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“Do Not Love the World” 1 John 2:12-17
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Last week we learned that we must walk as Christ did. To walk like Christ means, in a passive way, not to sin, and in a
positive way, to live by God’s will. Jesus followed God'’s will even to His death on the cross — what moved Jesus to go
that far? - Itis God’s love. Jesus responded to God'’s love with His own love.
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The scripture today tells us this: “Do not love the world or anything in the world. (v. 15)” To love is a great thing, but
that does not mean we can love everything. There are things we should love and things we shouldn’t love. The Bible
tells us to love the One and only God and love your neighbors, but it says not to love the world and the things in it.

fEfZH DD EIIMTL LI N216HZ R TTFIVY, [FXTOMIIHLI LD, T72bbH, WO, HOK, &
LLmEXDOBEEREIX, HMRXNOHELOTIERLS, ZOENLHELDOENLTT) L, AORKEIZMTL X9
M FIFR BN BECTF NI DI L E2EZDHEAMBAEENIEREMEEF O T80 L TY, ThiEZ%
SOHE, REHLOHEZBEL TA-> T AERICL > THIMSNET, ZL T, SHICAGZEMIZ LW E WD
72D T, £, TNOLORIZ L » TES LR OYORBRON G2 > T, bl Lk L, AR L
DTHDOTT, MEkIE, TNOLTRXTHIZETI2HDOEZEL TUIWVWT RV EFR LML TE LD TT,

What is the world and the things of the world? Let’s look at verse 16. “For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh,
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—comes not from the Father but from the world.” What is the lust of the flesh?
It is the desire to fulfill oneself which comes from selfish thinking. Often times it is stimulated by the information that
come through our eyes. And the desire grows. And we often compare and boast about what we have, what we
experience, and situations that we earned through this desire. God tells us not to love these things that belong to this
world.
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However, we cannot exist without this world. God is not saying we should not have anything to do with this world. He
tells us not to love the world. Why? Because to love the world and to love God are contrary. We cannot love both. A
person who loves his/her neighbor with the love for God shows God’s glory. But a person who loves the world wants
his/her own glory, not God’s, because his/her goal is to fulfill his/herself. Therefore, when we love the world, we part
from God and God’s life is not within us.
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We can see this also from the passage mentioned repeatedly in verses 12 to 14. Christians are the ones who have
been forgiven by the Name of Jesus and made into God’s children. We came to know God the Father through the Son
Jesus Christ. And we received the eternal life through Jesus and were made to be the ones to walk in the light. So we
belong to the Holy One, not under control of the evil anymore. It is natural for us to love God the Father and the Jesus
the Son. What then if we love the world? Won't that bring us back to Satan’s control?
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The failure of the first of mankind, Adam and Eve, was caused by their desire to love what God told them not to. They

sinned tempted by Satan. The story goes like this: Genesis 3:4-6: ““You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the
woman. ° “For God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good
and evil.” ® When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable
for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.”’
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When they were tempted by Satan, their hearts were occupied by the desire of the flesh — “good for food,” the desire
of the eye — “pleasing to the eye,” and the desire to gain wisdom like God. So Adam and Eve listened to Satan’s voice
instead of God’s and ate the forbidden fruit. They chose to love themselves, not God. As a result, the relationship with
God was broken and death entered. As we see here, to love God and to love the world conflict.
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Some of you might say, “l can love both God and the world.” But that probably equates to liking emotionally. We can
“like” multiple things, but we cannot “love” them. To “like” and to “love” are different. To love is to give yourself to
someone and to care what someone cares for. Following God’s order, “do not love the world and what’s in it,” is to love
Him. John says in verse 15: “If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in them.”
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Let's look at verse 17. “The world and its desires pass away, but whoever does the will of God lives forever.” This is
another reason we should not love the world. What good is it to love something that passes away and not to love
somebody who is forever? Our lives are far more valuable than this world. We were not made for this world; the world
was made for us.
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Jesus says, “What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit their very self? (Luke 9:25)”
God’s will is that we live forever by loving God and people, not to pass away with the world. God can make us live
eternally.
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A man named “Demas” appears in the New Testament. He was once Paul’'s coworker. But He deserted Paul. Paul
explains in 2 Timothy 4:10: “...because he loved this world, has deserted me and has gone to Thessalonica.” Demas
deserted God because he loved this world.
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We were made to belong to God by His love and grace. And God sends us to the world as ambassadors of Christ, so
that gospel of Christ will shine through us. There is no doubt we will be tempted by the world. This is our battle. We
have to pray for each other and keep our faith firmly until the end, so that no one will be like “Demas”.
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Do you love God today? If you realized you are double-hearted let us stand before the cross and repent. Let us ask
for forgiveness and start a new walk to love God. We don’t need to be afraid of failure by the temptation of the world
because God knows all our weaknesses and faults. He loves us on top of that. Let us believe that God will make us
walk like Christ did and wait upon the Spirit. The walk that pleases God starts from believing and waiting upon.
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We will be receiving the Lord’s Supper (Communion) now. This was established by Jesus for us to remember that He
abandoned His life for us, and to respond to His love. Jesus Himself tells us to keep this, so for us to do this is to follow
His order and to love Him. When we receive the bread and the cup with our faith, Jesus remains in us. Let us keep
that in mind and receive the Lord’s Supper.



