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“The One Who Orders to “Be Strong”™” Joshua 1:1-9
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We have been studying a message series titled “Lead by the Almighty God” since second week of January. We have
learned that our God is “The One Who Hears Our Cry”, “The One Who Saves Us”, “The One Who Assists the Life in
the Wilderness”, “The One Who Leads According to the Word” and “The One Who Walks with Those Who Believes”.
God chose Moses to lead the Israelites out from Egypt and 40 years in wilderness, and now it is time for Moses to end
his task.
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Let’s look at Deuteronomy 34:1-7: “1 Then Moses climbed Mount Nebo from the plains of Moab to the top of Pisgah,
across from Jericho. There the LORD showed him the whole land—from Gilead to Dan, ? all of Naphtali, the territory of
Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as the Mediterranean Sea, 3 the Negev and the whole region from
the Valley of Jericho, the City of Palms, as far as Zoar. * Then the LORD said to him, “This is the land | promised on
oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob when | said, ‘I will give it to your descendants.’ | have let you see it with your eyes,
but you will not cross over into it.” °> And Moses the servant of the LORD died there in Moab, as the LORD had said. °
He buried him in Moab, in the valley opposite Beth Peor, but to this day no one knows where his grave is. " Moses was
a hundred and twenty years old when he died, yet his eyes were not weak nor his strength gone.”
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The people of Israel suffer a big shock and sadness by the death of this great leader Moses. God then calls Joshua,

son of Nun, to be the next leader. God now leads the Israelites to the Promised Land Canaan through Joshua. What
God told Joshua is where we will be looking at today. As God appoints Joshua He teaches him how he should be as
the leader.
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What the Lord told Joshua is that He should not be afraid and be strong, for He will be with him, as He was with Moses,
and to obey all the law, then no one will be able to stand against him and he will be successful wherever he goes.
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Why did God tell Joshua to “be strong, be not afraid”? The answer is simple. Joshua was in the situation where he
was afraid. His heart was becoming weak and he could not be courageous. So God commanded him to “be strong
and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged” and taught him not only the strategy to get the Promised
Land but also how he should prepare his heart for where he goes or what he does.
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Joshua is a man of faith. When they went to explore the land of Canaan and saw their cities were large and people
were powerful, all the other leaders were terrified but Joshua and Caleb stood on God’s promise and believed that God
will give them the land. Not only that, Joshua worked long time as Moses’ aide so he was already serving an important
role among his people. But even so, when he was chosen he felt fear. That's why God repeatedly told him to “be
strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.”
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In our daily lives too, we feel fear in many ways. What kind of fear do you have now? Do you have particular things to
be afraid of? Why do we fear? Fear weakens our souls and takes away the courage to face hardships or trials. So
when we face a problem or a task with fear, it already creates a negative result and makes a failure in the heart even
before we try it.
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When | look back my life before | met Jesus, | think my heart was always occupied with fear. It was not always about
one certain thing, but for example, it was a fear of making mistakes, or a fear being disliked by somebody, or a fear of
loneliness. My biggest fear was death. Because of all these fear | had, my attitude had always been negative and half-
hearted.
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However, Jesus told me who | should really fear. Jesus said, “Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill
the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell. (Matthew 10:28) ” This is the
Almighty God who made the Heaven and the earth. Jesus taught me to fear this One and the Only God who holds my
life.
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We are not sure whether Joshua was afraid of his enemies or not — maybe he was. But I think his fear was more
toward God rather than of his enemies. Joshua experienced God’s miracles through Moses and also went through 40
years of wilderness as the judgment of the people’s grumble. Because this same God has chosen him as the new
leader, Joshua feared God and his responsibility.
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As it says in Proverbs 9:10: “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is
understanding.”, Joshua was filled with God’s wisdom and power and strengthened, being able to lead the Israelites to
the Land of Canaan. He is saying this later in his life:
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Joshua 23:1-4: ' After a long tlme had passed and the LORD had given Israel rest from all their enemies around them,
Joshua, by then a very old man, % summoned all Israel—their elders, leaders, judges and officials—and said to them: “l am
very old. *You yourselves have seen everything the LORD your God has done to all these nations for your sake; it was the
LORD your God who fought for you. * Remember how | have allotted as an inheritance for your tribes all the land of the
nations that remain—the nations | conquered—between the Jordan and the Mediterranean Sea in the west.”
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Joshua and the people of Israel fought many battles with their own hands to conquer the Land of Canaan. But here
Joshua says, “it was the LORD your God who fought for you.”, testifying that it was because God fought for them that they
were able to conquer the land as He promised. It was not because Joshua and the Israelites had human power and were
strong, but because the Almighty God was with them and He fought for them they could win the battles.
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God walks with those who believe. He leads the life of those who believe. His will is that those who love Him live this
life on earth with fear and be strengthened by the Spirit and the Words and walk like those who won victory, not like
losers. The Apostle Paul said, “What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be
against us? (Romans 8:31)” If we live this faith, we will have Joshua’s view that God is fighting for us in our lives.
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Are you in midst of hardship or trials? Are you afraid, lost, or feeling weak? Let’s listen to the Words God said to
Joshua. As He promised to Joshua, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.”, He is promising this to you. Just as He
strengthened Joshua, He will make you strong. Just as He led the Israelites to the Promised Land by His Words, He
will speak to you and will lead you in blessing. Let’s look upon Him and be strengthened through Him today and every
day.



