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“Another Counselor”
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Today is the day of Pentecost, the celebration of the birth of the church. God's Holy Spirit was poured on the disciples
on this day, just as Jesus had promised. As | have been saying every year, it is very important for us Christians to
remember the day of Pentecost because we cannot live in faith without the help from the Holy Spirit. Furthermore, we
cannot truly believe in the Lord Jesus if there was no help from the Holy Spirit. The Bible says “....I tell you that no one
who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, 'Jesus be cursed,' and no one can say, 'Jesus is Lord,' except by the Holy
Spirit.” (1 Corinthians 12:3) Today, | would like us to learn once again about the Holy Spirit.
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After crucifixion, Jesus was resurrected on the third day and appeared to the disciples for 40 days. Then, He ascended
to the heaven in their presence. This was not very encouraging event for the disciples. Rather, | believe it made them
anxious. Since Jesus had risen from the dead and was with them, they were hoping that He would be with them
forever. However, Jesus ascended to the heaven alone, leaving the disciples behind.
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What did the disciples do after that? Were they upset, or did it cause some confusion among them? No, they knew
what they had to do. They were waiting for the Holy Spirit, which Jesus had promised to them. Today's scripture is
where He was teaching His disciples about the Holy Spirit, in the night before His crucifixion. Jesus said, “I will not
leave you as orphans; | will come to you.”(verse 18) “...I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to
be with you forever.” (verse 16)
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The Lord Jesus did not ascend to the Heaven to abandon His disciples and leave them as orphans. He ascended to
the Heavenly Father, so that He could send 'another Counselor' to His disciples. Jesus knew what He was going to do.
He knew that the disciples needed someone who could help, encourage, empower and lead them until the day He
comes back to this world to complete the work of kingdom of God. That someone was the Holy Spirit. Jesus called
him 'another Counselor', and promised to send him to all who believe in Him.
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'Counselor' (‘helper' in TEV and NKJ translation) means someone who were summoned nearby. God helps us by
sending the Holy Spirit close to us. If we take the meaning of 'helper’ literally, He is the one who will help us. We don't
call someone who do not help us 'helper’. Then, how can the Holy Spirit help us? What kind of help does He provide
for us? Itis very important to understand this point.
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Jesus promised to send us another Counselor until the day He comes back. That means His second coming and help
from the Holy Spirit are closely related. When He comes back on this earth, the salvation will be completed. Thus we
can understand that help from the Holy Spirit is for the realization of complete salvation. In short, the Holy Spirit helps
us to sustain our faith firmly until the day Jesus comes back.
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The disciples received the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. What happened to them then? “All of them were filled
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.”(Acts 2:4) The disciples who
received the Holy Spirit started to speak in different languages. Itis amazing. | wish this could happen to me, as | am
not good at English.... However, this does not simply mean that they started to speak in different languages because of
the Holy Spirit. They spoke the word of God in different languages. Because they were filled with the Holy  Spirit,
they started to boldly proclaim that the Jesus of Nazareth is God's Savior.
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For those who were skeptical about this incident, this is what Peter, the leader of the disciples, said: “In the last days,
God says, | will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see
visions, your old men will dream dreams. Even on my servants, both men and women, | will pour out my Spirit in those
days, and they will prophesy. | will show wonders in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood and fire and
billows of smoke. The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and glorious
day of the Lord. And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” (Acts 2:17-21)
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The disciples who received the Holy Spirit became the witnesses of Christ by speaking God's word in different
languages. It happened just as Jesus prophesied to the disciples. Jesus said, “But you will receive power when the
Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of
the earth.” (Acts 1:8) Itis not by our own power that we can live on this earth as the witnesses of Christ. It is because
of another Counselor, the Holy Spirit, who lets us to testify for Christ.
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Through the Holy Spirit, we can come to know who the Father God is. Through the Holy Spirit, we realize our true self
as sinners. Through the Holy Spirit, we realize that Jesus died on the cross for our sins, and we are forgiven only by
His redemption, and are made righteous. Through the Holy Spirit, we die in our old self and are made alive as children
of God. Through the Holy Spirit, we can testify to others that we have everlasting life.
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The Holy Spirit helps us to live a Christian life under any circumstances. It also works on people who are not believers
so that they may have faith. With the encouragement from the Holy Spirit, we are often led to the faith to believe Jesus
as our Savior and also stand firm in the faith.
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One of the famous people in the last days of the Tokugawa Shogunate is Ryoma Sakamoto. Almost all Japanese know
him. One of his nephews, Naohiro Sakamoto, also worked hard for the new Japanese government alongside of Ryoma
Sakamoto. Naohiro was baptized through the leading of the missionaries when he was 32. However his faith was not
on fire at first. He said, “Looking back, it was strange that | was baptized. | did not really have a faith, | could not pray
in front of the people. Even at home, | could not pray sincerely. | was baptized not because | truly believed in God, but
| believed logically, and accepted Christianity publicly.”
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However, his faith was strengthened through his mother-in-law who became Christian. She was superstitious,
stubborn and hated Christianity. One day Naohiro gave her a booklet about Christianity, but it angered her so since
then he did not bring that up but just prayed to God. A few months later, she received a booklet explaining 'Ten
Commandments' from a fish dealer who was a Christian. She did not intend to read it, but one day she picked it up
carelessly and started to read. Once she started, she could not stop and finally she read them all. When she finished,
she could not help but feel a fear of sin within her. That's how she came to Christ.
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This was an opportunity for Naohiro to experience true love of God. He said he had logically believed God, but now he
was led to deep repentance. Later he confessed; “How deep is the Lord's love. He even cares for arrogant atheist
like me, forgives all of my past sins, and led me to the way of true salvation. Furthermore, He richly blessed all of my
family including my old, stubborn mother, to accept the Gospel. My joy and thankfulness are nothing to compare with.”
('Autobiography of Naohiro Sakamoto') He became a pastor and worked in Hokkaido. His brother, Nao Sakamoto,
who was adopted by Ryoma, was also a Christian.
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God helps us in various circumstances through the Holy Spirit. However, the most important work of the Holy Spirit is
to give us faith in Jesus and helps our faith to grow. Naohiro's mother-in-law had felt a fear toward sins and Naohiro
recognized God's true love because the Holy Spirit worked within them to lead them to have a faith in God.
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Our faith may be small. We tend to have priority on our own ideas or wishes rather than God's will. Even when we
were told to 'be ready for final days', it is easy for us to forget. However, Jesus sent another Counselor so that He can
open our spiritual eyes to see His blessing. If you have a hope in Jesus and walks with Him, the Holy Spirit lives within
you. As long as you look up to the Lord, He will remind you of the word of Jesus in any circumstances. Let us be the
ones to submit ourselves to the Holy Spirit and obey God's word. | hope that we can all wait for the final day by being
filled and led by the Holy Spirit.



