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“Crucified with Christ”
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We have spent time to study 4 different messages on the theme “those that stand before the cross”. Since we started
Lent on February 17, we are almost at the end, in fact this week we enter to Passion week. This is the last week Jesus
spent on earth before Jesus was crucified. Let's spend this time together remembering the suffering of the Lord on the
cross and how much He loves us.
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So, as the last message in the series, | would like to take a look at the apostle Paul's crucifixion experience. Of the 27
books in the New Testament, about half are written by Paul, and so we can see how much Paul was used by God. It
would not be a stretch to say that without Paul and his work, the gospel would not have spread in Europe as it did at that
time. The apostle Paul, while he preached the gospel to the people, at the same time he was more than anyone else a
man who lived by God's grace.
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| would like to introduce a few of the words from the Bible that were written through him. “For to me to live is Christ, and
to die is gain.” (Phillipians 1:21), “I don’t regard myself as yet having taken hold, but one thing | do. Forgetting the things
which are behind, and stretching forward to the things which are before, | press on toward the goal for the prize of the
high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 3:13-14), “I can do all things through Christ, who strengthens me.”
(Philippians 4:13), “... | take pleasure in weaknesses, in injuries, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s
sake. For when | am weak, then am | strong.”(2 Corinthians 12:10)
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When look at a great man of faith, such as Paul, we see immediately his strength and his ability, and it is easy to think
that this is the secret to his success. Paul in particular was a gifted man, so we might certainly think this way. Before
he met the Lord Jesus, he was considered one of the elite among the Jewish faithful (the Pharisees). Also the
environment he was raised in was prepared for him. He was able to speak freely in both Hebrew and Greek. He was
himself a Jew, but he was born with Roman citizenship. Also, he had the amazing experience by being led to salvation
by hearing the direct voice of Jesus. This is why there are not a few that think that the secret to his success was his
strength and ability.
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But is this the whole story? Did Paul receive God's forgiveness by his own strength, his abilities or his righteousness?
Was it these things that made him a great missionary for God, and made his name known to generations after him? If
this were so then he really must have been proud of himself. He would have been proud at how great a man he was, at
how he was worthy to receive such favor from God. But when we look at today's text we see him state the following:
“For I, through the law, died to the law, that | might live to God. | have been crucified with Christ, and it is no longer |
that live, but Christ living in me.” (v. 19-20)
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“Crucified” means that he himself died. Paul is saying that the man he was before he met Jesus, the man who lived
proud of his abilities, and his strength, that man has died. That is why he says it is no longer Paul living in him, but
Christ. Paul is stating that this Christ is his purpose for living while on earth, and the source of his strength.
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There is no record in the Bible of Paul standing before the cross. This is because there is no record in the Bible of Paul
exchanging words with Jesus while he was being crucified. And in this case, it means that Paul did not actually stand
before the cross of Jesus. Unlike many before him who had witnessed the crucifixion, Paul did not have this sort of first
hand experience. But, through faith in the Lord, he was able to experience the Lord's crucifixion. And this lead him to
be able to make such a strong statement of faith.
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When Paul stood before the cross, Paul simply accepted that Jesus gave His life as payment for Paul's own sins. But
not only that. Through the cross, he saw the death of the “pre-cross Paul”, the “old self’. In other words, in addition to
dying for Paul's sins, his old self that lived in sin died on the cross. This is what Paul is saying.
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This is something that is hard to understand by our common way of thinking. What does it mean to believe that | have
been crucified with Christ? But through the faith that Paul was given, he experienced the death of his old self and saw
himself crucified with Christ. This spiritual experience changed Paul completely from who he was before. He was
charged from a man who lived by his own effort, his own strength, his own self justified righteousness, he changed to a
man living in grace through Jesus Christ.
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Here is the secret to Paul's power. He spent his life doing a work that most people would never imagine doing, and on
many occasions he was persecuted to a point near death. But this did not cause his passion for preaching the gospel
to decline. This is because it was not due to his strength and ability, but because he lived according to the grace of
God. By faith, he saw through the death of his old self on the cross that within him Paul had died, and Christ was living.
This was a discovery about himself. This faith that Paul stood upon covered him with Christ's power, and made him into
a man who lived by the grace of God.
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Paul says this. ‘I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself up for me.” (v20) Paul once lived not
by faith, but by his own strength. But when he experienced his death through the cross, he was freed from a life driven
by an “l am living” attitude. He did not need to live for himself anymore. This is because the Son of God, Jesus Christ
was living in him, and had given him life. This is why Paul could pour all he had into living for God.
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The experience Paul is talking about “being crucified with Christ”, may be called a “life turning point” or a “Sanctification
experience”. Have you all experienced being crucified with Christ? More than just understanding it with you head,
have you truly experienced in your life? Itis a very important thing. It is not something we can bring about on our own,
but if we ask God, He will surely help you understand this through experience.
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One man who helped reformed religion was Martin Luther, and through this experience, he had assurance in salvation.
Until this experience, he lived as a monk, and by living the life of a monk, he tried to earn salvation. No matter how hard
he tried to live as a monk, the worries and pain only increased in his life. It was to him during this struggle, that an
assistant head monk encouraged Martin to read the writings of Paul. And by studying the writings of Paul, Martin
Luther finally found peace. In other words, Martin learned and accepted that salvation may not be gained by working
hard to attain it, it may only be gained by faith. This is God's message of grace. This became Martin's “life turning
point” and later God used him to reform religion and draw many people back to God and the Bible.
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Are you living today by God's grace? Is the cross of Christ, grace to you? Or do you depend on your own goodness,
your own efforts, your own strength? Jesus did not die on the cross only to give you the wonderful teaching of God, no
not only that but also that you may actually experience forgiveness and healing through Him. That you may live by
grace, He was crucified and on the third day He conquered death through the resurrection. This is why when we
accept the statement of Paul just as it is, and stand firm on this point of faith, we will die to the “old self” and “Christ” will
live in us with power. A grace based life starts with this.
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This week is Passion week. What occurred 2000 years in Jerusalem, the events around the crucifixion, they are not
some made up story. Itis true that Jesus lived at this point in history, and died on the cross in our place for our sins,
taking the full judgment of God for our sins upon Himself. And through this, we have today a path to know God, a way
to live by God's grace. Itis to die to ourselves. When we die to ourselves, Christ lives within us. Let's not let Christ's
death go to waste, but encourage one another to accept God's grace just as it is, grace.



