2011. 1. 30 Tucson EREL S > THEHOMILD I o7 h20: 1—17
“The One that leads according to the word” Exodus 20:1-17
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We are quickly approaching the close of the first month of the new year. Do you remember where our theme verse for
the year comes from in the Bible? It is Genesis 17:1. “| am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect.”
To be able to feel the presence of the Lord, we are now studying a message series titled “Lead by the Almighty God”.
Until now, we have seen how He is a God who hears our cries, how he saves us with His mighty hand, and how He
supports us in the wilderness (trials).
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Today | would like to focus on how God gave the ten commandments through Moses, and that by His word he leads
us. Through the ten commandments, God shows His people Israel how he wants them to walk. The first 4
commandments deal with His relationship with the people of Israel. To summarize these, the first is that God is one,
the second is that man shall not make idols to serve or worship, the third is that we shall not take the Lord's name in
vain, and the fourth is that we should honor the Sabbath and keep it holy.
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The last 6, numbers 5 through 10, are about our relationship with our fellow man. The fifth is that we are to honor our
father and mother, the sixth is that we are not to murder, the seventh is that we are not to commit adultery, the eighth is
that we are not to steal, the ninth is that we are not to bear false witness, and the tenth is that we are not to covet our
neighbor. Among these, 8 are commandments about what we shall not do. But 2 are things we must do, such as keep
the Sabbath holy and honor our mother and father.
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When you hear a rule that is phrased “you shall not”, or when you hear the phrase “you shall”, which do you tend to like
better? Or are there many who don't like either? Why is this? This may be because these sort of phrases seem to
take away our freedom. Also there is also the sense that if we don't keep the commandment, then there will be some
sort of punishment, and there is the fear associated with this.
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If our God was a dictator like Hitler of Nazi Germany or Kim Jun Il of North Korea, then the source does not have
freedom or love, so it would be natural to feel uncomfortable and fear commands that come from this sort of source.
But is this the case? When you look at these ten commands, what sort of God do you see? Is it a God who does not
have love, but wishes only to control us as slaves?
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In these commandments, we are given things that are really very important to know as we live as a human. In other
words, in regards to our relationship with God, we base our relationship on faith, and we love the one true God. To
believe God, (or to love Him), means to place our full trust in Him, and to offer ourselves up to Him. If we compare it to
a human relationship, | think we can compare it best to the husband-wife relationship.
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When we think about the marriage relationship, the husband or wife holds their spouse as the most important person in
the world, and they do not have this sort of love for another human being. When this sort of love is practiced between
them, they are lead to deeper trust in one another. And it is not that either partner wants to use the other person,
rather they feel they want to serve their spouse. And from service, a feeling of mutual respect is born. And further, by
spending quality time together, they can keep this feeling fresh and renewed for each other.
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Of course our relationship to God is not the same as our relationship to God. At some point we must realize that God
is God and we are just humans. We just aren't at the same level. But doesn't this mean that we should take more care
of our relationship with God, even more than we would our spouse? As the Lord says, we should not worship an idol,
but love our God who is one, and serve Him, and worship Him from our heart. And we should build a relationship of
trust based on this. When anyone reaches out to Him, He will gladly welcome them in, and fill them with His love.
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Let us now move from how we hold a correct vertical relationship with God, to our neighbor, which is a more horizontal
relationship. Honor your father and mother, do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not lie, do not
covet, what impression do these commandments leave on you? IS God trying to bind up your heart? Is He saying
something unclear and demanding the impossible from us?
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Please close your eyes and imagine with me a minute. What would the world be like if there absolutely no more
murder, adultery (cheating), theft, or lying? If everyone truly honored mother and father from their heart, and respected
their neighbors, what would the world we live in be like? The other day, there was the mass shooting incident in
Tucson, and more News stories are produced each day about it, and many people were affected by this. What if this
sort of thing were to disappear entirely? It would really be a peaceful world. Many of our fears and worries would
disappear.
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When we think about this wonderful effect, then we cannot think that God is trying to make us slaves, and trying to
control us by the ten commandments. God gives us the ten commandments so that we can live in His love, and in
loving relationships with each other. In other words, He gives us His words. This is why if we stop and focus on each
of the commands one at a time, we can begin to see God's love for us shine through. But if we don't think about God's
will, and just consider the phrase a cold rule, we will not feel His love, or be filled with life.
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But the unfortunate thing is that even if we get a direct word from God, we are not able to follow it perfectly. Why is
this? It is because we have sin living in us. From the very first man, Adam, all mankind has had sin within their hearts.
And there is no way for us by our own strength to conquer sin in our lives.
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The apostle Paul says this about the power of sin. Romans 7:14-15 “For we know that the law is spiritual: but | am
carnal, sold under sin. For that which | do | allow not: for what | would, that do | not; but what | hate, that do I.” After
this Paul continues in 24-25, “O wretched man that | am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death? | thank God
through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
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The people of Israel who received the law, tried to keep it, but in the end, there was no one who could keep it perfectly.
Just the opposite, the more they tried to learn and keep the law, the more they found how deeply they lived in sin. Paul
was one example of this. However, while he admitted that he was wretched in his sin, he preached about the help that
comes from the Lord. In other words the saving love of Christ.
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2 Timothy 3:15 says “And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.” The Bible, in other words the word of God, does not bind us up, or
steal life from us. The word gives us wisdom, and leads us to the feet of Jesus, and allows us to receive God's
salvation. This is why daily reading and study of the Bible as a habit, is a huge help to us. The word nourishes our
heart, frees us from the grip of sin, and gives a life full of energy and joy.
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Where does release from the grip of sin come from? The cross of Christ. When we look with faith at the cross of
Christ, Jesus frees us from the grip of sin by the word of God. The Lord uses all knowing power to work on outside and
inside of us to help us. So let us hold fast to the word of the Lord. When we do, even if we are forced to live a life in
the wilderness, the word of the Lord gives us power and hope and courage to make it through the trial.
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How is your attitude toward the word today? With trust, are you daily listening to the word of the Lord? When the
prophet Samuel first heard the word of the Lord said “Speak, LORD; for thy servant heareth” (1 Samuel 3:9-10). In
this way, God speaks intimately to the heart of those that have a listening heart like Samuel. And the word of the Lord
will enliven you. How about it? May we also say together “Speak Lord, your servant is listening”, coming before the
Lord and allowing our lives to be led.



