2010.5.16 Tucson [ONE D T2V “You are Not Alone” fE#F4 : 9—12

FA7=HBIXZNETIC TRV DORICEZ D) EWHT—~DH ET4RID A v —V 2R TCEELE, 20V ) —XiX
HSAEANTH LA FETT, ZNETIC bW REZEHELHTy] LnWHZ s, THEZESELTWVS] L)
Zr, Mz 3ich, MOXEEHRDLTE-HOICTS] tWwH b, R FE2EMzd] LWHZEEFEALT
xF L1,

So far we've studied four sermons under the theme "prepare for the final day." There are three more sermons left in the
series, including today's. The ones we've studied so far are "wait and hope for the final day," "stay alert," "whatever you
do, do for God's glory" and "preach the word."
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No one can prepare for the final day alone; to try would only bring trouble. It is necessary to have friends of the same
faith who also hope in the Lord. You can work and suffer for the Lord together. One can pick up the other when he falls.
Friends like these are essential. That's why the words "do...for each other" appear so many times throughout the Bible.
We must console, encourage, pray for and serve each other. We must prepare for the Lord's coming together.
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God has prepared for each one of us a friend of the faith. This is true at anytime, no matter where you are. Last week
we learned about "preaching the Word," and saw how Jesus sent his disciples to preach in pairs. Look at Luke 10:1;
"Now after this the Lord appointed seventy others, and sent them in pairs ahead of Him to every city and place where
He Himself was going to come." That Jesus "sent them in pairs" is said to be based on a Jewish tradition, but whatever
angle you take on it, Jesus sent them in twos, not ones. They labored together and supported each other, just as Jesus
planned for them to do.
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The apostle Paul may be so famous that it's easy to think that he preached to foreign countries alone, but this is not
true. Paul too was blessed with friends of the faith. Of course we can't name each of them now, but one notable
companion was Barnabas. Barnabas proved invaluable to Paul at the beginning of his missionary work.
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This is written in Acts 9:26-27; "When he came to Jerusalem, he [Paul] was trying to associate with the disciples; but
they were all afraid of him, not believing him to be a disciple. But Barnabas took hold of him and brought him to the
apostles and described to them how he had seen the Lord on the road, and that He had talked to him, and how at
Damascus he had spoken out boldly in the name of Jesus."
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God did not create us to be alone. No matter where we are, there is a friend of the faith. For us, this is no limited to just
other Japanese people. You can believe that God has chosen friends and helpers for you who haven't a clue about
Japan; after all, this is America. No matter your situation, God has placed friends in our midst so that we won't be alone.
Through working together and edifying each other, we can live even greater lives of faith and have strength to
overcome.
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But is having a friend of the faith enough? It is important to have a mutually supportive friendship. But it is dangerous to
become totally dependent on your friend. We are all human, and nobody is perfect. All people can stumble; even the
person who is always helping others. Your friend also makes mistakes and gets tired. When that happens, who will pick
him up? If you are the one still standing, then you must help your friend up. God picked us up so that we can pick up
others who fall.
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If we consider only what we can or cannot do based on mere human abilities, we end up debating whether or not we
can help our friend in need. But there are many things that humans can't do. No one can do all things. But if for the
Lord you have a heart and a will to help your friend, you can! You can pick your friend up when he is down. The reason
is that from this feeling the important act of prayer to God is born. God will hear that prayer and send help from above.
He will give you what you need to help that person. This is one of the miracles of God.
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The President of South Korea, Lee Myung-bak, was raised in a very poor home. Because of this his mother was very
strict and made sure he wouldn't develop a beggar's attitude, or an attitude of always calculating how much help or
charity he'd received. More specifically, instead of letting him dwell on the past or the future, she taught him to help
others. As a child, he helped many people without thinking twice and felt that doing so was simply the obvious thing to
do. He learned to interact with all kinds of people, rich or poor, without agitation.
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Behind his upbringing were prayer and faith in God. His mother knelt and prayed every day at 4am. The children would
also kneel next to her and listen to her prayers. His mother's words when praying were short and simple. She prayed
for the salvation of those working the market, for the sick and troubled, and for the children. You'd think that, in poverty,
one would pray for the self, for personal needs, and for food. But this is not how she prayed.
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Lee grew up along his mother’s prayers and teachings. He became the president of (Hyundai Construction?), the
mayor of Seoul, and eventually the 17th president of South Korea. Having been poor, there were many things that his
mother could not do for her children. But instead, through sincere prayer and teaching them to help others, she raised a
child who eventually became the leader of a nation. And of course, Lee continues to serve God and others as a devout
Christian.
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We don't know when we will stumble, so we each need the support of a friend of faith. But if we place our hope in a
person and not in God, there will be trouble. We are just sinners forgiven by God. As sinners, we are able to live as
instruments of his righteousness only because of his mercy and the power and blessing that comes through Christ
Jesus. In other words, because God lives within us, we can stand and press forward, and we can overcome any trial.
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Therefore, the real help comes through Christ Jesus, who often send help through things that we can see with our own
eyes. He sends help through sending people to help us. More than anyone, we must place our trust and our hope in
Jesus Christ. By doing this we can be filled with the Lord's wisdom and strength, and have the ability to help others
around us. Verse 12 in today's text says "A cord of three strands is not easily broken." We cannot prepare for the final
day alone. There are many trials and tribulations in this world. But the Lord is with us. He has prepared friends of faith
to be with us. Therefore, we can stand and press forward. We can stand against the attacks of the devil.
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There are people in this place who feel weak and tired. Jesus is calling your name and asking you to come to Him.
Jesus says "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and | will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and
learn from me, for | am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my
burden is light." (Matt 11:28-30)
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Jesus walks together with us; there is nothing better than that for preparing for the final day. Jesus gives us the

promise of heaven, so therefore we can wait and hope for that day. Jesus completely conquered the devil's temptations.
He helps us to conquer temptation and keeps us alert. Jesus sends the Holy Spirit to those who believe, and we are
able to display God's glory as living temples of the Holy Spirit. Jesus has authority over all things in heaven and earth,
so therefore we can fearlessly and boldly preach the Word. Because Jesus come through in our weakness, in times of
weakness we can still live powerfully through Him. Let us place our trust in Jesus together. So that Jesus can come
again at anytime, let us prepare His way together.



