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“Remain in Christ” 1 John 2:18-29
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Last week, Stan Date from San Fernando delivered the message for you. | believe you had a great fellowship with the
Holy Spirit and blessed worship. | praise God's name and thank Stan Date for coming to Tucson in early morning to
minister to us.
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Currently we have been studying 1 John. Since | was not here last week, | would like to review the message from two
weeks ago. The title was “Do not love the world”. The reason why we should not love the world and things that belong
to the world is because we cannot love God and this world both. Loving God and loving the world are opposite.
Another reason is that this world and what belongs to this world will be destroyed. We are not going to be
destroyed...... by loving eternal God, we were made to have eternal life.
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Today we're going to look at the rest of chapter 2. In this section, the word 'remain’ (or 'continue') was used 7 times. It
is obvious that John's focus was on this word. In verse 28, he commanded, “And now, dear children, continue in him...”
Remain (continue) in Christ, that's the focus of today's message.

18ix#dh o —ERET, M8 /hEWEEZLL, 51X bYOETT, HRENERKFI A MDORKD Z L EZWTH
2B, 5L DONF) A NPEDLDNLTWET, THIZE-oT, SRV DOKFTHDZ Enbh) 4, BE
PMEZ D ROV T —~D—22 T#EKiwm BdH Y 3, MERITHOKDVIZONWTRIEBLIZE>TEbNLDTY,
DOV ITONTIE, HELREREZ > TWADTIERWVWTL X 9D HITTW9 &, TElectronic Bible Fellowship
1 EWHRERA, 5H218% FEHOHA] &L, 10H2181IC oKDY | N ERAMICERLTVWET, 50
Il Eb O BN NOTH DL LI D AXIFE. CNETITHLEFEELELE,

Let's look at verse 18; “Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that the antichrist is coming, even now
many antichrists have come. This is how we know it is the last hour.” One of the most important themes of the Bible is
'End Times' God tells us about the end of the world. | believe many people are interested in the end of the world.
Lately, the group called 'Electronic Bible Fellowship' determined that May 21%is going to be the 'Judgment Day' and they
are loudly declaring that we will have the 'end of the world' on October 21%. They are not the only group that
proclaimed the end of the world.

LML, AAEBRBEEOHESEICRELI RS, FATRAFIROIIICEsLeoWET, [ZORMITEBOEY £3, Lo
L. DELOZ IR LTBORDLZEnHD EHA, 36 7272L, TDOH, TOREENRWOTHLINI, Zivbmy £
Bho ROEENTEZHHFHH0 T8 A, ZERXEFIRH-TEBONET) (X A24:35-36) , TOANBNNDOTHD
MNMITHELHORWE B RTIEbNET, EEHEENCEORIZIRLZDOT, TANRNORTHEEBWE I ICHZR
FLTUHATWDA I ) ICEFTELELTEBLNEDTT,

However, let's go back to the Bible to see what Jesus had said; “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will
never pass away. No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the
Father.”(Matthew 24:35-36) Jesus Himself had said that He didn't even know when that day would be. One thing for
sure is that the day is coming, so He warned us to be prepared and alert always.
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John had mentioned 'antichrist’ as a sign of the 'Judgment Day'. Who is this 'antichrist'? A few weeks ago Navy
SEALS killed Osama Bin Laden, who was the leader of the terrorist group Al-Qaeda. Do you think John considers a
man like him, who belongs to the terrorist group, as antichrist?
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Antichrist is defined in verse 22 as follows; “Who is the liar? It is the man who denies that Jesus is the Christ. Such a
man is the antichrist-he denies the Father and the Son.” (verse 22) Please look at verse 19, also; “They went out from
us, but they did not really belong to us. For if they had belonged to us, they would have remained with us; but their
going showed that none of them belonged to us.”
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Antichrist is the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ (Savior). And as you can see from '...they went out from us...',
it indicates the people who have false faith, rather than unbelievers. Antichrists are those who claim to know God, even
though they do not have any firm faith that Jesus is the Christ. It is clear that Christians' hope relies on God's Son,
Christ. If they don't have faith in Him, naturally their life has nothing to do with God and they do not have truth in them.
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What do you think when you hear about 'antichrist’ or 'liar'? Can you say “I have nothing to do with them.”? When you
think of 'denying Jesus as the Christ', we often come up with the image of Peter denying Jesus three times, or Judas
who sold Jesus for 30 silver coins. Then it's easy for us to say we never denied Jesus in such ways.
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However, as you can see from the context of this letter, we can say that people who deny Jesus as the Christ are those
who claim to have a fellowship with God who is the light, but still remain in sin. If we really believe that Jesus is the
Christ, we should be able to listen and obey His word joyfully. Then, if we don't hold God's word within us and don't do
His will but claim to be a Christian, can't we say that we're denying Jesus as the Christ? How about those who hate
brothers and sisters in Christ, or those who love the worldly things which God told us not to love? Don't you think they
can be considered as liars, or antichrists?
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Why am | saying this to you? It's because in this final days, not only we should be careful of antichrists who are not
among us but we should also realize our own antichrist characteristics within us and being led in truth by seeking the
light of Jesus. We tend to notice other people's faults but it's hard to notice ourselves. Unless we consciously try to
examine our hearts, it's easy to not to notice our problems. Sometimes we ignore our faults although we know they're
there within us. If we continue to do so, undoubtedly, our faith would loose purity and become fake. It is important to
stand firm on God's Word and seek His will and guidance from the Holy Spirit so that such thing would not happen.
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How about you? Are you standing firm on your faith that Jesus is the Christ? Are you in living relationship with Father
God through Jesus? Do you rely on the Holy Spirit daily so that you can walk the way which you seek His will, like
Jesus did? Do you love God, and not things in this world? Right now, can you say that you are remaining in Christ?
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It is not easy to remain in faith that was given. Hebrews 10:36 says; “You need to persevere so that when you have
done the will of God, you will receive what he has promised.” To remain in Christ, we need patience. Many believers
in history also overcame their trial of faith with patience. Jesus Himself desires for us to remain in Him. Therefore,
even though our faith is small, unless we abandon our faith, He will help us and lead us to the kingdom of Heaven.
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Either near or far future, the end of the day will sure to come. Rather, we can say that the end time has already started.
When it's time, Jesus will come back. How would you like to stand before Him when it happens? Do you think you
can be in His presence with peace? John tells us the reason we should remain in Christ in verse 28; “....so that when
he appears we may be confident and unashamed before him at his coming.”



FAz2IFIEbNET, [ LENTH, beLliblrLloZ LiFea#MEEI RS, ADFH, B LR EHEARHHE
FENEDORENEHFRTKRD EXITE, ZOXI R ADZ EZ2IELET) OVH9:26) . b LECKTHEMIEED
DTHHRBIE, AEbIFFELEEOZ EFZINCE WV, /2 2LV TLE Y, BN EEY bOIL, FEE
HEDHLNR2EVWEEA, LL, ZORUNRAHTHD2061E, AAEBIXEEZBEVICEIIXF T, WrRTTNn?
BT, EATA - FURIEBYDELTWETN?

Jesus said, “If anyone is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in his
glory and in the glory of the Father and of the holy angels.”(Luke 9:26) If our faith in the Lord was fake, we would be
ashamed of Him and His word, and would not obey. No one trusts in what they think is shameful. However, if our faith
is true, we should be proud of Him. How about you? Are you proud of the Lord Jesus Christ?
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Lastly, let's listen to the word where Jesus Himself talked about 'remaining in Him'. These are the words which He is
speaking to you. “Remain in me, and | will remain in you.” (John 15:4) “l am the vine; you are the branches. If a man
remains in me and | in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.”(John 15:5) “If you remain in me
and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you.”(John 15:7) “As the Father has loved me,
so have | loved you. Now remain in my love.”(John 15:9)



