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In Jesus' name | wish you a Happy New Year! 2010 is finally upon us. With what kind of attitude is everyone facing the
new year? Last year in June, do you remember how we had annual business meeting based on the theme "growth in
Christ"? When we looked at the word "growth," the Bible said that "God makes us grow." This morning being the first
Sunday of the new year, we will think about this as we learn about waiting and hoping for God to help us grow.
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It's not difficult to praise God when things are going well and you get everything you ask for. However, as you know, life
isn't about good things all the time. There are many hardships. There are perhaps quite a few people here who could
look back at the previous year and see that they had to endure many trials. Some people may have had financial
difficulties, while others had health problems. Some may had trouble socially, while others were overwhelmed by
worries about the future. Some people may have had to say goodbye to loved ones.
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When we were told to wait and hope for the Lord during such hardships, for many of us it's not so easy to do, nor do we
feel like we want to try. If our faith's foundation was based on our feelings, I'm guessing that when those hard times hit
many people would immediately throw their faith away. Those kinds of trials attack straight to the heart and try to shake
our faith. For that reason, during those hardships it is not easy to wait and hope in the Lord.
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Even when we look at the scripture for today, we still read about people suffering in the midst of trials. Although being
Israelites [God's chosen people], their temple is destroyed and they are taken prisoner by the Babylonian Empire. The
prophet Isaiah predicted that this would happen long before, and it occurred later just as he said it would. Why did
Israel have to endure that particular hardship? It was because they turned away from God; they did not heed the
warnings of God's prophets by turning back to the Lord. But God didn't abandon them completely, and said that He had
plans to liberate them.
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The prophet Jeremiah said their time of imprisonment would be 70 years (Jeremiah 25:12, 29:10). Israel was liberated
from the Persian King Kraus in 538 BC. 70 years is a very long time; It's as if a criminal was sentenced by the courts to
a lifetime in prison. A human's life will have spanned from just being born to a 70 year old senior-citizen. During that
long time of subjugation, one cannot think it easy for them to just naturally turn their hearts to God and expect to be
delivered.
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Look at verse 27. ""Why do you say, O Jacob, and complain, O Israel, "My way is hidden from the LORD; my cause is
disregarded by my God"?" The Israelites felt abandoned by God. When we look at their situation, it's not hard to
sympathize with their feelings. However, God sent the prophet Isaiah to give them words of comfort.
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In verse 28, Isaiah says "Do you not know? Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the
ends of the earth. He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one can fathom." How true! God surpasses
time and space and created all things. He does not tire, nor does He grow weary. He is all knowing and all powerful,
comforting and lifting up those who suffer hardship.
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He surpasses our limited understanding. We can not fully comprehend His greatness, so we sometimes think of Him as
lesser than He is. But He is beyond our imagination; He is the Eternal God who created all things. Because of Who He
Is, He loves us and helps us, we who are actually small and insignificant.
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We often face hardships too big for us to handle, that drain us of our health, strength and hope. But it is precisely for
times like these that God tells us, "Hope in Me! Receive strength from Me!" He gives power and help to the hopeless
and weary.
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With God's strength, you "will soar on eagle's wings" (verse 31). Think about the eagle; it's not just any bird, but it is
considered the king of all birds. The strength that God gives to those who hope in Him is the strength of kings. It
doesn't just help you barely get by; no, it helps you overcome with power to spare. What great power comes to those
who trust in the Lord.
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As you know, when Jesus was crucified, his disciples abandoned Him in fear. Peter, the leader of the apostles, even
declared that he was ready to die together with Jesus. But Peter also ran, just as Jesus predicted. Do you think a man
like Peter would later be able to preach Christ at the risk of his own life? That would be unthinkable. So then how do we
today hear the Gospel? It is because of those who risked their lives to spread the message. Those who spread the
Gospel to us had also received the Gospel for themselves.
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How did these disciples, so quick to run away, have the strength to preach the Gospel? Acts 1:8 says "But you will
receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." After the Crucifixion, they met the resurrected Christ. They waited to be filled
with the Holy Spirit, and it later came and filled them with power, just as Jesus promised.
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The first church came about over two thousand years ago, but this piece of history still relates to us even today. This is
because God today has not changed at all from two thousand years ago. He still gives the same Holy Spirit, the same
strength, to those who hope in Him. There are still those who have no idea of how great this power is. However,
anybody and everybody has the opportunity to give their hearts to God and receive this power. Today, do you feel
week and powerless? Wait and hope in the Lord! Is there anything that weighs you down? Wait and hope in the Lord!
Are you suffering in despair, lost and hopeless? Wait and hope in the Lord!
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A new year has begun. This year will also bring trials and hardships. There will certainly be times of both joy and
sadness, times when we gain and times when we lose. But no matter what situation you find yourself in, there is victory
if you wait and hope in the Lord. Throughout this new year, call on the name of the Lord. Shout to the Lord! Trust in His
Word. The Lord will always give you new strength. He is always ready to lift you up and help you stand again.



