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Walk Before God and be Blameless
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Happy new year in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord! I am thankful that we are able to welcome another new
year together. I pray that the Lord will richly bless and lead each one of you on this new year 2011. While I was
praying about the direction of the church for the new year, this Scripture in Genesis came up from which I'm
speaking today’s message. Today I'd like to focus on verse 1: “I am God Almighty; walk before me faithfully and be
blameless.”
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When Abraham was 99 God appeared to him and said He will make a covenant between Him and Abraham. It
was to make Abraham a father of many nations, and God will give the whole land of Canaan (Israel) as an
everlasting possession to him and his descendants. Upon establishing the covenant, God revealed to Abraham the
words on verse 1; that He is the God Almighty; and He ordered him to walk before Him faithfully and be blameless.
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What does it mean by “blameless?” The definition of the word “blameless” is “free of blame or guilt; innocent.” God
asked Abraham to be “blameless” upon making the covenant with him. Does it mean God blesses him as a result
of Abraham becoming blameless? If that’s the case, Abraham could not be blessed because nobody can be
blameless before God. What God told him here is that He will particularly choose him to be blessed so walk as a
person worthy to receive that special blessing.
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Abraham is a person who is respected by many as “the Father of Faith.” dJesus Christ is the descendent of
Abraham. However, Abraham, too, made mistakes in his life. He was not a perfect person. “Blameless” does
not mean morally perfect. The Bible tells us “There is no one righteous,” so every person, including Abraham, is a
sinner before God. It is only natural that a sinner cannot be perfect. When God told Abraham to “walk before me
faithfully and be blameless,” it means to be blameless in relationship with God by walking before Him.
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Let’s pay attention that God is emphasizing that He is God Almighty (El Shaddai). We humans are not almighty.
Each has abilities but they are limited. But God is not. God is almighty or omnipotent. When we try to walk
before God, He Himself makes us blameless.
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Sadly, we humans tend to walk not before but behind God. Not admitting God who knows everything and trying
to hide from Him. What did the first human, Adam, do when he sinned before God? He hid from Him. Of
course God knew where he was but He asked Adam, “where are you?” and urged him to come out.
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When we carry problems of sin, we cannot stand before God. We try to hide from Him and walk behind Him.
But when we keep walking behind Him, we lose our life in sin. God cannot just watch us living in sin so He gives
us mercy. He shifts us from lifeless place to a place full of life. He gives us chances and draws us close so that we
can walk before Him.
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When we look in Genesis, there is another blameless person before Abraham. Do you know who it is? Please
open your Bibles to Genesis 6:9: “Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he
walked faithfully with God.” It says here that blameless Noah walked faithfully with God. Blameless means
your heart is always turned completely upon God like Noah. In another words, he was walking in faith in God.
Of course Noah must have made mistakes. But his heart was always turned upon God and that’s what made him
righteous in his relationship with God — what we call blameless. God blessed Noah who walked faithfully with
Him so He saved him and his family from the flood when He had to destroy all other people in a wicked era.
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Today God tells us His children, just like He did to Abraham, “walk before me faithfully and be blameless.” He
reminds us that He is almighty and to live a life in faith in God. But just like old and barren Abraham and Sarah
couldn’t believe it, it is not always easy to believe that God is almighty in our real lives. God promised Abraham
sometime around the time He gave him the Words in today’s text that he will be given an heir, but he could not
believe it. Both Abraham and his wife Sarah thought about it in their own understanding and so they tried to
bear a child through their slave Hagar. The child born through Hagar was Ishmael.
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For Abraham, his wife Sarah, who was old and barren, to bear a child didn’t sound like reality. He doubted that
even God cannot do that. But nothing is impossible with God. He keeps His promises. 13 years after Abraham
and Sarah’s mistake with Hagar, God appears to Abraham once again and made a covenant to make him the
Father of many nations. Upon establishing the covenant, He proclaimed that He is the God Almighty and told
Abraham that he has to walk faithfully before Him. And the child who was given through Abraham and Sarah’s
faith was Isaac.
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God gives the same blessing to us living today in faith through Abraham’s descendent Jesus Christ. When we
walk in faith before God, He grants us His Kingdom as our possessed land. It’s not something we receive when we
become blameless but already given when we start our walk by believing in Jesus. Therefore, for those of us who
are already receiving God’s blessing through Jesus’ salvation, we must walk before God as those who are blessed on
this earth. That’s what it means by walking in faith and living righteous in a relationship with God.
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Of course we have faults and we all make mistakes. We know that we have a lot of blame in the eyes of God. But
our Savior Jesus bore all those penalties for us. Our sins are already settled through His cross. What’s left for
us believers is only God’s grace. We only need to walk before God with no worries as the children of God who
received the eternal life. We only need to grow each day by His grace and run the race given to glorify Jesus.



MER L & BB, R GITMRICEEE Lo TVEET, ol W) LT A ZADPRIZEZ BN TN DT
T, EATANREEZ LS TEIALNDILIICRTELLE X, FATANEZ L > TITEISND L) IR HITEIT 5
E2EZENTWNLSDOTT, ZIUFR L TEA T RADAEZTHFOREN /R LOEZE N L TELL EWVWI ZETEHY F
Hh, TV ELEHSEZBEBLT, MELEDLVEZEDDLZLIZLE 2T, FORBICILSTHREBLOLEHF LI DSV EZT
W72 DOTT, ZHUTEOBRIZENTE L 7038 LWBREZ RO, BRI E LD K97 b DT, i
HHMEEEBLVWERE LSRR, bbb EICEEFE LR T DT,

We will become more like God when we walk with God. We will be changed to be like Jesus. We will be changed
to think with love like Jesus and act with love like Jesus. It’s not just copying superficially what Jesus did. It’s
about our hearts being transformed by the Spirit through prayer and Scripture. It’s like a child becoming more
like parents when they have a close relationship in love, when we have a close relationship with God we become
more like Jesus.
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Are you walking before God? Do you believe He is almighty and are you following His Word? Is your heart
turned upon God? The key to living a victorious Christian life is to walk before Almighty God. We should seek
first a right relationship with God. God has a plan for you, which to prosper you and not to harm you. And that’s
a big blessing that belongs not only to you but also to your family, friends, and all the people around you. If you
believe in Jesus and walk with Him, that blessing is already given. Why don’t we make living with God our first
priority this year and walk faithfully and be blameless before God.



