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Jesus Is Not in the Tomb Matthew 28:1-10
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Jesus’ crucifixion was an incident known to everyone who was in Jerusalem at that time, because it was not something done
secretly. A lot of people like the Roman governor Pontius Pilate, the Roman soldiers, the chief priests, the teachers of the law,
and the elders, as well as a big crowd were involved. Jesus’ death was witnessed by many people. There was no doubt
that Jesus died on the cross, and He was buried in a tomb.
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If Jesus was a normal human like us, His story had ended with His death. Maybe His life story would have been told for a
certain time by the people who knew Him, but probably not in all over the world, or for centuries. What has happened is that
even 2000 years after Jesus’ crucifixion, people claim Jesus as the Savior; they love Him and cast their lives on Him.  We had
two baptisms last week in this church —I think it is proving that Lord Jesus is living and working in us even now.
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Jesus was raised from the dead on the third day after dying on the cross. This gives hope that we too will be resurrected.
We all die — and that’s the inevitable fact. However, the death of this physical body is not the end. Death is something God
set for humans so that we won't live forever with sin. And He desires that we all will be saved from sin and have everlasting
life. For that purpose Jesus bore our sin and punishment on the cross on behalf of us.
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Apostle John, who watched Jesus’ crucifixion with His mother Mary, describes the scene in John 19:33-34: “But when they
came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side
with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water.”
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The work of atonement was completed by Jesus’ complete death. For Jesus, to walk on the road to the cross was His
mission from God the Father. But God also promised Jesus that He will raise Him from the dead and Jesus knew that for
sure by His faith.
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Jesus died as a ransom of our sin but Jesus Himself had no sin. The reason Jesus died was for the salvation of the humans
and not because He sinned. It was not God’s will to leave someone who has no sin forever in death. As it says in
Ephesians 1:20, “God exerted when He raised Christ from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly realms.”
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However, even though the Bible says so, the resurrection of the dead is hard to believe with common sense. It's not
something that will be believed easily by an increase in knowledge or by putting more effort in. Mary Magdalene and the
other Mary too, actually did not come to the tomb believing Jesus was raised. They came to bury Jesus’ body with more
respect because the day He died was the day before Sabbath and they could not take enough care of the body.
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But when they come to the tomb, something unexpected happens. The angel of the Lord appears and tells them Jesus has
risen. It says in verses 5 and 6: “Do not be afraid, for | know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here;
He has risen, just as He said. Come and see the place where He lay.”
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Risen Jesus was not in the tomb. The passage does not mention whether these women believed His resurrection by seeing
the empty tomb. But by hearing the angel’s words on verse 7 they hurried and went to tell the disciples. The angel said to
them, “Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will
see Him.” Verse 8 tells they were “afraid yet filled with joy.” They were filled with joy by the news that Jesus had risen. At
this point they haven’t met risen Jesus yet but they believed it.
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Jesus said to them, “Greetings,”(verse 9). He appeared to these two women before showing Himself to His 12 disciples. This
was very peculiar. Not everyone believes the resurrection of Jesus by hearing the testimony. In fact, the disciples did not
believe when they heard it from these women. If people doubt it, they can make up many reasons. But the Bible tells us
risen Jesus appeared to these two women who were on the way to tell the news joyfully. When they saw Jesus they clasped
His feet and worshiped Him.
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Why were these women allowed to receive such a blessing? They were probably aware of Jesus telling them He will be
raised on the third day after His crucifixion. But they went to the tomb to bury dead Jesus, not to see resurrected Jesus. We
can see they too did not believe in His resurrection. 1 think, however, it was their hearts that longed for Jesus that led to their
blessing. They put priority to their relationship with Jesus more than anything. Jesus was the one they loved and served
before and after the cross. | think Jesus appeared to them because He knew their heart and love for Him.
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Nobody believes Jesus’ resurrection from the beginning. But as we seek the relationship with Jesus — who He is, and what
His cross has to do with us — He meets us. God helps understand those who really seek the truth. We humans can live the
life given, but we cannot give life to something that doesn’t have a life, or something dead. God is the only one who can give
life.
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Michelangelo (Mar6th1475 - Feb18th1564) was a worldly known artist from the Medieval Period. His works are still highly
received by many people. | would like to introduce one of his episodes: one of his apprentices spent a long time and
carved a sculpture of an angel. He was hiding, nervous about what his master would have to say about his work. After
a while Michelangelo said, “It's missing one thing.” Not getting what he meant, the young man was taken to the master
by his colleague. Michelangelo said to him, “It's very well done and the only thing missing is life... though if you could
do it, you would be God.”
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If there is anybody in here who doesn’t understand Jesus’ resurrection, please don’t argue about it now. There is no answer
here. We humans, no matter how hard we try, can never completely explain about life. We were all created by God and we
didn’t create life.
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Please seek the relationship with Jesus, whom God the Creator sent to save us. | urge you to have the same loving and
serving heart those women had for Jesus — then Jesus, who rose from the dead and lives and works today, will come to you.
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Do you have a hope of resurrection today? Do you have Jesus Christ, who is the eternal life, within you? Jesus is not in the
tomb. He hasrisen as He said. He says this to you, “| am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in Me will live,
even though they die. (John 11:25)” Those who believe in Jesus will have a resurrected life. Let us keep this hope of
resurrection and walk with the Lord in thanksgiving and joy.



