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“The Lord speaks through the Bible”
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Last week, we looked at that “...those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength, they will soar on wings like eagles.”
(Isaiah 40:31) God renews our strength under any circumstances if we look upon Him and trust in Him. Therefore, we
should be always waiting for the Lord. Specifically, we should wait for God's word. How is His word spoken to us,
then? Itis spoken through the Bible.
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As you can see from today's scripture, first, God gives us wisdom through the Bible and leads us to the salvation that is
through the faith in Christ Jesus. Second, He works in the people who were saved to equip them through the Bible so
that they will be suited to do all good works. Therefore, without the Bible, we cannot talk about the salvation nor
spiritual growth.
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Romans 10:17 says “.....faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.”
Without the Bible, we would not be able to hear God's word regarding Christ, which is the Gospel, and there would not
be any beginning of the faith. Of course it would be a lie if we say “without the Bible we cannot hear the Gospel”
because even without the Bible, we can still tell of the Gospel with our mouth. However, oral communication can be
easily manipulated and misunderstood, the context can be modified very easily. Therefore, we need to hear directly
from the Bible that 'makes us wise for the salvation.”
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Last week we were all filled with joy as we witnessed Eri Katagiri's baptism. One's salvation has its own timing.
Everyone has the different situations. One thing that is common is that all of them realized the sin they had committed,
and accepted Jesus Christ, God's Son, as a Savior to be saved from their sin. As a result, they were forgiven and were
made as children of God. However, even with the salvation, our personality or habits don't change much. Without
being equipped through the Bible, we cannot grow as the man of God.
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For example, Jesus said “Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be sons of your
Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:44-45). This is such a different teaching from the teaching of this world. It is impossible
to think of praying for those who persecute you, or love the enemies. However, when God speaks to you and equips
you, you will be changed into a godly person who will live for love.
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As you can see, without the Bible, it will be hard to receive the wisdom that leads us to the salvation, or being equipped
as the man of God. How can we wait for Him if we did not have the Bible? How can His power work so powerfully
within those who believe? It is clear that by awaiting for God's word that is spoken through the Bible, we are awaiting
for the Lord Himself.
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The Bible was originally written in Hebrew (Old Testament), and in Greek (New Testament). Therefore, not so many
people can read the whole bible as it is. That's why there are many translations. It is said that the Bible has been
translated into more than 2200 languages, either partial or whole translation. Of course English and Japanese
translations are included there. Translation is such an underestimated job, but it is very important and also difficult. In
our church, Brett and Noriko Schakel, Darren Biggs are taking the task of translating the message. Please remember
them in your prayers.
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Why do we translate the Bible into many languages? It is inspired by Jesus' Great Commission: “Go into all the world
and preach the good news to all creation.” (Mark 16:15) It is translated into so many languages so that through the
Bible, Christ's good news will be delivered all over the world and many people will be blessed with the salvation, and
equipped to be godly people. For that reason, even today translation work has been continuing and those Bibles are
being delivered all over the world.
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Some people try to read the Bible in the same way they'd read the books of history, literature, or law. However, if you
tried to read the Bible as something written by people, it loses the whole meaning. As verse 16 says “All Scripture is
God-breathed”. This means it is written by authors who are humans, but they wrote it by being inspired by God. God's
breath (spirit) was blown to the authors, and they recorded God's word using their own writing styles.
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Just as the first man Adam was created from the dust and God blew his life in him to become a man, the Bible was
written by inspiration of God. Therefore, it is God's word. Because it's God's Word, the Bible can make those who
look up to Him wise for salvation through faith in Christ, and equip them to become a godly man.
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How is your relationship with the Bible today? Are you awaiting the Lord through the Bible? Or, are you just waiting
aimlessly for God to do something for you, or He would equip the people around you or circumstances, not yourself?
The Bible is beneficial to teach, rebuke, correct, and train you to be righteous. It can train you to be fully equipped to do
good work as a man of God. It says “to be equipped” because we were originally not equipped as the man of God.
Let us remember that as we hold the Bible in high esteem, and be equipped by the Bible.
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There are more than one hundred million Christians in China. Most of them belong to the underground church (home
church). Pastor Yun is one of the leaders used for the revival in China. He was called to be a missionary when he
was 16. He overcame many persecutions with his faith. He is made alive in the power of God's word by memorizing
many parts of the Bible.
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After he became a Christian, he started to read the Bible. Once he read through all of it, he started to memorize a
chapter a day from the book of Matthew. After 28 days, he memorized all 28 chapters. Of course that was not all he
memorized eventually. However, we can see how God's word can be so powerful within ourselves when we
accumulate God's word within us, and that leads us to do His work. For most of us, it is hard to memorize even a verse
a day. It is further difficult to continue remembering what we memorized. However, | do not want to emphasize on
how many verses we should memorize. | would like us to focus on how serious Pastor Yun was, and his heart that was
awaiting God. God tremendously uses those who await His word, and live by His power.
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Ephesians 2:10 says: “For we are God's workmanship created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in
advance for us to do.” God chose you, and led you to the blessing of salvation to use you for His purpose. You do not
exist in this world to think only of yourself, or live for yourself. You are created in the Lord Jesus to do good works.
God can create a good change within you or around you. It will happen when you listen and obey God's word through
the Bible.
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Therefore, if you wait for God's word that is spoken through the Bible today, He will speak to your heart through the Holy
Spirit. We tend to listen carefully to the words of someone we hold in high esteem. If you love the Lord, and await
Him, let us be the ones who wait for God's word. Let's make an effort to focus on our thoughts toward God, since He
speaks through our thoughts. When our heart waits for Him, He speaks the word that is the most appropriate for us.
And they will always make you alive. Let me finish the message by reading 1 Peter 1:24-25; “All men are like grass,
and all their glory is like the flowers of the field, the grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of the Lord stands



forever.”



