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Today, we enter a new message series themed "being ready for the final day." "The final day" means the Second
Coming of Jesus. Last week we touched on this topic a little bit; the times that we live in now are towards the final times
written in the Bible. The final day has not come yet, but that day is certainly drawing near. Therefore, God is urging us
to look to that day and prepare ourselves for it. In this series, | would like to talk about how we can prepare ourselves.
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No one knows when the final day will come. Even Jesus did not claim to know, but rather he said "...only the Father
knows" (Matt 24:36). The only one who knows is God, the creator of all things. We are often tempted by the desire to
know the time, but no one can ever know. The bible says that all we can do is know that it will eventually come, and
that day will be a day of salvation for those who believe in the Lord.
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One important thing to do in preparation for that day is to "wait and hope" for it. "Waiting and hoping" without ceasing is
the most important thing of all. At this time, my family and | are looking forward to the birth of our second child. The due
date is only about one month away, and as the days pass the anticipation only gets stronger. It is precisely because of
this "waiting and hoping" for our child that we are able to look forward to the birth and prepare for it. Thinking of a name,
taking special classes, preparing the bed, collecting clothes and diapers; there are many things to prepare!
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As we prepare for the birth | can't help but think that preparation mainly encompasses time, labor, effort, and getting
necessary material goods. In other words, preparing is more about giving and spending than acquiring. This
sometimes is a cause of stress, but we know that this is all for the coming "birth of a new life." This is a great joy, and
we continue our preparations as we look forward to that day.
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Of course, in order to experience this day of joy, my wife Noriko must go through the painful experience of giving birth.
The pain of birth is incredible, and even for me, being with her during this time is not an easy thing. Also, | pray that the
baby is born healthy, but there is the possibility that he won't be. The more | think about it, the easier it is to become
more and more pessimistic. But on the other hand, | simply cannot wait until | can see my newborn baby face-to-face!
Therefore, simply preparing for that day is a joy in itself.
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Preparing for the final day - or Jesus' Second Coming - is a lot like preparing for birth. The bible says that the final day
is like a pregnant woman in labor (1 Thess 5:3), which also means that it will most definitely come. Why do we wait and
hope for that day? Because on that day, we can see our Savior Jesus face-to-face. Jesus, in order to save us and pull
us from darkness, came to this world and walked the path of the cross for us. He gave up His own life, carried our sin,
and in sin died as a reparation for us. He is the benefactor of life, and He blesses us with His guidance. On the final
day, He will come and greet us who place our hope in Him.
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On that day, Jesus will take our bodies and change them into bodies like His own, full of glory, and He will allow us to
live in the place that He lives. We cannot even begin to imagine how amazing and wonderful this will be. But when that
day comes, we will actually experience this. We will actually taste the glory of the Lord. He promises that this will
happen for those on earth that look forward to heaven.
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| often hear people say "If God is a loving God, wouldn't all people go to Heaven? If not, does that mean He is an unfair
God?" Hasn't each person here asked that same question before? Is God unfair? But does God welcome into His
kingdom those who don't hope in Him, and rejects those who do? Absolutely not. Today's theme is "wait and hope for
the final day," which also means that God will welcome into His Kingdom those who wait and hope in Him. Therefore,
while we are alive on this earth, we should pay very close attention as to what is in our hearts and what we choose to
wait and hope for. Is it important for you to hope in and be able to enter heaven?
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Let's read verses 8 and 9 again. "But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand
years, and a thousand years are like a day. The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness.
He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance."
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As it is written here, God does not hope that anyone should pass away into death. His hope is that all people would
look forward to and hope for the final day. For this reason God sent His Son Jesus to this world to create a bridge
between us and Himself. Therefore, Jesus is the true God and Savior for all peoples.
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In the Old Testament, in the time of Noah, God created a flood to destroy the people who turned their backs on Him.
This was so God could start again through Noah and his family. In the same way, in order to create a new world for
those who place their hopes in Him, in the final day he will erase this world with fire. Some people may think, well in
that case, wouldn't it be better if He just did it right away? Why is He delaying? So that He may welcome even more
people, He is giving us more time. At this time, this blessed time, this time set for salvation, God is patiently waiting for
all people to hear the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
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Just as it is written in verse 12, God tells us to wait and hope for the final day; "...as you look forward to the day of God
and speed its coming." Note how it says we must "speed its coming." How do we speed up the coming of that day? To
do that, we must work to spread the gospel to all peoples so that they may turn to God. That is God's wish, and that is
why the final day has not come yet.
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How do we spread the gospel to all people? And how do those who have heard the gospel actually turn to God? The
key to that answer is the Church, the "body of Christ," and the those who build up the Church: namely, you. We the
Church have heard the gospel and we wait in hope for the final day, and we must speed up the coming of that day. As
"ambassadors of Christ" (2 Cor 5:20), we are sent to preach the gospel to those who have not heard.
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Today, are you waiting in hope for the final day? Are you living this day so that you would have no regrets, so that you
would be alright even if the final day was today? Are you constantly looking to the spilt blood of Christ, so that you may
appear before the Lord in peace? Waiting in hope for the final day isn't just about having a strong emotional rush. It is
about your will and decision to do so. It's important to be able to say in faith "May Jesus come again at anytime; | wait
in hope for Him, and | am ready." This is the starting point for preparing for the final day. Let us wait in hope together
and support each other in preparation for the day when our Lord comes again.



