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“Christ's Road to Suffering” Matthew 21:1-11
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This year's Lent, which started on March 9" has only one more week to go. Today we start the Passion Week. Jesus
was crucified on the cross on Friday, and resurrected three days later, which was Sunday. Today's text is from where
Jesus entered Jerusalem while people excitedly welcomed Him on Sunday before Easter.
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Jesus' death on the cross is a historical fact. However, it did not happen by accident. It's not that Jesus was arrested
by the Jewish leaders while He was staying in Jerusalem by accident, and was crucified on the cross because of unfair
trial. Christ's cross had been planned by God even before that happened. Therefore, Jesus Himself knew it would
happen. In short, Jesus went to Jerusalem by His own will. Knowing suffering and death await on Him, He chose to
go to the road of the cross.
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Crucifixion is a horrible punishment. It's the punishment saved only for those who commit the crime that deserves such
treatment. It's for the criminals to be judged for the crime he had committed. However, in this case, God's Son, who
had never committed any sin, was crucified. Jesus could have avoided the cross if He wanted to. However, He went
ahead to die on the cross for our sins.
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This is what the disciple Peter said: “he committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth. When they hurled
their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him
who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for
righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.” (1 Peter 2:22-24)
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We had learned that God is Almighty in past three months. When you say God is Almighty, that means He could have
given us another way of salvation, besides His Son Jesus' suffering. God Himself did not need to suffer for us humans.
Since we are the ones who are sinful, He could judge our sins and make us to kneel before Him and repent forcefully.
However, He rather chose to suffer.
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Why did God give us the salvation through Jesus' extreme suffering on the cross? His purpose was to bring true
repentance and peace to us sinful men through His Son's suffering. We cannot gain real solution and peace when we
repent our sins from fears. However, if we truly repent by knowing God's love which was shown through His cross, we
can rest in God's forgiveness and peace.
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What would you do if someone hurled insults at you? Do you hurl insults right back at them? What if someone made
you suffer? Wouldn't you try to retaliate or threaten them with every possible method? When something happened,
our natural tendency is not to let God take care of it. We naturally try to revenge by ourselves and get the results we
are happy with. That's how we are as sinful humans. However, in this world with endless conflicts, we never
experience a peace when we try to deal with our power. The problem only gets worse and worse.
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God is love, so He does not like to forcefully make us kneel down before Him. Instead, He provided the true way of
peace for us by sending His Son Jesus for judgment on the cross. That's the reason why Jesus went ahead to
Jerusalem in spite of all those people who wanted to kill Him, and to suffer on the cross.
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Verse 5 has a word 'gentle’. The Messiah who was prophesied in the Old Testament was called 'Prince of Peace'
(Isaiah 9:6). He is filled with God's Almighty power. However, as He was suffering on the cross, He did not save
Himself from His suffering. Rather, He took sinners' resistance and accepted it anyway. This is where we can see
how big Jesus' love for us, and how patient He was as He had trusted His Heavenly Father.
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Verse 5 continues '....and riding on a donkey,". What kind of king would enter the city riding on a donkey? Usually a
king would ride on a special horse. However, Jesus is different from the king who rules this world with power. Jesus
rules God's kingdom with His love. Unlike military horses, donkeys are usually used for peaceful labor. That's why
Jesus rode on a donkey to enter the Jerusalem. He came as a Prince of Peace to bring true peace to all who believe.
He did not ride on a military horse; He rode on a donkey. He served us with humility, not with power from above.



FIZEA T ADHT BT, ERT A L ATPN BB EF b TENSHOTVE L, TADTIE, #9%<
OFELHEZT, BE, BRI, fREFELLICETON, B3h, ZLTZRRICEAZRZLRIERLRVOTT )
(v49:22) &, LinL, #ioiMERNTH, EOZEREZHMT I ENTEERATLE, Thwxlc, ENE
DL REETIAY L AMCAIREN, FFRICHL ZOEHOMELENTZNEESD Z LN TERPSLOTT,
WK, ZOZ L EBRVEML TV DT bR HOEFRVDOLI RRERBEE Lo TEATRAELHIDLIZDOT
L7z,

Jesus' disciples were already told the reason why He needed to go to Jerusalem; “The Son of Man must suffer many
things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and he must be killed and on the third day be
raised to life.” (Luke 9:22) However, they could not understand what Jesus was saying. They could not understand
how Jesus made up His mind about going to Jerusalem, and walked the way of suffering after that. Of course no one in
the crowd understood that either, that's why they welcomed Jesus with wild excitement.
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Verse 8 and 9 describe how they welcomed Jesus. They spread branches on the road, and those who went ahead and
those who followed all shouted, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the coming
kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the highest!” Apostle John wrote in John 12:12 that those branches were
from a Palm tree. That's why we call this Sunday “Palm Sunday”.
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'Hosanna' means 'Please save us now." The crowd believed and expected that Jesus was finally going to do
miraculous works in Jerusalem. However, that excited shout would change into 'Crucify him! Crucify him!” by Friday
that week. Why their hearts were changed so dramatically?
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Not only the crowd, but also Judas, who had sold the Lord to Jewish leaders, and twelve disciples, everyone abandoned
Jesus and fled. Why? They had already proclaimed that 'Jesus is God's Christ (Messiah)'. Let's look at verse 10.
“Who is this?” From this question, we can assume the reason why people changed their heart from blessing to curse.
This is a simple question; “Who is Jesus?” The crowd's answer was “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in
Galilee.”
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| assume almost everyone in Jerusalem knew about Jesus directly, or through rumors. They all knew that He healed
the sick, freed demon-possessed. Unlike the teachers of law or Pharisees who were hypocrites, Jesus spoke God's
word with authority, and He had power to do every miracle. Naturally, they expected His miraculous power. They
thought He would save them from every suffering in this world through His miracles.
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However, despite their expectation, Jesus went ahead with the road of suffering to the cross. People expected Jesus to
be like a hero, who rides on a military horse and destroy evil with his mighty power, and complete the salvation.
Instead, Jesus abandoned His mighty power and did not resist before man's evil power. To many people, He looked
like He was defeated. However, it was God and Jesus' complete victory against the power of evil. Today, we are
forgiven because Jesus died on the cross for us. God forgives us because of Jesus' wounds.

Ry, WHEZBMLLEIWN, HHIE, MEZLTWVWDIONES TONLRNWDTYT ] (bH23:34) , ZANFED
DEDICTFA TANTFRETESTTCFESRLEDRLOHTY T, FAHITMHENA S OMABY ISZTTE
HRNVETIIREMIRY £7, EA~OBELIMHHEIZOSOEOANEZN ) EEICELDS>TLEI>DOTT, LML,

FIBRRTZH07012, BHEOWOLEZFFEORME L TEX IS, FEOBGRORENSIEZLEBEVVHL T IS -7 h
NDNDHDTT, TNBRKNEA A« FURARNTT, MRIZZOFV R 2B L TCHRAORZLEFEL T TFIWNE
L7,

“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”(Luke 23:34) This is Jesus' intercessory prayer for us.
We tend to be unfaithful when God does not answer our prayers as we wished. Our praise to the Lord could easily
turns into cursing or mumbling. However, there's One who sacrificed His life for us, and redeemed us from the slavery
of death. That's Savior Jesus Christ. God reconciled with us sinners through Christ.
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Kanzo Uchimura wrote; “The one who handed Christ over to enemies is not the head of sinners. The one who crucified
Him is not the head of sinners. The one who commit murder or adultery is not the head of sinners. The head of
sinners is myself. | have been blessed with God's blessing but for a long time abused them. Knowing what is good
but did not do what is good, knowing what is evil but did not avoid what is evil. Often ignored the Holy Spirit, and
ignored It's will. If someone deserves to be destroyed, it would be me. | am merely receiving His blessing, and | even
have debt against Him. If not everyone is saved, | should be destroyed first. However, if even | would be saved, there
should be no one who cannot be saved...”(from 'Bible Study' April 1906)
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éLet us admit that we are sinners before His cross, and give thanks and praise to God who can even forgive such
people through Christ's blood.



