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Within that which was 'Destined’
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Last week we started a new series under the theme "those who stand before the cross." Last week, we focused on one
of the criminals crucified alongside Jesus. Before his death, he came to know Jesus and became saved. Within this
event we confirmed three things. First, it is never too late to be saved. Second, salvation comes from God's plan and
guidance. Third, salvation is a blessing from God, and is not based on any sort of righteousness or action on our part.
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Today, we will focus more on Jesus' mother, Mary, as we further contemplate the Crucifixion. To Mary, not only was
Jesus the Son of God- a precious gift from God - He was also her own beloved son whom she carried in her womb.
Therefore, we can say that Mary's feelings towards Christ Jesus are quite different and much greater than ours.
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At one time, Mary and her husband Joseph went to Jerusalem in order to commemorate Jesus before God. Today's
text writes that they met Simeon, who held Jesus in his arms and said to Mary "This child is destined to cause the
falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will
be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too."
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Simeon spoke of how baby Jesus would eventually become a man and be opposed by other men, which was
something destined by God. Through Jesus, the hearts of many people were also revealed, many men were put down,
and still many others were lifted up. Simeon doesn't speak specifically about how these things would be carried out, but
it is certain that his words point to the crucifixion. Jesus, just as Simeon and the prophecies of the Old Testament said,
was destined by God to be crucified and receive God's judgment in place of sinful man.
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Therefore, because Jesus' suffering on the cross was predestined, His mother Mary was destined to share that
suffering. Simeon referred to this when he said "a sword will pierce your own soul." | ask you, have you ever
experienced a "sword piercing your soul?" It's painful just to imagine such a thing. Yet this was Mary's destiny, just as it
was Jesus’ destiny to suffer.
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Please read John 19:23-25. "When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four shares,
one for each of them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in one piece from top to
bottom. 'Let's not tear it,' they said to one another. 'Let's decide by lot who will get it.' This happened that the scripture
might be fulfilled which said, 'They divided my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing.' So this is what the
soldiers did. Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary
Magdalene."
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What do you think Mary felt when she saw the soldiers do these things? How was she able to endure seeing her own
son suffer by such heartless men and crucified? Just imagining this scene causes us to feel very angry. But Mary,
seeing all these things with her own eyes, was strong and endured.
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Of course these things were destined, but just how was Mary able to bear such tragedy? Perhaps it is because she
was not thinking about those who were crucifying Jesus, but because her heart was pointed towards God. Surely, in
the midst of this tragedy, she firmly believed that this was in God's plan and that He would bring good from it. Her hope
was in God. At this time, perhaps she was thinking of how Simeon told her "a sword will pierce your soul." Destined to
experience this, Mary endured this suffering.
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Mary was destined to experience this, and | believe that each one of us has things in our own lives that are destined.
During these times in life, we think that there just isn't anything we can do about it. But we don't always refer to such
times as "destiny." No matter how we describe it, there are some things placed on us and around us that we can't do
anything about. It's not as if we are "reaping what we sowed;" rather we simply don't know the reason for it.
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For example, some people are born with illness. Others will suddenly have an accident. There can be problems at
home, and painful separation from loved ones. | always seem to talk about this, but being born as a Korean and raised
in Japan was an unavoidable fate. There are many things that | can do and change through my own efforts and
decisions, but there are also many things that | have zero control over (‘destiny'). These things often come with
hardship and challenges. They often come with suffering, sadness, pain and fear. However, when we suffer through
difficulties and cannot imagine any good coming from it, we should start examining our life's value and fervently search
for truth.
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In John 9:1-3, we meet a person who was born blind. The disciples asked Jesus if this was the result of someone's sin.
But Jesus answered "Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but this happened so that the work of God might be
displayed in his life." The man's blindness was no one's fault; Jesus said it happened so that God's work could be seen.
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As for us, when we face something that we have no control over, we try to look for the reason or cause. Why is this?
We don't always find the answer. Actually, most of the time we cannot find the answer. If we can't find the answer, as
humans it is our nature to want to blame it on someone else. But Jesus said that these things happen so that God's
works can be displayed. In other words, when a person has no control over a situation, but looks to God, God's work
will be revealed.

I FVEZIZTCORTFTHLIEAZADEHE LAZMAZEN, SEERRITE LN, 23 E L THRBRT 57210
T L OFITIFEME TS T B -722ETL X ), HIFPMEEDABEET I ENTETIT, & LAKIT Tz
NHENFETA, L2, E9TLLID?2 2D HOHKRFEOHKIZ, FHEOEEICH T 5~ YORIE, fhkk
WKL THT D ICHEET A5 AOERTY, FECEHX IFEIFHIC TZOANZHIE, MATLBRAZAOR~ Y ¥, BL
N ZADORHT=HEEHIZ, ApbEEbE, FIVICHESZLTWE] EbDHEBD T,

Mary endured Jesus’ suffering and witnessed His death. Surely Mary just did her best to get through it, and afterwards
lived with a deep emotional scar. Maybe she stopped believing in God or others and just continued to suffer. But that
can't be true, right? After going through this trial, Mary continued to work as a follower of the Lord and became a
powerful person of prayer; "They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of
Jesus, and with his brothers." (Acts 1:14).
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How can someone come to believe in God from the heart and become a prayerful person? Surely, this is a result of
being put in a position we have no control over. Mary was chosen to be the mother of the Messiah because she
already had great faith in the Lord. | would dare say that there was no need for her to be 'changed' to a prayerful
person. However, through the crucifixion Mary was able to regard Jesus not so much as the son she gave birth to, but
the actual Son of God - the Christ. During the crucifixion, Mary's soul was pierced with a sword, just as it was written.
But it was also through the crucifixion that she came to know Jesus as Lord and Savior, and she too was saved from
her own sin.
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Today, do you find yourself in a situation beyond your control? If you haven't found an answer yet, do you continue to
ask "why, why"? Is there anyone who continues to suffer, unable to accept the truth? | encourage you to not focus on
others or on the problem itself, but to turn to God. Please pray that through this, God's works would be displayed.
When your heart is changed through praying this way, you will undoubtedly receive the peace and hope of God. Jesus’
painful death on the cross was not just a source of deep suffering for Mary, but it also became a pathway to life and
salvation for Mary and for all people. Place all things before the cross of Jesus, and they will be used for good. May we
be changed into people who stand in faith.



