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“The One Who Walks with Those Who Believes” Numbers 14:26-38
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Last week, we studied that God is the One who leads us with His Word. God gave the Israelites the Ten
Commandments in the wilderness, which was to benefit them so that they can live a life blessed as God's chosen
people. If you look at the history of the Israel, however, it's clear that they did not always live a life that was blessed
by God. Rather, the Bible records many incidents where they were living the life opposite from a blessed life. In
today's text, God had told the Israelites that they would spend 40 years in the wilderness and all the first generation
would die during that time.
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Why could they not enter the land of Canaan (Israel), even though it was promised to them? Did God give them a
false promise? No, it was because of their unfaithfulness. Verse 29 says “In this desert your bodies will fall-every
one of you twenty years old or more who was counted in the census and who has grumbled against me.” Those who
were 'twenty years old or more' and 'grumbled’ died in the desert as a result of their unfaithfulness.
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What were they grumbling about, then? We had already looked at how they grumbled to God when they were hungry
and thirsty in the desert. Here they grumbled against the promise of God. God commanded Moses to send twelve
leaders to spy on the land of Canaan (Numbers 13:1), and they came back after 40 days to report to them. The Bible
records what they had reported.

B Ee 13827 —2880 [FA7-BlE. RN BEDL LIRS 7HICITEE L, T2 EZ L ICH EENRNA TV E
T, ZFLTINRNZZDOLELDTY, 28 LML, ZOHIETRRIZAMLS . TOB 2 3EEA2 D, EFICREL
VEDI R, REBIEIEZTT IO RERE L], T T3I-338, T [RAebIdbDORD & ZAIZKD i
WV, HORIFRZH XL VRNV G, [ 32 51T TREHIZOWNWT, A ATZNVAICELIENSELLTE>, T
T2 BT E K- T - -1, %@&E%ﬁwﬁ<#mﬁoﬂ%%#% Tﬁt&i%& HTomnE-bE, 33
ZIZT, BEBIEIERT7 4 VLN RT7 4 VLANOTF 7 NERT, RRELIZIEASNW R IO XA L, #5
WCbEIRAXTZEEAS] |,

Numbers 13:27-28 “We went in to the land to which you sent us, and it does flow with milk and honey! Here is its fruit.
But the people who live there are powerful, and the cities are fortified and very large. We even saw descendants of
Anak there.” And verse 31-33; “We can't attack those people; they are stronger than we are.” And they spread
among the Israelites a bad report about the land they had explored. They said, 'The land we explored devours those
living init. All the people we saw there are of great size. We saw the Nephilim there (the descendants of Anak come
from the Nephilim). We seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we looked the same to them."”
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The leaders who were sent by Moses, except Joshua and Caleb, were afraid and said that they could not go attack
them despite the fact that they had seen the promised land was a great place. This means that they refused to
receive God's blessing. They had decided by themselves that they were not worthy of receiving God's blessing.
They even said, “ We should choose a leader and go back to Egypt” (14:4)
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Let's look at Numbers 14:28 again; God said, “As surely as | live,....| will do to you the very things | heard you say...”
What God was trying to do is in fact, what the Israelites themselves had told Him. He did to them what they had told
Him. We had learned in our first message of this series that God hears our cry. [If God hears our cry, He also hears
our grumbling and complaining.
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God delivered the Israelites from slavery in Egypt because He heard their cry. He also had a plan for them to lead
them to the land of Canaan, flowing with milk and honey. However, they refused. They refused His blessing, saying,
the land is not suitable for them, they cannot enter there. God heard their grumbling and said, “I will do to you the very
things | heard you say.”
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God did not plan for the first generation of the Israelites to die during 40 years in the wilderness. It was them who had
refused the Almighty God, and decided that they were not worthy of receiving His blessing. So God did to them the
things they had believed. We can learn the lesson here how foolish it is to refuse God and His blessing and how it
makes our life miserable.
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However, we know that not all leaders of those twelve tribes were unfaithful. Joshua and Caleb firmly believed in
God's promise. They had also seen the enemies, just as those who had grumbled. They also had seen the city was
big, and people who live there were strong. However, they did not focus on the difficulties; they trusted in God's
promise. It was their faith. For them, the wilderness was just a passing point to inherit the blessing. Their goal was
the land of Canaan, which was the Promise land. Therefore, just as they had believed, they entered the Promise
Land. God had walked with Joshua and Caleb, who believed His promise and God gave His blessing to them.
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Ouir faith is very important to God. Even though it may be small like a mustard seed, He respects our faith toward Him
and His Word. Our faith starts when we desire to have His promised blessing. Since God desires to bless us, He will
guide those who believe in Him into His blessing. However, it is up to us to seek to receive His blessing.
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Do you desire to receive a blessing from God? If you do, first you must believe that He has already blessed you
through Jesus Christ. That's the start to receive His blessing. Hebrews 11:1 says, “Now faith is being sure of what
we hope for and certain of what we do not see.” God has already promised His blessing. It was up to us to receive
it, and when we believe, it will be realized.
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The Bible is God's Word. ltis filled with God's promises. By faith, we receive those promises as our own. For
example, 1 John 1:9 says, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from
all unrighteousness.” We humans tend to decide how much sins would be forgiven, but that's not how God does. If
we confess our sins, He will forgive us and purify from all unrighteousness because He is faithful and just. Do you
believe this promise? If you do, you are already forgiven.
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What about the “Salvation of the family”? Is everyone in your family saved? God promised “Believe in the Lord
Jesus, and you will be saved-you and your household”(Acts 16:31) The salvation of your family members starts
where you believe, not where the family member are transformed. If you believe in the Lord's promise, you will be
transformed and your family will be transformed. If you believe, the Lord will surely bring salvation to your family.
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John 14:12-14 records Jesus' promise; ‘| tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what | have been doing.
He will do even greater things than these, because | am going to the Father. And | will do whatever you ask in my
name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. You may ask me for anything in my name, and | will do it.”
Jesus said that those who believe in Him will do even greater things than what Jesus has been doing. He also
promised that if we ask Him in His name, He will do it. Do you believe this?
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When we try to believe God, there's always some difficulties. We often encounter the scene which looks totally
different from the blessing He had promised. When we doubt how His promise will be fulfilled, it makes us difficult to
believe in His Word. However, we should not focus on difficulties and problems. We need to cling to the Lord's
promise. We need to hold onto His Word, and focus on the Lord Himself, not on the problems.
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Caleb, who had entered the Promise Land with Joshua, later confessed his faith; “Now, then, just as the Lord
promised, he had kept me alive for forty-five years since the time he said this to Moses, while Israel moved about in the
desert.”(Joshua 14:10) Caleb said 'just as the Lord promised....”. By believing in His promise, he had fought bravely
the battle of faith. And literally, he received God's blessing by his faith. God walks with those who believe in Him.

Let us hold onto God's promise written in the Bible, so that by faith, we can walk with the Lord.



