2010.5.9 Tucson (HZ L IFEEMER RSV % 772 Timothy 4:1—4
“Preach the Word”
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Last week we learned about revealing God's glory in everything we do. All who believe in the Lord Jesus are made into
the dwelling place of His Holy Spirit. We are made alive so that we can reveal God's glory. Therefore, let us
remember that daily, trust in Him who strengths us from inside, asking for His help as we become the ones who reveal
His glory.
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Today's topic is also based on the theme 'Be Ready for the Final Day', and | would like us to learn how we can prepare
for it. Today, we will look into 'Preach the Word'. We understand that the final day would come when Jesus comes
back on this earth again. However, that day will not be the last day of the earth for many people because we may die
before Jesus comes back again.
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Jesus' Second Coming has not happened yet, so many people had passed away so far, without facing the final day of
this world. For them, their own death was the last day on the earth. So when we study about 'Be Ready for the Final
Day', we need to realize that the 'final day' could be our own death, as well as the day of His Second Coming. We need
to be prepared so that we can be ready for either case.
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What do you think you would like to tell the people you love, when you're facing your own death? Do you think you
would want to tell them that you love them? Would you like to thank them? When | was 19, my uncle died from liver
cancer. He was in his mid-thirties. | have testified several times already that | was led to be a pastor through this
uncle's death.
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What he wanted to tell me (when he was dying) was that he wanted to apologize to my father, who was his brother.
Before the cancer crippled his health, my uncle provoked a fight against my father. That fact stayed in his heart and he
was wishing to apologize to him. | told my father about it. Although my father did not feel like forgiving him at that
time, he went to see him after a few days and they reconciled. My uncle died about a week later.
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No one knows which comes first, his own death, or Christ's Second coming. However, the day WILL come. We may
not have any chance to tell our loved ones what we want to say. We may not have any time even though we have
something we want to say. Considering this, we need to let them know what we want them to know before the day
comes. When you think of your last day, what would you like to tell your loved ones? What you want to tell them at
that time relates largely to how you live.
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Apostle Paul sent a letter to his beloved Timothy, knowing his own death was near. The book of 2 Timothy was
believed to be the last letter Paul wrote. It is said that Paul was martyred under the Roman Emperor Nero. This is
what he commanded to Timothy at the end of this letter...let me read verse 1 to 2 again: “In the presence of God and of
Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, | give you this charge:
Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season...” Knowing his own death was near, what Paul wanted to
let his beloved Timothy know was to 'preach the word'.
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'Preach the Word' was the way Paul lived. After he met Christ and became a Christian, he lived his life with this
mission. In midst of many trials and persecution, he lived to preach the word to as many people as possible. And he
commanded it again to Timothy, who was a missionary. Why is it so important to preach the word? It is because the
Word has the power to lead the people who are listening to the salvation through Christ. The Word has the power to
change people. It gives us hope for heaven. When we believe in the Word, the death is no longer the ending, but it
becomes the entrance to the heaven. Therefore, this living Word needs to be preached to all people.
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'Do everything to reveal God's glory', as we learned last week, makes sense for the first time when we relate it to the
mission of 'preach the word', because God's glory is revealed when we are made alive in Jesus' blessing. There, our
own existence is small, and Christ's existence is big. When Christ is praised within us in such a way, God's glory is
revealed. Everything is related deeply to preaching the Word, which is Christ. Matthew 24:14 says; “And this gospel
of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.”
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Paul commands to preach the word 'in season and out of season'. When is 'in season' and 'out of season'? Let's look
at verse 3-4; “For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they
will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. They will turn their ears
away from the truth and turn aside to myths.”
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As it is said here, out of season is when men will not put up with sound doctrine and turn their ears away from the truth.
Although the word is preached, people are not listening. In contrast, we can say that 'in season' is when people will try
to listen to sound doctrine and seeking for the truth. Of course, if you trying to preach, you would like to do so when it is
'in season'. However, the Lord says “Preach the Word in season AND out of season.”

X, AHFLORMRTT, ZLDODABRBESZOREEEBETHZEEZLROLEEZEZTVET, LrrL, E¥H5TL
;oﬂOW%%ﬁﬁL HBOOEEEZEBET L ZAIZ, HOWLHRESL NI TABELDLDOTIIRNTL X HIMN?
ML AR B C L e R T B IS ﬁbfx%b@@a SFEEW-oTEBONLI DT TN, TR LFERC, £
DIFENOLRONLEEZ BIHATTFI>TNAHADTT, #@b% I BIXZ O TOHRLIZIE T T, BOBOM
%ﬁ)%éti%%ﬁfébffﬁ“ﬁi FOINXENEHEICEZBIC T2 DWW E S0, MERIZEHA A= R« %Y R
FeZotlzEb L, b & LTHFERTIEDPNIZDTT,

Nowadays we are very self-centered. Many people believe that it is natural to think about our own convenience as a
priority. But don't you agree that when we try to get our own way, we always face troubles of some sort? God is
saving His judgment on final day for such self-centered humans. But at the same time, He also prepared the way for us
to be saved from His judgment. He sent His Son Jesus Christ to this earth to die on the cross so that we don't need to
face His judgment.
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God did not give us judgment or destruction: Instead, He gave us forgiveness, and everlasting life. All we have to do is
to thank Him for His salvation and accept it, but we need to have a faith in Him. However no one has the faith from the
beginning. How can we come to have a faith? Please look at Romans 10:17; “Consequently, faith comes from
hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.” Faith comes from hearing the Word about
Christ. First thing we have to do is to hear the Word.
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Today is Mother's Day. | beg you mothers: preach the word to your children. It is not enough to say “Go to the
church, read the Bible, and pray.” You need to testify to them that Jesus is living within you by revealing His glory
through everything you do. Through your actions, you need to let your children know that Jesus is your savior. |
believe you all are doing it already, but | repeat here, because this command is from the Lord. | ask you to keep up your
effort.
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| also beg you who are not mothers, to preach the word to your mothers. Not only to your mothers, but also to your
fathers, sisters and brothers, your relatives, friends, and coworkers. We never know when we're going to die. The
other day | told you that the grandson of Keiko Ludwig died from the accident. He was 21, too young age to die. As/|
was listening to Keiko's story, | realized how much she and her daughter (her grandson's mother) are in deep sadness.
Keiko told me that she was trying to convince herself to be strong so that she can support her daughter, but | could tell
she was very sad. Since he died from the accident, they did not have any chance to say good-byes. Please
remember them in your prayers.
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We never know when we may have to experience the death of our family or friends, or ourselves. That's why it is
important to live every day being ready to have that day any time. As we live our lives, we need to preach the word. In
season and out of season, we need to share the hope of heaven that Jesus gave to us. Itis the mission given to us.
Jesus is the only one who overcame the death. If we have the hope in Him, we will never be disappointed. The Lord
will raise us up on the final day. Justimagine. Itis sad to deal with our earthly death, but how blessed we will be, if we
can overcome the sadness with the promise of seeing each other again in heaven. Preach the word. Let us be
prepared for the final day.



