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God's Work of Salvation Acts 7:22-36
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Last week we learned that God listens to our cry. He not only hears and understands our cry, but also responds with
actual help. We do not know when or how He's going to help us. However, just as He had listened to the cry of the
Israelites and delivered them from the slavery in Egypt, He will respond to our cry with help.

ABRF. MENEDIIICLTA AT ZNDORERODNTZNERD ZLIZE T, MEENREIWIBHFTH DN ES
DWW EEWET, BETLEZRDE A ZATTLD ) BIZIFEBICOL ZEDTE 52000 LD BIERKI60T Ai-
LRLESNTVET, ZIICEMERFELTLEED D L REIF2000 NiTh oo ZX 6 ET, 2000 A&k, £
MITRICRERE T, TARKERFEDOAXEZFLODLZ LRSI ETIEHY A, L, #EEITZ O
LOEEREE-MEL L TE—L W) AEZBIY IR 27=DTT,

Today, we are going to learn who God really is by looking at how He had rescued the lIsraelites. In the book of
Numbers, it is written that there were 600,000 men who were eligible to enlist as a soldier (at least 20 years old) in Israel.
It is easy to imagine that total population of Israel including women and children must have been at least 2 million.
That's a big nation. It is not easy to rule and manage such big number of people. However, as their ruler and
deliverer, God sent Moses.
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What kind of a man Moses was? Verse 22 says “Moses was educated in all the wisdom of the Egyptians and was
powerful in speech and action.” Back then the education in Egypt was the best in the world. Moses received the best
education, and was powerful and excellent as a man. However, when he was 40 years old, he witnessed his fellow
Jews were abused by the Egyptians and eventually he killed the Egyptian. Moses thought that the fellow Jews would
understand his intention of trying to save them, but later, when he was trying to intervene the argument between Jews,
they told him “Who made you ruler and judge over us? Do you want to kill me as you killed the Egyptian yesterday?”
(verse 27-28)
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Hearing this, Moses fled to the desert of Midian, and became a shepherd. After 40 years, Moses was 80 years old.
Generally, it is unthinkable for 80 years old to do some tremendously big work. It is easier to understand if he achieved
something when he was 80, as a result of his continuing work since his youth. However, Moses was living in luxury as
a son of Pharaoh's daughter until 40, and started to live in the wilderness quietly after that. It is hard to imagine that he
initiates something that big.
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However the verse 35 says “This is the same Moses whom they had rejected with the words, 'Who made you ruler and
judge?' He was sent to be their ruler and deliverer by God himself, through the angel who appeared to him in the bush.”
God did not sent Moses when he was 40 and powerful in his words and actions. He had chosen Moses when he was
80, to be sent to Pharaoh. Moses was broken-whatever the reason was, he killed a man, rejected by the Israelites, and
spent 40 years in the wilderness. God sent that Moses as a deliverer of Israel.
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The Israelites, who had suffered and cried out from their slavery in Egypt, experienced God's work through Moses. It
was the ten plagues that made the Egyptians suffer. They were the plague of blood, frogs, gnats, flies, the death of the
livestock, boils, hail, locusts, darkness, and the death of firstborn. Not only that, but God also parted the Red Sea to
deliver the Israelites from the land of Egypt. Moreover, God destroyed the Pharaoh, whose heart was hardened until
the end, and his army, in the sea as they were chasing after the Israelites.
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What if this plan of deliverance were told to the Israelites in detail at the beginning? What do you think they would have
responded? What would you have done? | think it would be hard to believe, because each of those works was not the
work of men. They were all beyond our understanding. However, through Moses, God actually had done those works
and delivered the Israelites from the Egypt, where they had been in a slavery for long time. This teaches us how
important it is to follow God, although we may not be able to understand everything from the beginning. When we trust
and follow God's lead, we can experience His work of deliverance and get to know who God really is.
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God does his works in our daily lives. Last year at the Mt. Harmon Retreat, Pastor Kishimoto told that a Physicist made
a choice to believe in God in front of the gorilla exhibition at the zoo. It was a very interesting experience of salvation.
To be saved, the Gospel needs to be told. However, a man not always believe in God from heart just because he could
understand intellectually. Rather, our knowledge often interfere with our simple faith in God. God even uses gorillas
as a tool of deliverance. What | want to say is that we can never totally understand all of God's work. Since we cannot
understand, our trust in the Lord is necessary. The important thing for us is to depend our life on Him with faith.
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We tend to look at a man and his actions. In fact, God did his work through a man like Moses. However it does not
mean that God chooses the people who are talented. Numbers 12:3 says “Now Moses was a very humble man, more
humble than anyone else on the face of the earth.” If God had focused on his talent, God would have chosen him when
he was 40, not when he was 80. However, God sees his heart, not his skill or ability. He sees if his heart is toward
God or not. Moses must have been humbled by the experience of living in the wilderness. God used Moses, who was
humble, as a vessel of the deliverance.
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It is important for us to brush up our skills. We should do our best within the limit that's capable for us. If we use what
we have for God, He will gladly use them for His purpose. However, those skills can help us or others, but they cannot
save us. God is the only one who can save us. He Himself is our Savior. If we trust in God and His word and follow
Him, we can experience His work of salvation. Therefore, let us not focus on a man, but focus on God's work that is
performed through a man.
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Once, a man whose son was demon-possessed and could not speak, came to Jesus with his son. Jesus asked the
father, “How long has he been like this?” The father answered, “From childhood. It has often thrown him into fire or
water to kill him. But if you can do anything, take pity on us and help us.” (Mark 9:21-22) To this, Jesus said, “'If you
can'? Everything is possible for him who believes.”(verse 23)
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We can tell that his son had been possessed by the spirit for long time, since his father had said that 'from childhood'.
They had been suffering such a long time, it is easy to understand the father's feeling when he said to Jesus, “if you can
do anything”. However, although His disciples may not be able to do something, there's nothing the Lord Jesus cannot
do. Heis filled with the power of the Almighty God. Jesus said, “Everything is possible for him who believes.” and told
the father to have a faith in God.
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“Everything is possible for him who believes.” does not mean that the man can have some mysterious power. It means
that if you believe in God, His Almighty power works within him and everything can be possible. Apostle Paul said the
similar thing; “I can do everything through him who gives me strength.” (Philippians 4:13) Paul confessed that 'l can do
everything through him who gives me strength’, not 'through my own strength'. It is Paul's faith in Almighty God that
made him possible to lead many people to salvation. Everything was because of God's Almighty power and His
guidance.
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We can help someone, but cannot save them. If Moses was not sent by God, he could have helped his fellow Israelites
but could not have saved them. However, because God sent him, even the king of Egypt could not stop him. The
works Moses performed were nothing but the works of God. Let us also believe in this God of salvation. Let us see
the work of His salvation that we can see around us by seeking and walking His way. Almighty God is alive and working
today. His work of salvation is performed all over the world. Let us be in His hand of salvation, and walk one another
in faith.



