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“Hoping To Be Like Christ” 1 John 3:1-12

T, R BIEF VA RDIBIZEEEFLZLORUEE L BITFRE L, SFKbY oETT, FA=bid5x 6
TEMzEYBAY, BOBEN MHE0E ], IKFUARNE] ERoTLEIZLDORVESIC, WOLEOHEHE LM
SEICEPNTHEEETCVWELEEELE Y, ZRAREBLEZLTHFIAMDIBICEEEL 2L TH-T, FURAID
HEEORHZ, A BIXE~DOEEE FRZE2 > CTHENCHED Z ENTELHDTY,

Last week we learned how it is important to remain in Christ. This is the last hour. We want to be always lead by the
Holy Spirit and God’s Words so that our faith won’t be distracted and we become a “liar” or “anti-Christ’. That's how we
remain in Christ and when Christ comes we can come before Him with trust and peace.
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Let's look at today’s scripture. Verse 1 says, “See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be
called children of God!” Another word for those who remain in Christ is “children of God.” God gave us a wonderful love
for us to be His children. That love is the self-sacrificing love that God’s son Jesus died for us. We will look at this,
“Christ’s love” next week. Today, we’d like to focus on us being “children of God.”
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We are all “children of men.” None of us were born “children of God.” When God’s love was poured unto us and by
believing and accepting that love, we became “children of God.” John mentions in the Gospel of John: “Yet to all who
did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— children born not of
natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. (John 1:12-13)"
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What awaits the children of God? It's that we will be like Him. We know that we don’t be like Christ in an instant, at the
moment we believe Him, but we are sure to receive the Holy Spirit in us, so by keeping the close relationship with Jesus
we will be like Him little by little. We will become mature people who think and act like Christ.
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That’s how our inner person will be changed like Christ, but how about our outside (physical bodies)? Sadly, our bodies
getold. We get more spots and wrinkles as we age. Our bodies continuously keep working so they get old. But God
promises us this: “But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who,
by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be
like his glorious body. (Philippians 3:20-21)”
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Apostle John actually saw and touched Jesus who died on the cross, and who rose again on the third day and appeared
to people. Therefore he is a living testimony, who knows by experience how Jesus resurrected with His glorified body.
So he says that will be our hope in this world. How about you? Are you hoping to be like Christ?
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My son Daiki likes to copy me. That makes me happy and also little annoying sometimes but | think it is a big honor as
a parent. Last week he wanted to wear a tie like me so | made one with a handkerchief for him. How come he wants
to be like me? It is because he is my son. You all know that I'm not that special. He copies me because | am his
father and he has a special feeling for me and tries to be like me.
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Therefore, for us who became the children of God to hope to be like Christ is a natural matter. We were born from God
and we have seeds of God in us. God’s Words remain in us and we know that we belong to Him. Then why does it
say here we will be like Christ, not God the Father? Because God is the Spirit and the one who has the glorified body is
His son, Jesus. We become not like God the Father, but like Jesus, both inside and outside.
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John continues in verse 3: “All who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.” What does this mean?
As it follows “Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness.” to purify oneself means to be kept away
from sin. It is quite natural for someone who doesn’t have God as a Father to live in sin. But not so for the children
who were born of God. Verse 9 says, “they cannot go on sinning, because they have been born of God.” For those
who became a child of God cannot go on sinning. They may sin but they cannot keep sinning because the light of God
the Father shines upon them they cannot remain in darkness.



BAZESTH52L069 =20, |EITHOZLTY, DFV, ZHUIRBMKEZET D2 & TY, #Lid, MEEOH
LERLET, TT2L, REHLPAMEROELEZIT) 28, ZNARFEEITH) 2L TY, DI LT, 480 R0 L
TWDLHEIEFHRR, FEZTOTWLIOTY, BFLIFEEIIHDL S 2 &) LRMFOZ LT, BELIT, MERBADIZD
ICED LN LD TER, ZHIEMEROELTY, TOELICES ZENRETHY, WD ZLiIE2ITROI L TT,

Another way to purify oneself is to act righteous. Itis to love others. Righteousness portrays God’s heart. Therefore,
for us to do God’s will is to be righteous. Itis a contrast to what it says in verse 4, “Everyone who sins breaks the law; in
fact, sin is lawlessness.” The law is something God set for us humans and it is God’s will. It is a sin to go against
God’s will, and it is righteous to obey.
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We see the name Cain in verse 12. Cain was the son of Adam and Eve. Let's look at the scripture that mentions
about him. Genesis 4:1-8: “! Adam made love to his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Cain. She
said, “With the help of the LORD | have brought forth a man.” ? Later she gave birth to his brother Abel. Now Abel kept
flocks, and Cain worked the soil. ® In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil as an offering to the
LORD. * And Abel also brought an offering—fat portions from some of the firstborn of his flock. The LORD looked with
favor on Abel and his offering, ® but on Cain and his offering he did not look with favor. So Cain was very angry, and his
face was downcast. ® Then the LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast? ’ If you do what is
right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but
you must rule over it.” & Now Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let’s go out to the field.” While they were in the field, Cain

attacked his brother Abel and killed him.”h
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How come God did not look Cain’s offering with favor? As God says in verse 7, He knew that Cain’s heart was not
straight to God. He still brought an offering so he shouldn’t be jealous if he didn’t have any guilty feeling. But there
was something not right in his heart. He did not focus on purifying himself. It was God who did not look at his offering
with favor, but Cain’s anger was headed not against God but to his brother Abel and he killed him.
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God warned Cain before he killed Abel. In verse 7: “sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must
rule overit.” Despite His word, Cain chose to sin. Just like his parents Adam and Eve listened to not God but Satan,
Cain also chose to follow Satan’s tempting voice. John urges in verse 12: “Do not be like Cain.”
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“All who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.” This “purify themselves” does not mean we do
nothing and God automatically purify us. We have to purify ourselves. Like Abel, we love God by our own will and
hope on Him and act righteous. Whether it is your time, ability, possession, yourself... offer your best to the Lord.
That is purifying yourself. There is no reason God won'’t look to that kind of person with favor. He will make that kind
of person to be like Christ on the last day.
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Are you rejoicing that you are a child of God and hoping to be like Christ? By that hope are you purifying yourself like
Christis holy? We cannot live in righteousness away from sin by ourselves, but with small faith to look up to the Lord of
glory He gives us abundant help from above. The last day is near. Let us hope that we will be like Christ on that day,
and make an effort to purify ourselves each day.



