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What Fellowship with God Could Bring You 1 John 1:1-10
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Today is the first day of May. We are going to study the book of first John, starting today. This letter was written,
literally, by John, who was one of Jesus' disciples. He also wrote the book of John, and two more letters, and
Revelation. He lived through his life as a living witness of Christ's death and resurrection.
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The reason he wrote this letter was because of appearance of 'anti-Christ' such as, 'deceivers’, 'false prophets’. They

did not acknowledge that Jesus was God's son, and denied that Jesus was Christ. They also denied that Christ came
to this world with human body. In midst of such confusion with wrong doctrine, John had shown the correct doctrine of
Gospel and warned against heresy.
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When was this letter written? It is believed that it was written in either end of A.D. 80S or the beginning of A.D. 90s.,
when it had passed more than half century since the Lord's cross and resurrection. By this time, we believe most of His
disciples were passed away because of persecution. Therefore, naturally, there were not so many people who knew
Jesus directly. That was in such a time when heresy seeped into the church, and threatened it. John protected
Christians from heresy, and had them understand that they have eternal life through Christ, and led them so that they
can walk in God's light.
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Let's look at today's text. What do you think is wonderful about Christian life? | am sure you can come up with quite a
few, but one of them is 'fellowship'. As you see it is mentioned in Apostle's Creed, 'fellowship' is indispensable for us
Christians. We are all united with Christ through our faith. Therefore, we can say that all Christians are united as one
as well. We are invited by God to fellowship one another as one Body of Christ.
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John said in verse 3, “We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with

us..... When you say 'fellowship’, what image do you have in your mind? | am sure pot luck luncheon or coffee hour,
or do some activities together come to mind. 'Fellowship'is, to spend time together. You see often in the Bible also
Jesus had a meal with others. Eating together is very beneficial to deepen our relationship.
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As some of you have already known, the word 'fellowship' comes from Greek word 'Koinonia'. This word is originally
used for those who share properties. In first churches, brothers and sisters in Christ literally shared their wealth, as you
can see in the Bible. That means to share their life. Therefore, 'fellowship' was more than eat together or do
something together. It means to live together. How about you? Are we living together with our fellow brothers and
sisters in Christ?
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| believe everyone needs and desires to have a fellowship. However, there are so many cases in this world where
people kill their family or cheat somebody for money. You might have experienced some conflict even among the
relationship that should be more intimate. Today's world is convenient thanks to Internet, but it was said that our
relationship with others has been becoming weak. We even see some crimes that stems from this lack of relationship
with one another.
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It is clear that the church is also affected by this world. Church is the fellowship of saints. Therefore, if there is no true
fellowship, it would not have substance. We are called by God to make effort to share our life through fellowship and
are given the responsibility to keep them. However, fellowship cannot be kept by our own effort because we are all
different.
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Look at the last part of verse 3; “..our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ.” Our fellowship with
Father God and His Son Jesus Christ is the foundation of our fellowship in each other. If we each has a fellowship with
God, we are given inner joy. And that's where our relationship grows. However, if you do not have a fellowship with
God, he/she would not have a life and would not be able to share life with others. Therefore, more than anything, it is
important for us to have a relationship with God and Jesus.
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Then, how can we have a fellowship with God? Rather, | should say how we can recover our fellowship with God.
Because we were originally placed and existed in fellowship with God. Adam, the first man ever created, shared God's
life. However, because sin had entered into the world, our fellowship with God was severed and we became mortal
beings. This is the truth, even after so many years had passed since the creation. We cannot have fellowship with
God if we were being self-centered and stayed being sinful.
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However, God forgave our sins through Jesus, His Son's redemption work. By Christ's cross, He took away the wall
that was between Him and us. As verse 9 says, “If we confess our sin, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness.” Therefore, if we look up to Jesus with our faith, we can have fellowship with
God through Him.
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There's one thing we should not forget. We are forgiven through faith and made as Children of God but there's a
possibility after our salvation that we sin.  Although we walk in the light through fellowship with God, if we lose our sight
of Christ, we sin. Therefore, if we were convinced with our sin, we need to confess and ask for forgiveness through
Jesus' blood. If we do, we will be prevented from staying in the darkness even when we sin.
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Do you know the poem called “Ame ni mo Makezu (Be not Defeated by the Rain) by Kenji Miyazawa? “not losing to the
rain, not losing to the wind, not losing to the snow, nor to summer's heat with a strong body unfettered by desire, never
losing temper, cultivating a quiet joy, every day four bowls of brown rice, miso and some vegetables to eat in everything,
count yourself last and put others before you, watching and listening, and understanding, and never forgetting, in the
shade of the woods of the pines of the fields, being in a little thatched hut, if there is a sick child to the east, going and
nursing over them, if there is a tired mother to the west, going and shouldering her sheaf of rice, if there is someone near
death to the south, going and saying there's no need to be afraid, if there is a quarrel or a lawsuit to the north, telling
them to leave off with such waste, when there's drought, shedding tears of sympathy, when the summer's cold,
wandering upset, called a nobody by everyone, without being praised, without being blamed, such a person | want to
become”
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It is said that there was a model for this 'such a person' mentioned in the last verse. His name is Sojiro Saito. He was
born in Buddist temple in 1877 in Hanamaki-shi, lwate prefecture. He became an elementary school teacher and with a
small opportunity, started to read the Bible. He was baptized in winter of 1900 and became the first Christian in
Hanamaki-shi. At that time, Christians were persecuted and called “Yaso (heresy)”. His parents cut a family tie with
him from the day he became a Christian.
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People threw a stone at him as he walked the street. Humiliated and bullied so often, he had to resign from his
teaching job. His daughter was also called 'a child of Yaso' and was kicked an abdomen, that caused peritonitis and
she died a few days later at age 9. Even with all adversity, he lived through his faith. Since he lost his job as a
teacher, he started to deliver the papers at 3 in the morning. Because of his hard labor, he was diagnosed as
pulmonary tuberculosis. Still he got up early in the morning, work until late, read his Bible and prayed, all the while he
continued to cough up blood. Surprisingly, he survived as he lived this kind of lifestyle for 20 years.
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Although he had lost her daughter, in winter he would shovel the snow on the street to make a way for the school
children. He worked without rest, on rainy days, windy days, snowy days for the people of his community. On his way
home from his job, he had stopped houses of the people who were sick so that he could comfort them. His priority of
life was Jesus first, others next, himself last. Eventually he moved to Tokyo. On the day of his move, town's leaders,
teachers, students, neighbors, who used to persecuted him came to send him off. They came because they saw what
he had been doing, and they wanted to thank him. Kenji Miyazawa was one of them, and that inspired him to write the
poem.
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There were no two-way fellowship between Sojiro and people at that time. However, because of his fellowship with
God, he lived through God's life and that made it possible for him to walk in the light with joy. Through his walk in the
light, Christ's glory was testified to the people who were in the darkness and used to persecuted him. Here we can see
the power of joy that was brought by the fellowship with God. Are you living in the fellowship with God and Jesus Christ
today? If you have the fellowship with God, your joy will be complete. That will drive us to have fellowship with one
another. Let us live to have the fellowship with God and with one another.



