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The One who Gives to Those Who Seek Joshua 1:3-4
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Last week while | was in Japan, we invited Rev. Kazuo Ozaki as a guest speaker to deliver the message. Did you enjoy
him? | believe you all had a blessed time of worship. Today, we continue on the series of “Being Led by Almighty
God”. Do you remember the message from two weeks ago? We had learned how God called Joshua to be a new
leader of Israel after Moses, and how God gave Joshua the word of promise and encouragement.
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Just as He was with Moses, God was with Joshua. Therefore God commanded Joshua not to be afraid, to be strong
and courageous, and to keep His word. God promised that Joshua will be blessed and to prosper wherever he goes.
Today we're going to look at the same verses from the last time but especially focus on verse 3 and 4.
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God says that “I will give you every place where you set your foot....” 'The Place where you set your foot' means the
place where the Israelites actually go out and set their feet upon. In short, God is expecting the Israelites to step into
the land which He promised them to give. God did not say that He will bring the promised land to the Israelites, as they
were waiting in the wilderness. He said that the land will be theirs, when the Israelites will step into the land with their
faith in God.
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God is commanding Joshua to step out in faith. This is also clear from Joshua chapter 3, where the Israelites cross the
Jordan River. Do you remember how the red sea parted when they escaped from Egypt? Let's look at Exodus
14:21-22; “Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night the Lord drove the sea back with a strong
east wind and turned it into dry land. The waters were divided, and the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground,
with a wall of water on their right and on their left.”
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Then, how was it when Joshua led the Israelites to cross the Jordan River? God told Joshua, “Tell the priests who carry
the ark of the covenant; "When you reach the edge of the Jordan's waters, go and stand in the river.”(Joshua 3:8) First
God told him that the priests need to stand in the river water. When the priests' feet actually touched the water, the
water from upstream stopped flowing, and it piled up in a heap. (Joshua 3:15-16)
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At the exile from Egypt, the Israelites first saw the water parted and then they walked on the dry land. This time, the
water parted when the priests' feet actually touched the water. That means they did not know if the water would part or
not, until they stepped into the river, believing what God had told them. However, when they had stepped out in faith,
He stopped the water from flowing.
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God surely accomplishes what He had promised. Just as today's verse says “as | promised Moses,”, we can see that
He had led the Israelites in blessing according to the promise He had made. God does not say “| may give you” or
“Maybe | will give you.”, He says “I give you”. He can fulfill the promise He made. Even before the promise is realized
before our eyes, for God, His promise is already fulfilled.
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In Joshua chapter 12, the phrase “the king of ...... one” are written repeatedly. In the end of the chapter, it is written
“thirty-one kings in all.”. Those were kings who lived in the land of Canaan, which God promised to Joshua and the
Israelites. The Israelites fought all those nations and won each one of them. If you just look at the result, it looks like
they instantly won over the land of Canaan. However, in reality, they fought more than 31 spiritual wars and eventually
inherited the land that was promised to them.
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As we look at the way the Israelites walked, it reminds us that God leads us in the same way in our spiritual walk. God
promised to make us as His children through His Son Jesus Christ. Therefore, if we, as His children, trust in Father
God and walk according to His word, we can inherit each of the promised blessing. Therefore, we need to not to be
afraid, and be strong, and proceed in our spiritual walk even when we were encountered with difficulties. If we do, we
will not end up in the wilderness. He had already promised us His Kingdom, which is no comparison to the wilderness.
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Jesus said in Mark 11:22-24; “Have faith in God,' Jesus answered. 'l tell you the truth, if anyone says to this mountain,
Go, throw yourself into the sea, and does not doubt in his heart but believes that what he says will happen, it will be done
for him. Therefore | tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours."”
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Jesus tells us “Whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.” How about you?
Are you praying in such away? Have you ever prayed, as you doubt the almighty God, thinking you may not receive it?
Here He says, “If anyone says to the mountain to move, and does not doubt but believes, it will be done.” Is such thing
possible?
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For the Israelites, exile from Egypt and occupying the land of Canaan were the same thing as moving the mountains.
Just as the 10 out of 12 leaders who spied on Canaan testified, they concluded that their enemy was too big for them
because they were focusing on their own power, instead of relying on God. Therefore, they could not step out in their
faith. Instead, they chose to stay where they were, and died in the desert.
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However, when God promises something, He will fulfill even when it is impossible for us. Joshua and Caleb believed it,
so they defeated 31 kings and inherited the land. Through Joshua and the people's faith, God surely did His work on
the Israelites that seemed as difficult as moving the mountains. Jesus said, “Whatever you ask for in prayer, believe
that you have received it, and it will be yours.”. Do you believe His word? If you believe, you will experience that God
is alive and working among us. That's a wonderful thing about faith, and it is the blessing of God which is given to those
who believe in Him.
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Hebrews 11:6 says “And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe
that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.” Why do we need such faith? Itis because we need
to know that God really exists and He rewards those who seek. (By knowing God through faith,) we praise the glory of
God. He gives us the promise by His word, and surely rewards those who believe.
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Joshua 1:4 describes the territory of Israel. By showing the entire picture, God is showing them where they can obtain
even before they enter the land. However, it was necessary for them to attack against each nation to inherit the land.
God's promised blessing is not vague. It is specific. Therefore, we need to pray and ask Him specifically. If we
tackle each issue and problem with faith, He will surely give us the victory.
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How about you? Do you have any territories in your life where you have not have won yet? Is there any problems or
enemies in past, present, and future, that makes you defeated? Let us rely on our Almighty God. Let's pray and ask
Him specifically. What is necessary in our walk with God is to trust in Him and step out in faith. God promised that He
will be with those who believe in Him, and give them His blessing but we need to receive it without a doubt. Let us be
the ones to receive each blessing from Him, as we maximize our God-given faith.
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Let me finish this message by reading Matthew 7:7-11. “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock
and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the
door will be opened. Which of you, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will give
him a snake? If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your
Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!”



