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Jesus Christ, the Living Water
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It's June now, and starting today we will begin a new sermon series on the theme “Jesus Christ the Savior.” The core
message of the Gospel is that Jesus Christ is the savior. And | would like for all of us to reconfirm that again. As Savior,
Jesus is obviously different from ordinary people like us. In other words, in his way of thinking and his actions, and in
every aspect of himself, Jesus is someone who goes far beyond our ordinary way of doing things. He chose us and led
us to be saved. Through this series it is my hope that we will come to know our Lord Jesus more deeply, and trust him
even more.
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Today | would like us to study the passage in scripture in which Jesus reveals himself to the Samaritan woman. This
occurred when Jesus and his disciples were traveling through Samaria. Jesus was tired from the journey and rested
beside a well. Just then a Samaritan woman came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?” Those
who don’t know about the relationship at the time between the Jews and the Samaritans might not think there’s
anything unusual about this passage. But as verse nine explains, “Jews do not associate with Samaritans.” Since Jesus
was a Jew, simply speaking to the woman was, according to the accepted way of acting for people of the times,
something quite extraordinary.

TINE, FPFTZIOVIZENETZLLRVET, FAT 2O ZOTIRRTNZE, V<~ YOLMENRTEA TR LH
£ L, BELL Do EAIE NS LT, ZZ TR ZA L H Y FTMN, TIUIFELZ H ORF/ETIiL.
BOLRKZATYT, HLICEALRBHRH-TIZ LA, BERMICKEZ < AICHFTIAT OITE @I 2nE 2 AT
T, LU, #LiZANBZRETADDO X HIZ LT, ZORFREIHIZKZ RIS TWE LTI, TARE L TT NG,
BIREZIEREDETE XY ANDOEA =R, HEBEPOFEZNTHZ EITEIONEFATLE,

Therefore, | think we can say this: if Jesus hadn’t taken this action, the Samaritan woman would never have come to
know Jesus. It was the sixth hour at the time, which would be noon in our way of telling time. Normally women avoided
drawing water at the noon hour, but this woman chose this hour to draw water, as if wanting to avoid other people.
Thus we can’t imagine that she would speak herself to Jesus, a Jew, who happens to be by the well.
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Why, then, did Jesus approach her and speak to her? The text tells us that Jesus was tired from the journey and was
thirsty. But this wasn’t his main purpose. The Samaritan woman came to the well to get drinking water to slake her
physical thirst, but Jesus knew of her spiritual thirst, in other words how her heart was thirsting. Therefore Jesus
approached her in order to provide her with the “living water” he had in order that her inner thirst, her thirsting heart, be
satisfied.
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What is “living water”? In verse 14 Jesus says, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks
the water | give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water | give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to
eternal life.” Living water is water only Jesus can provide that becomes a spring inside the person receiving it, water
welling up to eternal life. What sort of amazing water could this be? In order for Jesus to give this water to the woman,
he approached her, an action that went beyond the accepted ways people acted in those times.
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The woman’s heart really must have been thirsty. After she heard what Jesus told her, she asks Jesus for this living
water, saying, “Sir, give me this water so that | won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water” (verse
15). If you were in her place, how would you have answered Jesus? If it were me, | think instead of asking for the living
water right away | would have tried very hard to get an answer that would satisfy me, in order to understand the
meaning of Jesus’ words: “Where on earth does such water exist? What kind of water does he mean? Is this man trying
to trick me? Isn't he going to ask me to pay a lot of money for that water later on?” How would you have reacted?
Would you have asked the Lord for that living water? | don't know how far this woman understood, but she recognized
how spiritually thirsty she was and asked the Lord for his living water.
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Looking at the story so far, we would normally expect Jesus then to give her that water right away. But what does Jesus
do? Instead of giving her the living water he says, “Go, call your husband and come back.” This seems somewhat
nonsensical and surprising. I’'m sure the woman was surprised as well. Why did Jesus say this to her? What
relationship could there possibly be between living water and the woman’s husband?
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Actually this is a very important point. At first glance there are many times when Jesus’ words seem to us to be
incomprehensible, but in reality they contain a profound meaning. In answer to Jesus’ words to the woman to “Call you
husband and come back,” she responds, “I| have no husband” (verse 17). In verses 17-18 Jesus goes on to say, “You
are right when you say you have no husband. The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is
not your husband. What you have just said is quite true.”
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Jesus knew what kind of past the woman had, and what sort of situation she was in now. And he dared touch on this
sensitive issue. From our ordinary perspective, we could never say such a thing right to her face. It's the sort of topic
that might make the person it's addressed to say, “That’s none of your business.” But if we look at verse 29 we find that
she told the people in the town about Jesus, saying, “Come, see a man who told me everything | ever did.” For the
woman, what Jesus had told her was “everything” she’d ever done. In other words, it meant her relationships up to now
with her husbands, her relationship with the man she was presently with, everything in her whole life.
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Since we are created by God, without God it is impossible for us to be complete as people. We constantly feel a
spiritual thirst within us, a hole in our heart that only God can fill. But what did the Samaritan woman do? Up to this
point she tried to find what she was seeking not in a relationship with God, but in relationships with the opposite sex. If
true happiness, in other words spiritual fulfillment, could be found there, then there would be no problem. But that’s not
the case. She remained spiritually thirsty.

FTA T RL, TOFEEIH L THRELZDOLOBREANPNLITZDIC, 2 THRZICHRZEGOZ L2 ETFbonE L, £
LT, THODHOKNE (AvF) THHZEE2HbLENDZLICE-> T, ik LN ZTHY 2 LT, MEkizm
oD L OICENINTEDOTYT, ZITEY U YOLWER ETDHK) 22070 FITTTEEEA, L,
L., BATADOZELEEFEEELDHZLICLEST, HEADI BLIZTTIZWVDOLOKRNTEND L)ool Z LR BT
RAEZENTEET, BROFESEZBEL T, HWOZDANREASZADE LIZE NN, EOZ LTI L > THESIHE
CELinTT, (B9—422H) .

In order to open her eyes to this reality, Jesus told her about her own life. And through revealing himself as the savior
from God (the Messiah), he led her heart, through himself, to God. Here in the scripture there is no mention of the
Samaritan woman receiving the “living water.” But we can see that, through believing in the words of Jesus, a spring of
water that gives eternal life is already welling up inside her. Through the woman’s testimony many of the townspeople
were led to Jesus and came to believe in him. (See verses 39-42.)
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From this passage what can we learn about the Lord Jesus? One thing is that Jesus himself will approach those who
are spiritually thirsty. It's not the case that people draw near the Lord because they themselves have approached
Jesus. We live within the everyday world, within the confines of the ordinary habits of thinking and acting, so on our
own we cannot go beyond these limitations to believe in someone we cannot see. But since the Lord Jesus will come to
us on his own, we are able, like the Samaritan woman, to encounter Jesus. We don’t meet Jesus within the confines of
our own ways of thinking; instead, when we have a seeking heart that wants to know Jesus, he will appear to us.
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But that is not all. Through the Holy Spirit and his words, Jesus will reveal to us the way we really are. In other words,
he will make us realize how far we are from God, how much we rely on the things of this world. He does this because
our eyes must be opened to this reality, or else we will not seek this living water. We will continue as always, seeking to
fulfill our spiritual thirst within the confines of this world. But by showing us our real situation, Jesus leads us to want to
seek living water.
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Living water isn't some sort of visible, magical water that, if you drink it, will allow you to never thirst again. Living water
is the Lord Jesus Christ himself, the life that his spirit gives us. When we believe in Jesus as our savior and worship
him, the Lord himself will become a spring of water within us welling up to eternal life. Living water is thus like not
drinking water that comes to us externally, but wells up internally, within us. It is a gift from God.
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Proverbs 4:23 says “Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life.” What we must do is guard our own
hearts. We must keep things from coming into us from outside that can pollute the water of life, and protect it so it is not
taken from us--this is the way for us to be truly alive. The Lord Jesus will make living water well up within you.
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Is living water flowing within you today? Are you thirsting? Are you tired from trying to draw water, as hard as you can,
the water you think will slake your spiritual thirst? The Lord Jesus invites you to come to him. As Revelation 22:17 says,
“Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life.” In verse 21 (John
4:21) Jesus says to the Samaritan woman, “Believe me, woman.” As in this verse, this is what is most important: to
believe in Jesus and never doubt him. If you do that, you will indeed have living water welling up within you.



