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“Bring before the Lord what you have”
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Since the new year, it has been about a month. Up until now we have been listening to sermons inspired by God, on
the theme of “the man who waits upon God”. God speaks to those that wait and hope upon Him. However it is not
always clear at first what God is saying to us when He first speaks. In fact, there are many things He says that fall
outside the realm of our normal common sense. But it is these words that are outside our common sense that give us
true life, remake us from the inside, and give us boldness to walk by faith.
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This is why today, we are taking a look at a passage that tells about a very famous miracle. It is about how the Lord
Jesus fed more than 5000 with just 5 loaves of bread and 2 fish. This is way outside the realm of common sense. But
this miracle is recorded in all four gospels, so it is very important. Today we are looking at the miracle as recorded in
John, and in it, 2 of the disciples play a role. Philip and Andrew. | would like to turn our focus to them and think about
their role in this miracle.
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People that saw Jesus healing the sick, began to gather to Him. Just the men alone were 5000, so there really was a
great multitude that gathered around Jesus. At this point, Jesus says to Philip “Where are we to buy bread, that these
may eat?” (v.5). They were in the mountains, so there was nothing around for miles. It was in these circumstances
that the Lord Jesus asks Philip how should the crowd be fed. From Philip's perspective, this really was a tough
problem.
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At our church, each week about 30 adults and 5-6 children attend each week. On the days we have a potluck, it is OK,
but what if we said all of a sudden on one of the days that was not a potluck, OK we need to get ready feed everyone, it
would not be an easy task. And in this case, in the account we are studying today, it is not 40 people, but 100 times
that, more than 5000 people. This is a tremendous number of people. And on top of that, the place was not even in a
town. This was all happening in the mountains.
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To Jesus' question, Philip answered as follows. “Two hundred denarii worth of bread is not sufficient for them, that
everyone of them may receive a little.” (v.7) 1 denarii is about what a man of that day could earn for working a whole
day. If we say this is about $100, then 200 denarii is about $20,000. Even if they had $20,000 worth of bread, it still
would not be enough, according to what Philip calculated in his mind. In other words, Philip is saying “We don't have
that kind of money, and if we had it, it would not really fill everyone up, and on top of that, where are we going to buy it
all? Jesus are seeing what | am seeing?” When you hear Philip's response, what do you think? Do you tend to
agree with him?
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So how did another one of Jesus' disciples, Andrew brother to Simon Peter, respond to Jesus? Did he agree with Philip
saying “That's true Jesus. Don't say such impossible things. There is no way we can feed 5000 people.”? Let's look
at verse 9. Andrew actually says the following “There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish, but what
are these among so many?” Andrew was like Philip, he felt the pressure of the large crowd, and did not know what to
think.
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However, he was different than Philip, because he set his eyes on something near at hand. It was the 5 loaves of bread
and 2 fish that the boy had. And then he brought these to the Jesus. In the light of 5000 men, this really did not
amount to much of anything. However when Andrew heard Jesus' words, he did not say “Impossible, it is out of the
question”, he instead brought what was at hand and to the feet of Jesus. When he heard what Jesus said, he did not
calculate based on the common sense of this world and try to explain this to Jesus, he just took what he had near at
hand at the moment, and brought it before Jesus. This was all he could do. Of course, just like Philip, he saw the
enormous need before his eyes and he really did not know what to do.
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What can we learn from the reaction of both Philip and Andrew? As | said earlier, God (the Lord Jesus) sometimes tells
us things that outside our understanding. In fact, the Bible is filled with this sort of thing. When we hear these sorts of
things from the Lord, how do we respond?
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Do we like Philip, put up concrete numbers and examples to try and explain to the Lord how outside of common sense,
how impossible His words are to us? Or do we like Andrew think “I don't know exactly what to do myself, but if the Lord
says it, then He can do it’, and with a heart of hope and trust, bring before the Lord what we have been given at the
moment?
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Both are similar, but different. One of them, from the beginning thinks that it is impossible. And this leads toward
fulfilling this reality, and he does not offer anything to the Lord. It is because he thinks it will just be a waste of time.
However the other, although it is beyond his common sense to understand, because the Lord said it, in order to help
make the Lord's words reality, he sets his eyes on what he has around him at hand, and offers what he has to the Lord.
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When Andrew offered the 5 loaves of bread and 2 fish, and handed them over to Jesus, what happened when they were
blessed in the hands of the Lord? More than 5000 were able to eat their fill. This is certainly a miracle. And on top of
this, “they gathered them up, and filled twelve baskets with broken pieces from the five barley loaves, which were left
over by those who had eaten.” (v13), there were leftovers. Our eternal hope, the Lord Jesus Christ is able to do this.
The Lord is able to fill everyone’s needs. When we have faith in the words of Jesus and answer Him, and bring forth
that which we have, this will be blessed in the hands of the Lord, and He will use it for His purpose.
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Verse 6 says “he himself knew what he would do.” The Lord knows from the beginning what He will do. The Lord is
not one who does not know what is best for our situation, that He is waiting for us to tell Him according to our
understanding and abilities. There is nothing the Lord can not do, and the Lord knows all things. What the Lord is
interested in is not how we react to His miracles, but how faithfully we follow His words. He is interested in the faith we
have in our hearts.

HmEpf |z it<éh®7Wﬁ£én1mi## FFOFTHEFMTL LI ? ENKIM T EAEINZZ &
TLEOYM?ENUEE DI T oNTZZETLEIN?2 ROKE LS T TOREONTICZEREERLLE
_&TLJQ#?WA%@L\%A%iﬁ#z%éﬂt_kfbiﬁﬂ?%B%h\%h%%ﬂ%$®§%k§ié
TLX9, LML, B TMEVBLRATHIEAZDR™OND Z DN, TNLDOHEMEITH>Z L LV b1
SEREERZLLEVWZET, ~ADADBFEEZHENLD T, MEEEZELLIELRDIZLEZE, AELOFEHRTIEELD
NNz ETEHZRWTL X 9D,

There are many miracles recorded in the Bible, but what is the miracle of all miracles? Is it the fact that He created



heaven and earth? Was it when He parted the waters of the Red Sea? Was it when brought fire down from heaven
and consumed Elijah's sacrifice? Was it when He healed the sick or raised the dead? Of course these are all top
notch miracles. However, more difficult than these was when He saved us while we were still sinners. When one
person repents of His own sins, and places his faith in God, is not this beyond the realm of our common sense?
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Matthew records in his gospel, (ch 8-9) 10 miracles. And what the Bible calls the perfect number 7, the 7" miracle
recorded is his own salvation experience. It is really a short passage, and there are no real details, but by Matthew
hearing Jesus' voice and responding to His invitation, Matthew received the Lord's salvation. His old self died, and he
became a new person to work for the Lord. This salvation miracle is miracle above all miracles. God shows His one
way mercy and love, forgives our sins, adopts us as His children, and gives us eternal life.
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When the Lord Jesus was told this by His disciples, there were more than 5000 men before Him. There was not even
enough to fill even His disciples. In the same way, all around us there are lots of needs. There is much that needs
doing. However, we do not have the strength to fill these needs on our own. Only the Lord can accomplish this. This
extends from spiritual needs, to physical needs, to all sorts of needs, the Lord works beyond our understanding to fill
them all. What is important is when we hear the words of the Lord, we do not rely on our understanding and try to
calculate things out. No, we need to keep our eyes on the Lord, and take what we have at hand, and bring it before the
Lord. Even if what we have seems small, when it is blessed in the hands of Jesus, what we think is an impossible
miracle will be done.



