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“Remember me”
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Supported by all your prayers, we were really blessed by our 2 week trip to Japan. In Japan, we spent the first week at
my family's home in Osaka, and the second week at Noriko's family's home in Saitama. It was February in Japan, so of
course the temperature was cold, and when we stayed at Yokohama, there was even some snowfall. Everyday we saw
different friends and relatives in a group of 2 or 3 at a time, there was a lot of moving about, riding trains and cars, and it
was a bit hard, but really none of our family suffered physically, and we were blessed by the time spent with others. |
am really thankful for this time we spent. And in the background were all of your prayers, for which | am very thankful.
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Well, where has February gone? It’'s the last Sunday of the month already. We have already moved into the season
of Lent, and starting today | would like to kick off a new message series. The theme is titled “People that stand before
the cross”. | would like to look into the meaning of the Lord Jesus on the cross, from the point of view of those who
stood before the cross during crucifixion, those that were there when Jesus was actually nailed to the cross. To begin
with, today | would like to examine the thief that was crucified alongside Jesus.
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Looking at Matthew 27:44, it says “The robbers also who were crucified with him cast on him the same reproach.” On
both sides of Jesus, were two thieves being crucified, just as Jesus was, and both of them reproached Jesus.
However, one of the thieves (we don't know his name), later changes his attitude.
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We don't know for sure what happened exactly in this thieves’ heart. But when we look at today’s text (Luke 23), verse
34, we see how Jesus prayed to the father and asks Him to forgive those that are crucifying Him. “Father, forgive them,
for they don’t know what they are doing.”. It is quite possible that the words of this prayer, got the attention and
captured the heart of one of the robbers. Whatever the case may be, this robber in his last few steps before leaving the
earth met Jesus and humbled himself before the Lord. He asks the following of the Lord. Verse 42, “Lord, remember
me when you come into your Kingdom.”
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One might think that the phrase “Remember me” in this setting does not really leave much impact. But within these
words, we can see his humble attitude before the Lord, and his hope that he has placed in Jesus. Really, this robber
had committed such a heavy crime that it had brought him the punishment of death here on earth, it goes without
saying that this criminal would have no way of standing before the throne of God. This is because God's justice is
incomparable to the justice of men. This is why he would have no way of escaping strict judgment if he were to try and
stand before God on his own.
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So why does he not say to Jesus “Forget myself, forget my sins”, and instead he asks “Remember me” ? Is it because
he saw and found within Jesus a merciful heart for sinners and forgiveness? And from there could his hope in Jesus
have been born? Maybe he thought something along these lines. “I have done things in life | can never take back.
No matter what | do, | cannot escape this fate of crucifixion, | can never repay the sins | have committed. But this man,
He is praying for the very people that are crucifying Him. Maybe this is the savior promised from God, and maybe He
might have pity on even me.”
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He repents of how he had been looking down on Jesus and reproaching Him, and humbled himself before the Lord.
Just as the darkness of death was beginning to fall upon him, he was able to see the light of hope that springs from God
within Jesus. And then Jesus, seeing his repentant attitude, promises him paradise. This robber, on the doorstep of
death was surely able to accept the Lord's salvation as his own salvation.
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Through the salvation of this robber, we ourselves are able to learn at least 3 truths about salvation. The first truth is
that “It is never too late to receive salvation”. We all have a certain number of days that we have been given to live
upon the earth. Some of us will live a rich long life, others will depart when they are still young. We do not know when
the day of our death will come. We don't know the age of this robber, for example, but | don't imagine he was very old.
Whatever age he was, his final hours were spent nailed to a cross next to Jesus. And just before his death, he was
able to truly believe that the Lord Jesus was the Christ (the savior). So we can see that as long as someone is still
living, it is never too late to be saved. The saving hand of God is always extended.
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The second point is “Men are saved by God's plan and His leading”. This robber did not, by his own intention plan to be
crucified with Jesus. He did not choose the time nor the place. If he had been a little later or a bit sooner to be
executed, then he would not have met Jesus face to face, and he would not have heard the prayer that Jesus uttered
with his own ears. And if he had not met Jesus, it is not certain whether he would have been able to receive salvation.
But, in actuality, he did receive grace from God, and in order to receive it, he humbled himself before God, and put his
hope in the Lord. The other robber was also given the same chance. Whether he accepted it or not, we don't know,
but we do know he was given the opportunity to believe in the Lord. People are saved by the plan and leading of God.
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The third point is “Salvation is by grace (a gift), and is not the result of human works”. This robber, died shortly after
receiving the promise of paradise from the Lord Jesus. In other words, he did not do one service for the Lord, before
his life on earth ended. No matter how much he may have wanted to serve the Lord, he just was not given the time on
earth to do so. Butit is certain that he received salvation.
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As our walk of faith goes on for long time, we sometimes lose the ability to serve the Lord with joy, we lose the ability to
see meaning in our service. When this happens, then our walk of faith can become legalistic, and done out obligation.
For those of you here who are feeling this way, please take this opportunity to think again on your salvation, and seek
God. The reason is because when we lose the joy in our walk of faith, we forget that salvation is given by God's grace,
and we tend to prioritize our own righteousness and works. But salvation is not earned by our own righteousness or
works. It is only by the grace of God.
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One of the robbers met Jesus at the junction in life where he could not put off his own death any longer. He found
himself in the situation of hearing Jesus next to him pray for intervention and forgiveness, a situation that he could have
neither planned or made possible on his own. He had nothing to offer up to repay his sins, and he knew he would have
no more time to do good deeds, so he just humbled himself before God and sought his mercy. And the Lord Jesus said
to him “Assuredly | tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” (v. 43). The salvation of God shown through the
cross of Jesus, when we humble ourselves and say “remember me” before the Lord, this salvation is a gift given by God
to those who place their hope in the Lord in this way.



