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Let Us Serve the Almighty God! Joshua 24:14-15
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Last week we celebrated our church's 15™ anniversary in our service. We had almost 100 people (including kids and
adults) attending, and we could give thanksgiving to God together. 15 members from San Diego church drove here for
this celebration, including our guest speaker Pastor Ichibei Honda. We were very encouraged by their dedication and
love. Unfortunately, there was not enough time to have 'Sharing of our Blessings' which we had planned, but | believe it
was a great chance for each of us to recall God's blessing. As it was told in the message, we were chosen by the Lord
and called upon. Therefore, we should be standing firm on His promise to walk our daily walk in Him, as we receive the
power of His word. (Let's pray.)
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Today is the last day of the message series we started back in January, titled “Being led by Almighty God”. | would like
to recall the titles of past messages to help our memory; “The One Who Hears Our Cry“, “God’s Work of Salvation®, “The
One Who Assists the Life in the Wilderness®, “The One that leads according to the word®, “The One Who Walks with
Those Who Believes*, “The One Who Orders to “Be Strong”, “The One who Gives to Those Who Seek", “God’s Method*,
“If God will not be with us, “Still Very Large Areas of Land to be Taken Over*.
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Today, as a conclusion, | would like us to look at the end of chapter 24 from the book of Joshua. Just as God had
promised Abraham and Moses, He delivered the Israelites from Egypt, and led them into Canaan, the land flowing with
milk and honey. This was done by God's unilateral love and choice, and it was the blessing given to them from Him.
Therefore, Joshua gathered all leaders to have them remember His blessing and commanded them to fear and serve
God. However, it was not forced; by giving them choices, he encouraged them to serve God willingly and freely.
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Jesus said, “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
(Mark 10:45) Jesus is God's only Son. He is the Prince of God's Kingdom. Therefore, naturally, He was supposed
to be served, not to serve. However, He said He 'came to serve'. He also said that to serve is Father God's will and
His mission is to do God's will. The Lord clearly had said, “For | have come down from heaven not to do my will but to
do the will of him who sent me.”(John 6:38)
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A nation is ruled by a king. Then, who is ruling the kingdom of God? Of course it's God. He is the only king, and He
rules His kingdom with His blessing. Then, who are others in His kihngdom? They are the people who serve God.
There are some leaders who do important work for Him, and there are also those who serve those leaders. Besides
the king, all of others are those who serve the king. In short, they are the king's servants. What are required of those
people? They are required to sincerely serve God, who is the king.
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If you were a king, what kind of attitude would you expect to those who serve you? God, who is also the king of His own
kingdom, desires us to be faithful to Him. Of course, we would also be required to mature in knowledge and ability.
However, more than anything, God desires us to listen and obey His voice. That is what it means to believe and love
God.
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In the Old Testament, there was this famous King David. He was the second king of Israel. The first king of Israel was
Saul. He was tall, talented, and very suitable to be the king of Israel. Saul walked humbly before God at the beginning.
However, as he won more battles and saw his nation getting more powerful through him, he became arrogant. He was
now more worried about being popular among people than listen and obey God's voice, and his priority was his own

business. He forgot to serve the real King, who had called him upon to be the king of Israel, and acted like he was God.
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God told Saul through the prophet Samuel “Does the Lord delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in obeying
the voice of the Lord? To obey is better than sacrifice, and too heed is better than the fat of rams. For rebellion is like
the sin of divination, and arrogance like the evil of idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, he has
rejected you as king.” (1 Samuel 15:22-23)
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God told Saul that rather than offering the burnt offering, the most important thing is to listen and obey God's word. He
then rejected him as a king because he forgot to serve God and became arrogant. To believe in God is to serve Him.
And to serve Him is to listen and obey His Word.
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You probably have heard of Florence Nightingale. There are many people in the Bible who served the Lord, but she
was another one who had faithfully served Him. She was the 'one who heard God's voice'. Throughout her life she
heard His voice. When Crimean War (1853-56, war between Russia and allies, such as France, England, Turkey)
started, she obeyed God's command and went to the war zone to take care of wounded soldiers.
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She did not discriminate soldiers; she took care of so many wounded. Her care gave peace to those soldiers who were
scared of death, and released them from the fear. For patients who had even the slightest hope to survive, she kept
giving them a hope to live. It was told that many soldiers wanted to be seen by her, rather than more skilled doctors.
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After the war, England prepared a national ceremony to welcome her homecoming, but she came home without being
noticed by using an alias. Queen Victoria gave her a medal decorated with many jewels. Later, Emperor Edward
gave her the most distinguished award. After coming home, she founded 'Nightingale Nursing School' which became
the model for the nations all over the world. International Red Cross founded 'Nightingale Award' to honor the excellent
nurses every year.
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During the war, she was working in the hospital that was extremely dirty. She even cleaned the floor as she found
some spare time. A doctor, who saw her working so hard, told her, “If you have any spare time, you should get some
rest.” To this, she answered, “My hand is given by God. It is not me working, | am just doing God's work for Him.”
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When her dedicated work was spreading throughout the world, a newspaper reporter had asked her, “Why do you think
you could have such a successful life?” She answered, ‘| just lived my life depending on God's will, as He called upon
me. That'sit.” When she was 31 years old, she wrote in her diary; “I don't want to have a desire for immature or
empty things anymore. Lord, please guide me so that | can only think of Your will always.”
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Nightingale listened and obeyed God's voice, and served Him all her life by working as a nurse. Her work as a nurse
and Joshua's work as a leader of Israel are totally different work. However, both of them served God wholeheartedly.
What moved their hearts to accomplish their mission was not their own wishes or their own ideas. It was the voice
(word) from God. By listening His voice, they learned what they need to do and they did it as best they could. God
was with them, when they were faithfully obeying His voice. He blessed them and used their work abundantly for His
purpose.
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Our savior Jesus Christ died on the cross for us. That's how He completely obeyed Father God's will. He was faithful
until the end. By working His almighty power in Jesus, God raised Jesus up from the death. This is what the Lord
commanded as He was going up to the heaven; “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore
go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you. And surely | am with you always, to the very end of the
age.”(Matthew 28:18-20)
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“I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” This is Jesus' promise. Who are those 'you' He mentioned here?
It's His disciples. His disciples include not just 12 Apostles, but also all people who love and serve God beyond time
and place. Jesus is with those who trust Him and listen and obey His word. He leads them with His word of promise,
and fills their life with His blessings. Let us proclaim 'As for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.' as Joshua
did. Let us be the ones to serve the Almighty God until the end of the age.



