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“We are travelers”
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We have spent the last month and a half doing a message series focused on “Preparing for the last day”. Today is the

last message in the series. We have looked at the following topics, “Waiting for the last day”, “Be awake”, “Whatever

"«

you do, do for the glory of the Lord”, “Speak the word”, “You are not alone”, and “You will be given another helper”.
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Why do we look to the last day and prepare for it? Why do we need to wait for the Lord? This is so that on that day,
we may be welcomed into heaven. If | may borrow the expression from today’s text, it is so that we can return to our
heavenly home. God is preparing a city for us. And it is His desire to welcome us into heaven. So we need to keep
our focus on heaven, and prepare with one another for that day.
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The Lord Jesus said the following. “Don’t let your heart be troubled. Believe in God. Believe also in me. In my Father’s
house are many homes. If it weren’t so, | would have told you. | am going to prepare a place for you. If | go and prepare
a place for you, | will come again, and will receive you to myself; that where | am, you may be there also.” (John 14:1-3)
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If there was not a city prepared for us by Jesus, we could not go there. This is because we could not go to a place that
doesn't exist. But, just as God has made the present heaven and earth, He will prepare a new heaven and new earth
for us to be able to have a place to go. Jesus has gone up to heaven to be with the Father, so that He may welcome us
who believe in Him, and prepare a place for us. When we believe in the promises of the word of the Lord Jesus, we
turn our thoughts there, and our life will have a hope.
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Let's read today’s passage, verse 13 again. “These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen
them and embraced them from afar, and having confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.” When it
says “these”, who is it referring to? When you look at the previous verses, you see that this is referring to Abel, Enoch,
Noah, Abraham, and Sarah. They were all persons of faith, and they were glad for the promise, in other words, their
home in heaven. And they each died before they received this gift of heaven.
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They are not the only ones. Up until now all those that lived with faith, have passed away, just as those without faith.
What does this mean? They were each travelers on this earth. God has prepared a heavenly kingdom, but it is not
complete only with these that are listed here. Verse 40 says this: “God having provided some better thing concerning
us, so that apart from us they should not be made perfect.” God has made a plan that we who are living now, and all
who have faith in the future, by the grace of Jesus, will enter into heaven with those who have gone on beforehand.
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For this reason, just like those who have gone before us, we must remember that we are just travelers on this earth.
We cannot live forever on this earth. Someday, our journey will end, and we must depart from this world. Now we are
journeying through this world. We are traveling, each given a certain purpose and role for our life. When we finish our
purpose, and finish our role, we are moved from this earth into God's presence.
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But to be welcomed into heaven, we must walk the path of God. We cannot take our own path to heaven. What is
God's path? lItis the path of believing on the Lord Jesus, sent by God, and walking with him on His path. The Lord
Jesus said this: “| am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father, except through me.” (John 14:6) It
is just as He says, Jesus is the way to the God, and He is the one who gives us eternal life.
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When you finish your journey on this earth, where do you think you will go? Well, where do you want to go? Do you
want to go to heaven? Or do you want to go to hell? The bible tells us that after this generation has passed away,
there will be a heaven and hell, and those that have placed their hope in the savior Jesus, have a place prepared for
them in heaven. In other words, Jesus is preparing everything you need to enter heaven. The only thing left is
whether you desire to enter heaven, whether you believe in this. When you believe in the promises found in the Jesus'
word, the kingdom of heaven becomes a reality within you.
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The following is a story that happened about 60 years ago. There was an American woman named Florence Chadwick
who loved to swim. In 1950, she became world famous for becoming the first woman to swim the English channel from
both sides. In 1952, she decided to try and swim from Catalina Island off the coast of California near L.A. back to the
mainland. It was 34 kilometers. It happened that the day she went, the fog was thick, and she could not see anything.
And the sea was very cold, it was terrible conditions, but she started anyway.
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Her trainer rode in a boat alongside her, and called out encouraging words to her. But, she asked to be picked up by
the boat. But here trainer told her to keep swimming, she said the coast was not far off. But, at last she became
physically and mentally tired, and at last she stopped swimming. When she was picked up by the boat, there was less
than 1 kilometer left to the coast. Because she could not see the coast, she gave up right before she was about to
reach her goal. Right after, in a television interview, she said “If | had been able to see the coast, | may have been able
to keep swimming”.
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Two months later, she tried to again to do this long swim. This time, she fought through the thick fog and cold water,
and she saw the goal in her heart. She believed that beyond the fog, her goal was waiting, and she kept her eyes on
that goal and kept swimming. And the result that she became the first woman to swim from Catalina Island, and more
than that, she beat the fastest man's record by two hours.
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Are you able to see clearly the goal of heaven? Do you have something like fog before you? Sometimes during this
earthly journey, we can have fog that clouds our eyes of faith. It is not always sunny and clear. So when we are in this
tough situation, what should we do to keep our eyes of faith fixed on the kingdom of heaven? We should listen to the
words about Jesus. Daily listen to the word, and store it up in our heart, and through prayer, form a biblical view of the
end. This is how we travel along with Jesus. We cannot be deceived by the information of this world, by words that do
not matter, and just live a life that gets us by. Jesus, through the spirit is able to be beside you, more than that, right in
your heart. When we keep our eyes on Jesus, we will surely reach the goal.
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Please open your bible to Hebrews 12:1-3. “Therefore let us also, seeing we are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, lay aside every weight and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with patience the race that is
set before us, looking to Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the
cross, despising its shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. For consider him who has
endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, that you don’t grow weary, fainting in your souls.”
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The Lord Jesus endured the suffering of cross for our sakes, and he was able to endure to the end because of the joy
that was set before Him. What is this joy? It is the joy that through the blood He bled, your sins could be forgiven and
you could be given eternal life. You have been made a child of God, and you are able to inherit along with Jesus the
kingdom of God. Jesus saw this with His eyes of faith. In this way, through the cross, Jesus is able to give to us the
way to life. Let us be sure not to take our eyes from the Lord. And no matter what we are going through in our life, let
us make our journey with the Lord. When we wait on the Lord, without fear, He will give us an inheritance in the
kingdom of heaven.
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In closing, | would like to read 1 Thessalonians 4:14-18. “For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God
will bring with him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. For this we tell you by the word of the Lord, that we who are
alive, who are left to the coming of the Lord, will in no way precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself
will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with God’s trumpet. The dead in Christ will
rise first, then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the
air. So we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore comfort one another with these words.”



