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“God’s Method” Joshua 6:1-5
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Last week we learned that God blesses those who believe His promise and walk in faith, from a message titled “The One
Who Gives to Those Who Seek”. God’s blessing is not something vague — it’'s very specific. It is important to pray
specifically to receive the Words of promise. And when we receive the Words, we stand on the promise and walk in
faith. Then we can experience each one of God’s promise coming into reality. Let us be the ones who step out in
faith.

ST, A IVaTRVDIAATZARNTF L OMITHD—200T T 2| 2ROMWDEZANLFOET, 26
Whdr Lo, MEkIZavaTIcEbhELE, TRL, bl atZzoE, BLXOELELEZ, HRT-OFIC
ELZ]l, 2ZTHHEET NELE] LWoORTEEZLTHIFTEONET, T42bb, f AT MIZE->TiE, £
) aifZRXOWHEITT N, MERICE > TET TIZI v aT ORI az2ELTEBLNLDE NI DTT,

Today we will learn from the part where Joshua and the Israelites conquer “Jericho”, one of the cities in Canaan. The
Lord said to Joshua in verse 2: “| have given you Jericho, its king, and all its strong warriors. (NLT)” He says “I have
given”, which means He has already delivered Jericho to Joshua’s hands, even before they attack the city.
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Even though God says so, it is not easy to conquer one big city. As you can read, Jericho was surrounded by the wall
and the gate was tightly shut. The wall was the shield from Israel’s invasion. And for the Israelites this wall was the
biggest barrier. They needed to break the wall somehow in order to take the city.
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When we watch ancient war movies we can see that how to break the wall is the important key to take the city.
However, it is surprising that God does not give any strategy. God’s order to Joshua is written in verses 3-5:
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“ You and your fighting men should march around the town once a day for six days. * Seven priests will walk ahead of
“the Ark, each carrying a ram’s horn. On the seventh day you are to march around the town seven times, with the priests
blowing the horns. ® When you hear the priests give one long blast on the rams’ horns, have all the people shout as loud
as they can. Then the walls of the town will collapse, and the people can charge straight into the town.”
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Whatever the method be, it is not easy to tear down a well built wall. It takes time and labor. In that sense, it is
understandable that God made them spend 7 days. However what is surprising is that the Israelites marched around it
for 7 days but didn’t touch it at all. God said to march around the town once a day for 6 days, 7 times on the 7th day,
and when the people shout with the priests’ signal, the wall will collapse. This is far beyond our common sense and
makes us hard to believe.
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However, Joshua, the man of faith, ordered his people just as God told him and the people of Israel followed the order.
The result is in verse 20: “When the trumpets sounded, the army shouted, and at the sound of the trumpet, when the
men gave a loud shout, the wall collapsed; so everyone charged straight in, and they took the city.” The wall of Jericho
collapsed with the people’s loud shout, just as God said.
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How do you take this incident? Do you believe it as true story or something made up? What collapsed the wall? It
was God’s work. God broke the wall for the Israelites who followed His Words. His order sounded unrealistic that
people might have wanted to question “Why?” or “How?” But they chose not to doubt but to obey the Lord’s voice. And
when they did what God told them to, the wall they could not handle by themselves fell down in an instant.
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Just like the wall of Jericho was a barrier to the Israelites, We all experience barriers in our lives and often think, “Only if
there wasn'’t this wall (problem) - | would be happy.” Some of you may be in a situation right now with a big wall in front
of you and don’t know what to do. We want to keep in mind how God collapsed the wall before Israel. God shattered
it through Israelites’ obedience to His Words.
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Jesus said, % “Anyone who listens to my teaching and follows it is wise, like a person who builds a house on solid rock.

% Though the rain comes in torrents and the floodwaters rise and the winds beat against that house, it won’t collapse
because it is built on bedrock. 2° But anyone who hears my teaching and doesn’t obey it is foolish, like a person who
builds a house on sand. ?” When the rains and floods come and the winds beat against that house, it will collapse with a
mighty crash. (Matthew 7:24-27, NLT)”
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It is not difficult to believe that God is Almighty when things are going well. But when things are going against you, or
when there’s a big barrier in front of you, it is difficult. In those times our faith really matters. We need faith to choose
to obey the Lord’s voice. As Jesus says, if we have faith as small as a mustard seed, we will be able to stand firm even
in a difficult situation. God breaks down the wall and gives victory for those who stand in faith and obey His Words.
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God gave His Words of order to Joshua and the people of Israel so that they would experience His Almighty Power and
to trust Him more. Even today, He speaks to us through His Words and guides us so that we can experience God
Himself and His Almighty power. The Words of promise come to reality when we listen and follow.
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This Wednesday (Ash Wednesday) starts the Lent season. Jesus suffered the road to the cross in order to save us
from our sin and death. This Atonement is sometimes difficult to understand. But God’s salvation is given to us for
sure, through Jesus Christ who followed God’s will faithfully until death.
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For us, the issue of sin and death is a bigger problem than Jericho’s wall. There is no way we can overcome by our
own. However, God gives us the power to defeat it through our Savior Jesus Christ. 1 Corinthians 15:55-57 says:

% “Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” *® The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is
the law. °’ But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.’
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If we live relying on ourselves, we would often worry and be troubled by problems or barriers facing us. There is not
one wall which the Almighty God cannot break down. When we rely on Him and trust His Almighty power, God Himself
will stand in front of us and collapse every wall. God is a faithful God and He will surely accomplish this for those who
obey His will.
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Let us start by believing that we are blessed being through Jesus Christ. Let us seek God’s guidance and wait upon
His Words. When we receive the Words of promise let us not just hear it but put into action. The obedience to His
Words is the key to experience God’s Almighty power. Just as God collapsed the wall of Jericho in front of Israel, He
will break down every wall in front of us and gives us victory.



