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“If God will not be with us” Joshua 7:1-5
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Last week, we heard God's voice through the message titled “God's Method”. God surely does wonderful miracles that
are beyond our understanding. Through Joshua and Israel's obedience to God's command, He destroyed the wall of
Jericho in front of their eyes. In the same way, even today, He fulfills His promised blessings through Jesus Christ to
those who obey and follow His Word.
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Just as God promised Joshua that He 'has delivered Jericho into your hands', the Israelites went up to the city of Jericho
to attack and conquered it as soon as the wall was destroyed. Today's verses are about the incident after the big
victory. After Jericho, the Israel attacked the town of Ai. However, they were defeated by the people of Ai.

REMORTHLA ATz NE, =) aoBflok, 7AW THRILZBRLTLESZOTL LI D2 T A4 DR
VDN E T LEOMPHMAD—DE, IV aT EARTZADILOHBIEWVWS ZENTEDH L
BWET, 3vaT7B@37 A8 LD, TOMEEET HT-OICAAEZTNEETH, EoiF-oTETIH 3
vaTlEF s 0 TY, 3. TREESMITHERNTLLEZEY, . ZTASLWE ELET, T4 272850
WTLE I, HHiTbdnenTTns, REEHCo T, BIbE2L IR LANTLSZE W] &,

Why the Israelites, God's people, were defeated by Ai after they celebrated the victory over Jericho? Were people of Ai
stronger than the people of Jericho? One of the reasons they lost the battle was that Joshua and Israel were careless.
Joshua sent some spies to Ai before they proceeded, and they came back to report to Joshua; “Not all the people will
have to go up against Ai. Send two or three thousand men to take it and do not weary all the people, for only a few men
are there.” (Joshua 7:3)
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What is your thought on this report? Obviously they were underestimating the power of people of Ai. '..For only a few
men are there' indicates that they were not relying on their faith, but they were looking at the number of soldiers, which
measures human power. We do not know why Joshua did not seek God's will after hearing this report. However, after
they sent about three thousand people to Ai just as suggested, they were totally defeated. The lIsraelites lost their
drive. | believe the reason of this loss was their carelessness stemmed from their arrogance after the victory over
Jericho.
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However, that was not the only reason the Israelites lost the battle. The major reason was because the sin entered in
Israel. Verse 1 says “But the Israelites acted unfaithfully in regard to the devoted things; Achan son of Carmi, the son of
Zimri, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took some of them. So the Lord's anger burned against Israel.” In short, a
man named Achan did not obey God's word and took the devoted things, Because of his sin, they could not stand strong
before their enemies.
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Originally, it was God's promise to deliver the Israelites from slavery and to make them inherit the land of Canaan that
flows with milk and honey. Therefore, all wars that Israel faced were God's war, and for Israelites, it was required of
them to trust and obey Him. They were in spiritual war. Because of their disobedience and arrogance to believe in
their own strength, they could not win against Ai.
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Please look at verse 11 and 12. God told Joshua, “Israel has sinned; they have violated my covenant, which |
commanded them to keep. They have taken some of the devoted things; they have stolen, they have lied, they have
put them with their own possessions. That is why the Israelites cannot stand against their enemies; they turn their
backs and run because they have been made liable to destruction. | will not be with you anymore unless you destroy
whatever among you is devoted to destruction.”
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God told Joshua “I will not be with you anymore unless you destroy whatever among you is devoted to destruction.” It
was His command for Joshua to remove their sins from Israel. Joshua did as the Lord commanded him, and found out
Achan who was the source of sin of the Israel. They stoned Achan and burned everything he had. God turned from
his fierce anger (Joshua 7:26) when the Israel removed their sins among them. God again command Joshua to attach
Ai. This time, as written in Joshua chapter 8, the Israel won against Ai.
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Why are Christians blessed? Why those who believe in the Lord are always victorious? It's because God is with them
always. God lives within us who believe in Him through the Holy Spirit, and walk wherever we are with us. That's why
we are blessed, and are promised the victory by this Almighty Lord.
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Then, what would happen if we consciously not to obey God's Word and try to go our own way? Then, the Lord will not
be with us. If He was not with us, there would be no blessing from the Lord. Rather, our walk would be accompanied
by curse. God sets before us life and death, blessings and curses. And He desires us to choose life (Deuteronomy
30:19). If, by faith, we choose life and blessings, He will give them to us.
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| am sure no one wants to hear the word 'curse’. However, Apostle Paul said in Galatians 1:8-9 “But even if we or an
angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let him be eternally condemned
(cursed)! As we have already said, so now | say again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you
accepted, let him be eternally condemned (cursed)!”
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Paul used the word '.....condemned (cursed)', which is directly translated into 'be handed over to God's anger’. God is
love, but what does He feel angry about? Itis sin. Justas God was angry against Achan, who did not obey His Word,
He will be angry against us, if we were arrogant, and rejected God and His Word. Furthermore, if we had noticed our
own sin but chose to leave them alone, our sinful status would get us in a situation where God will not be with us.
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There is a man named Samson in the book of Judges in Old Testament. He was chosen by God and judged Israel for
20 years. He was very powerful, and no one could stand before him. However, even he had weakness. He liked
women. Once he loved a woman named Delilah and she became a trap for him. He told her the secret of his
strength, and because of it, his enemy Philistines captured him. (Judges 16:20) His strength was because of God's
presence, but he underestimated it and it cost him his life.
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There's no one in this world who is sinless. Every one of us is sinful, just as Achan was, before God. However God
prepared the way for forgiveness through His Son Jesus Christ. That's Christ's cross. Galatians 3:13 says “Christ
redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written; 'Cursed is everyone who is hung on a
tree"”
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The Lord Jesus was a blessed existence but at the same time, he became a curse for us by being hung on a tree. He
did this to remove our sins and death, which is a curse and result of the sin. What reason do we have to refuse and turn
away from God, when God Himself loves and forgives us this much? We cannot remove our own sins. However, if we
look upon Christ's cross with sincere repentance and faith, He will forgive all of our sins. Not only that, but He also
allow us to start a new life.
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Let us pray for one another so that no one would underestimate our sins and turn away from God. If we found a sin in
one another, we should not judge each other because of it. Rather, let us seek His forgiveness and come before the
cross. If God is not with us, we have no life, no blessings. God Himself is life and blessing. Let us pursue God
Himself, by believing in Him, and obeying His Word. When God is with us, we will be filled with life and become a
blessed existence.



