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Walk as Christ Walked 1 John 2:1-11
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We started the study of 1 John last week. Have you all read this letter before? If you have not, you should try to read
the entire letter sometime. If you have read it before, | still encourage you to read it through again. Last week's
message's title was “ What Fellowship with God Could Bring You”. One of the reasons why John wrote this letter was
so that we, as readers of the letter, could start to have fellowship with Father God and His Son Jesus. Fellowship with
God means to share God's life, and it becomes possible when we believe in Jesus. When we have fellowship in God
and the Holy Spirit, we can walk in God's light and our joy will be completed by the Lord.
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Today we're going to start reading the chapter 2, especially focusing on verse 6, “Whoever claims to live in him must
walk as Jesus did.” What does it mean to 'walk as Jesus did'? We know that Jesus walked the way to the cross
because of His love toward us. What can we say about this walk the Lord did?
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Let's look at verse 1 again. “My dear children, | write this to you so that you will not sin.” John says that if we have
fellowship with God, we would not sin. We can say that the walk without sin is Jesus' walk, because He never sinned.
His disciple Peter clearly testified “He (Christ) committed no sin” (1 Peter 2:22). Apostle Paul also wrote “God made
him who had no sin to be sin for us.”(2 Corinthians 5:21) to communicate to us that Jesus had nothing to do with sin.
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However, John chapter 7 includes this description of the scene where Jesus was talking to His brothers; “...You go to
the Feast. | am not yet going up to this Feast, because for me the right time has not yet come. Having said this, he
stayed in Galilee. However, after his brothers had left for the Feast, he went also, not publicly, but in secret.” (John 7:8-
10)
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Jesus told His brothers that He was not going to the Feast. However, later he went in secret. One of Ten
Commandments is “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.” (Exodus 20:16) Does this mean that
Jesus gave false testimony? Do you think we should consider Him as a sinner because of this? | am not going to
argue here if Jesus lied or not. What | want to think with all of you here are, “What is sin?” “What is the walk without
sin?”
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Why can we declare Jesus never sinned? Why can we say that He had nothing to do with sin? The answer is based
on Jesus' attitude of His heart. Before we knew God, who was in the center of our heart? Yes, WE are in the center of
ourselves. That's sin. How about Jesus' heart? Do you think Jesus has Himself in His heart? No, it is Father God
who is in the center of His heart. "My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his
work.”(John 4:34) “l and the Father are one.”(John 10:30)
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Is there anyone here who can say “| am completely one with God.”? | don't think so. However, Jesus declared that
(He was one with God). He talked about it, and testified it through His actions. Do you think the fact Jesus never
sinned means He never was tempted to not to obey God's command here on earth? No, He was often in spiritual war,
but He always pursued God's will.
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Where did Jesus go after He had been baptized by John the Baptist? He went to the desert, led by the Holy Spirit. He
was tempted by Satan in wilderness. He refused Satan's temptation by citing the Word from the book of Deuteronomy.
We also know that Jesus fervently prayed the night before His death on the cross at the garden of Gethsemane. “My
soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death.” (Matthew 26:38) “My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be
taken from me. Yet not as | will, but as you will.”(Matthew 26:39)
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Satan tempted Jesus so that He will not walk the way to the cross which was God's plan of Salvation. However, Jesus
chose to obey God's will rather than His desire, through His faith and prayer. This is His victory. Jesus completely
defeated Satan and the world by obeying God's will. This is the walk of Christ.
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Therefore, we can summarize 'walk like Christ did' in two ways; In negative way, it's the walk that never sin, in positive
way, it's the walk to seek God's will and obey it. Of course it is important to make up your mind to not to sin. However,
it is also true that if you always think of sins, you tend to be wrapped around by the power of sin. Rather, if we always
seek what makes God pleased, we will be released from the life of sin.
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Apostle Paul said in Romans 14:22-23; “So whatever you believe about these things keep between yourself and God.
Blessed is the man who does not condemn himself by what he approves. But the man who has doubts is condemned
if he eats, because his eating is not from faith; and everything that does not come from faith is sin.”
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What does it mean 'come from faith'? It means to pursue God's will and try to obey it. That's what it means to 'come
from faith'. If we think of what pleases God in everything we do, even when we fail, God does not condemn us.
Because we're naturally sinners, we always sin of fail on something. However, God takes responsibility to things which
we do by pursuing God's will and done with faith.
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| have a question for you. Do you think 'hates his brother' mentioned in today's verse is according to God's will? Do
you think God is pleased that people whom God's only Son Jesus died for to hate each other? Of course not. As John
was saying in verse 9, “Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates his brother is still in the darkness.” (verse 9)
God's will is for us to love one another, not to hate each other. We need to seriously accept this, and obey God's word.
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Are you walking today as Christ did? Do you desire to walk as it is pleasing to God, just as Jesus had always obeyed
His will? To walk like Jesus did does not mean to be noticeable in this world. Neither is to live to copy someone else's
life. God created you as an unique individual in this world, so that you can reveal God's glory through your ability,
personality, resources and time that are given to you. You can start to live a life to reveal His glory when you realize
the mission given to you by God, and seek His will and obey it.
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Today's Mother's Day. | would like to conclude my message by telling you about faithful women. One is Eunice,
another is Eunice's mother, Lois. Eunice had a child named Timothy. He was chosen as a missionary by Paul, and
was considered co-auther of about half of letters Paul wrote. He also was sent as are presenative of Paul, and given
an important missions and roles. He became coworker of Paul when he was in his 20s, continued his mission even
after Paul's death, and served as the first pastor of the church in Ephesus. It is told that he died under persecution
from Roman Emperor Domitianus.
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Timothy was used by God since he was a young man. What was the foundation of his faith? It was his mother Eunice
and grandmother Lois. Through them, Timothy inherited faith in God (2 Timothy 1:5), read the Bible since he was small
(2 Timothy 3:15). He came to be saved and decided to dedicate his life in God's work. It was all God's blessing.
However, as Paul mentioned, | am sure his firm foundation of faith was built because he had seen his mother and
grandmother's' faith, and they taught him from the Bible.
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When we walk like Christ did, we first receive the blessing. However, through the walk, Christ's blessing spreads to
others and lead them into faith in God. We do not know when or how such work of salvation does occur. However, it
would not happen by accident, unless we walk daily as we pursue God's will. People around us are watching through
the way we live to see if our faith is real or not. Therefore, let us seek God and live for His will so that our faith will not
be clouded by false testimony. Let us testify to Christ as we walk in His light.



