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Clothe Yourselves with Love
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Last week we learned the word of God with the message titled “Take off your old self’. After renewed by the Holy Spirit,
if we want to walk with Christ, it is important to make a decision to abandon our old self and the way we used to live.
We also learned that to do so, we always need help from the Holy Spirit. Life in this world is a spiritual war. We
sometimes feel weak, and we often fail. However, God never abandons us. He continues to save even today, so that
the salvation is not just the incident in the past. Therefore, we need to be humble before Him and wait upon His hand of
salvation.
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Let's look at today's Scripture. Our focus is on ' having put on the new self' (verse 10), after 'taken off your old self'.
Let me read the verse 12 again; “Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.” Paul does not say that since we were made new in Christ,
we are perfect and there's nothing we should be doing. He is telling us to put appropriate virtues on ourselves as a
renewed person.
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How can we make virtues such as 'compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience' as our own? They are not
natural attributes or abilities we possess by nature. How can we clothe ourselves with them? It is a personal issue,
but it does not mean that we can achieve it all by ourselves. We cannot 'wear' them if we avoid the fellowship with
others and try to walk by ourselves. It is important to learn the knowledge, but if you cannot show them practically as
you interact with others, it is meaningless.
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In verse 13 there's one of keywords of the New Testament, 'one another’. 'One another' does not mean 'alone'. This
indicates that we can attain those virtues by living with others. When you see 'one another' in the Bible, it always points
to the Church, which is the Body of Christ. In short, it means sisters and brothers in Christ. When we walk with our
sisters and brothers in Christ, we can wear 'compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience'. Let us treasure the
fellowship with families in Christ.
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There are also many people outside of the church where we interact everyday. For some, they could be coworkers or
bosses at work, for others, teachers, friends, and families. Let's think of those people now; With whom do you spend
most of your time? Do they get along with you? If so, it probably won't be stressful for you. However, there may be
some whom you don't get along with, because you don't understand his word, attitude, or actions.
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If we can get along with everyone, we do not have to be patient or forgive one another as verse 13 says. However, in
reality, there's no one whom you can totally get along with. Even husband and wife can fight or argue, and don't get
along sometimes. Therefore it is understandable for us to feel that way toward other people. When we try to walk with
others, there are many wonderful aspects but at the same time, it could be difficult. However, we need to avoid saying
“I'd rather be alone.” because that means you are totally ignoring God's love. God tells us to learn how to be kind, love
others, be patient, be humble, accept and forgive others through our fellowship.
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These virtues are something we ourself need to wear, and they are not for forcing others to wear. How to change
others is not an issue here. The important thing is, under the circumstances you are in, if you are trying to wear those
virtues, or making an effort to do so, following His voice. How are you doing today? If you try to wear those attributes
by faith, He will help you to grow spiritually with the Holy Spirit's help and guidance. By doing so, you are further
renewed in likeliness of Christ, the Creator.
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Therefore, you have to start with yourself. If your heart is changed, your surroundings will be changed. Apostle Paul
said; “Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely,
whatever is admirable-if anything is excellent or praiseworthy- think about such things.” (Philippians 4:8) First you need
to think about it. If you create an image of yourself wearing those virtues, and walk the way as you pray for the Holy
Spirit's help, you will sure be changed.
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| have an older sister who lives with her family in San Diego. When we were teenagers, we did not get along at all. At
that time, | believed that unless she changed, we will not get along. She believed God and was saved an year after |
was baptized. Later | had learned through her testimony that one of the reasons she pursued God was because of the
change she saw in me. | myself did not realize it, but when | started to go to the church and my heart was centered on
Him, she saw some changes within me. By seeing me changed through Jesus, she started to seek Him. We get
along well now, but this is God's miracle. Back then | did not know anything, so | did not do any effort to change myself.
However, | am thankful that God gave me an important lesson through this experience.
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We cannot change people. However, when we are changed by God, the situation or people around us can be
changed, too. You are chosen by God, and holy and dearly loved by Him. If you take this fact seriously, you should
desire for further change within you as a renewed person in Christ. Because blessing of God means that our existence
to be transformed into blessing itself. He works with your desire to train you to be godly. Therefore, the motivation for
the change should not be for your pride or to change others, but as verse 14 says, motivated by love.
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Paul said “And over all these virtues put on love” (verse 14). However, we know that there's no love within us. We
should all know that how our own heart could be cold, small, merciless, self-centered and proud, without Jesus' love.
Jesus Christ accepted us with His love, to forgive and give us peace and blessing. That's why we can turn around and
love others, too.
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The other day, Reiko Yoshitani came to visit us. God used her as the founder of this church. | had met her at
Shuyoukai when | was a student, and | was encouraged to accept His salvation by talking to her. So many people
heard the Gospel of Christ through her, and her love and powerful ministry is very unique. | believe there had been
many difficulties or troubles behind her ministry. However, she was moved not by obligation, but by the power of God's
love. The more she knows His love, the more His love pours from her heart to flow out to others.
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We are all different, so there's no need to compare her with others. We all have our own blessing and role God gave
each of us. Itis important to figure it out, and use it abundantly. However, today's Scripture is not about our blessing
from God or role given to us, but it is the message for all who were made new in Christ. He commands us to live not
'alone’, but 'one another', so that we can attain the virtues such as compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and
patience. He also commands us to put on love over all these virtues. How would you respond to His word? Let us
be motivated by Christ's love to pray for one another's spiritual growth, as we ask the Holy Spirit to help us daily.
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Let me finish this message by reading 1 Corinthians chapter 13: “If | speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have
not love, | am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If | have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries
and all knowledge, and if | have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, | am nothing. If | give all | possess
to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, | gain nothing. Love is patient, love is kind. It
does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no
record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always
hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are
toungues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. For we know in part and we prophesy in part,
but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears. When | was a child, | talked like a child, | thought like a child, |
reasoned like a child. When | became a man, | put childish ways behind me. Now we see but a poor reflection as in a
mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now | know in part; then | shall know fully, even as | am fully known. And now
these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.”



