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Christ's Power Shows ltself in our Weakness
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Up until now we have had five sermons under the theme "Those who Hope in the Lord." The titles of each sermon were
"Those that wait and Hope for the Lord," "The Lord Speaks through the Bible," "Take off the Old Self," "Clothe
yourselves with Love," and "Bring before the Lord What You Have." Today's sermon will be the last in this series. |
would like us to learn more about the kind of strength God gives to those who hope in Him.
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The apostle Paul talks about the "thorn in his flesh" (v. 7). There are many theories as to what this "thorn in the flesh"
specifically refers to. But whatever explanation you choose, this thorn was something that made Paul aware of his own
weakness. Certainly Paul must have thought "if not for this, | could be free to do some really great things for the Lord."
That is why he asked God three times to remove this thorn. The fact that he asked three times places great emphasis
on how Paul asked the Lord from deep down in his heart.
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But God did not answer in the exact way Paul had expected. James 5:16 writes "The prayer of a righteous man is
powerful and effective." However, although Paul was a greatly respected apostle, God did not grant his request but
instead answered "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness" (v. 9). Paul believed that if
the thorn in his flesh was removed he could do even greater things for God. Because Paul thought God Himself would
benefit even more from removing the thorn, it made sense for God to want to remove it.
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But God taught Paul the necessity of the thorn in his flesh, that Paul would not boast or rely on himself, but rather trust
only in God. God did not regard Paul's weakness as something negative, but promised that through weakness He
would show His own power. For that reason, God led Paul to accept his own weakness. Truly, Paul used this
experience to humble himself before the Lord and learned first-hand how God's power is perfected in his own
weakness.
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Christ's power is perfected not in our strength, but in our weakness. This is also written in Isaiah 40, which is the
scripture our church's theme for the year is based on; "He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the
weak" (v. 29). Because of this, Paul makes a truly bold declaration proclaiming his own weakness; "Therefore | will
boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me" (v. 9).
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In order to boast in his own weakness, Paul had to first acknowledge and accept it. This is easier said than done! |
believe that without something to catch us and support us, without something to trust in and knowing that everything
will be alright, we are not able to accept our weakness. But God tells us "When you are weak, | will cover you. My
strength is perfected in your weakness. Therefore, place your hope in me."

MERIX, A~ A~ ACF VA NOIBRUETHDL I EE2M-oTEBONET, RREDRFHIERZHH T, E08
FEMNORDD ZEE2/HFSTEBOLNDLIDOTY, FAEHHENRLS /b 2 & TlER, BT IR OME &G
METZHED I BT RDZEHLATELNLDTY, FIFEERFTTNDL, RELRHL2TXToOHRY 247
FWTNWTLESWET, ZOHFY DRI, HRT-ORESTZEV IR0 E I NEFRIC DN /A, L,
N TIEH Y FEAN, FEFREZBER/TE2ZONMV U EDIEZ EZ b > TR b2HEL, U R MO THZLT
TEWET,

God knows that each one of us needs Jesus' strength. God is waiting for us to call on Him when we are weak. He
doesn't want us to try being strong on our own, but rather He wants our hope and faith in Him to be strengthened. God
is a true and faithful God, so He listens to every prayer we say to Him. Whether or not He will answer exactly as you
expect, that | don't know. But for us, as with Paul, God will answer in a way greater than we could have imagined, filling
our lives with blessings and the power of Christ.
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Some of you may already know about a poem titled "The Answer to All My Prayers." Written by an anonymous
soldier during the American Civil War, it can be found on a wall at the University of New York Rehabilitation
Research Center. | would like to share this poem with you.
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| asked God for strength, that | might achieve, | was made weak, that | might learn humbly to obey.

| asked for health, that | might do greater things, | was given infirmity, that | might do better things.

| asked for riches, that | might be happy, | was given poverty, that | might be wise.

| asked for power, that | might have the praise of men, | was given weakness, that | might feel the need of God.
| asked for all things, that | might enjoy life, | was given life, that | might enjoy all things.

| got nothing | asked for. But everything | had hoped for.

Almost despite myself, my unspoken prayers were answered. | am among men most richly blessed.



R B OLBMERICHT G ARE, 22 BnAEENET, £ LT, MERITRATZ L0 28T 127> TRV T
TLEEDZDTY, ZOFHANL [ROTEHDIZTVEDE LTEHEZONRN>T208, FOBEWITXTHEEIT N
7l EEBRLTWETA, MEREIRIZLOEWEZBWT, £20m@) TIER<TH, TR EORZHIZE > TEL
BRLTTFEADTYT, LML, ZHITFRTEBICE o TCT L EIHIE2E26N2 2 5B EWRLTWET,

Prayer is born of us turning our hearts towards God. He then sincerely listens to our prayers. The poet wrote "l got
nothing | asked for, but everything | had hoped for." This is so true for us too; God listens, but does not necessarily give
us exactly what we ask for. Instead, He gives us even greater things to bring greater joy. However, sometimes that
involves giving us weaknesses.
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It's certainly not easy to experience weakness. Sometimes weakness is temporary, sometimes it lasts a lifetime. These
lifelong weaknesses, of course, are particularly difficult. But the truth is, passing through these weaknesses allows us
to see a world that we couldn't see before. When a person thinks he is strong on his own, the world of Christ's love,
mercy, and power - in other words, Heaven - is hidden. God uses our weakness to display His own power.
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Therefore, in all things let us pray to the Lord. It is through prayer that we can express our wants to God. Jacob
wrestled with God for a whole night until he received His blessing. Likewise, we can persistently make requests to God
until He blesses us with His Word, His strength, and His peace. If He does not answer the way you expect Him to, do
not say "God doesn't listen to my prayer," but instead believe that He has even more amazing plans for you. Also, do
not hide your weakness, but hope in the Lord knowing that the power of Christ covers you. Sometimes, God chooses
not to take away our weaknesses, as was the case with Paul. But during those times let us not panic or be afraid, but
instead realize that this is a chance for God to let his perfect power shine through.
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At this time, do you feel burdened by certain weaknesses? Perhaps you sometimes think "If | didn't have this weakness,
if not for these problems, | could be happy! I've prayed so hard but nothing has changed, so | guess God won't help
me!" Maybe you think that this weakness isn't necessary? But is that really true? What would happen if instead of
praying for the weakness to be taken away, you started praying that Christ's strength would be perfected through it?
When we believe that we are strong on our own, we stop hoping in the Lord. But when we acknowledge our weakness,
when we put aside the ego, God Himself becomes the source of strength. He covers your weakness with His grace.
This week, let us live life hoping in the Lord and being filled with the power that is through Jesus Christ.



