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“Christ’s love” 1John 3:13-24
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Last week, we listened to the word of the Lord by the title of “Hoping to Be Like Christ” We were made to be children of
God to become like Lord Jesus Christ, God’s son. Because we are children of God, we are to inherit the Heaven. So
because we are given this special privilege from God, we need to purify ourselves like Jesus until the end of the world.
Stay away from any sins and always seek God’s will. If you do so, our body will be transformed into glorious body just
like the Lord at the time of the second coming (Philippians 3:21). Let us continue to walk in faith with this hope.
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Let us go on to today’s message. Believing in Lord Jesus means to have fellowship with God. To have fellowship with
God means to share God’s life. Thus, when we live in the fellowship with God the Father through Jesus Christ, we
become those that receive God'’s life and are moved from death to life. So how do we know that we have passed from
death to life?
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As it is stated in verse 14, we know by loving our brothers and sisters. When we say “love our brothers,” we may think
that we are asked if we have love within ourselves. What do you think? Do you have the true love that loves brothers and
sisters without discriminating? The word “brothers” here does not point only to brothers that are kind to you. It means
every brothers and sisters in the Lord.
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Then what is love? How do we know what is love? Look at verse 16. “This is how we know what love is; Jesus Christ laid
down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.” John says that the sacrifice made by Christ is
love. It means that love is to care for others even by sacrificing yourself. Does that kind of love come naturally from us?
We have to receive it from Lord Jesus Christ. By receiving the love of the Lord, we can love one another.
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Then how will this be if we look at this in opposite perspective? We can see that the love of the Lord is poured onto those
that love their brothers. Those that have received the love of the Christ have Christ within them. Thus, those that love
their brothers have the eternal lives. Just like this, life and love is in a very close relationship. Those that believe in Lord
Jesus and have passed from death to life will love their brothers, and those who love their brothers are passed from
death to life.
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Please look at verse 15. There are very harsh words in this verse. “Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you
know that no murderer has eternal life in him.” If we call ourselves Christians and not love our brothers but hate them,
God says we are murderers. Obviously eternal life does not remain in murderers. What do you think? Does eternal life
remain within you? Can you prove that you are passed from death to life by the act of love to your brothers and sisters?
John suggests in verse 18: “Let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.”

FATRTHEFTBIZEDONE L, L LOERTENTZOEWVOBIIERHD G, X - T, z!%)foctﬁ?tﬁi‘zbt

LOBFTHHI xR, TRXTOANRREDLDOTT ] (FI/X13:35) ., EAT AL, THHGEHTTEHEDRIC

f£< B RITOMICEND D72 6IX, TRXTOANIEOENEOHR T THLIZEEZRDDLEBoLoWE LT, ?FNJB
ZEoT, HOWMEHEL, EHEZBOWV WD EA T AR L TEEREIETHIL i VRO Z E T, L

L TOENZEIND WBARICK L TUIEDI TLE I ? DR EEETDH LI, WBbitkaE L T ETN?

Lord Jesus said to the disciples, “By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another” (John
13:35). Jesus said all people will see you are Lord’s disciples if there’s love among disciples. It is ordinary for us to try to
show love to Lord Jesus who we believe and hope in. However, how is it toward brothers and sisters whom the Lord
loves? Do you love brothers and sisters just like you love the Lord?
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The reason for us to love one another is in the fact that Lord Jesus sacrificed His life for us. Therefore, we shall not try to
find the reason to love in brothers when we try to love our brothers. That is because reasons for us to hate each other
exist there. We tend to love those that are kind to us but if that attitude changes, our heart can easily change to hate.
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Therefore, in any circumstances, we have to find the reason to love our neighbors in Lord Jesus. Because the Lord
sacrificed Himself and loved us, we should sacrifice ourselves for our brothers. That is because we owe a debt of love to
Jesus, not to brothers. If we do not love brothers and sisters that the Lord sacrificed His life for, then it equates to not
loving the Lord.
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Why did Lord Jesus, God’s Son, lay down His life for us sinners? Is it because we did something to Him that is worthy of
His sacrifice? Is there a reason somewhere that God has to love us even by sacrificing Himself? Even if we turn our back
to God, | don’t think there’s anything God owes us. But God loves us. That is because He sees our existence as precious
and honored. God made us to be the object of His love. Therefore, He moved us from death to life for us to not be
destroyed in sin by putting our sins onto His son Jesus.
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Apostle Paul says in Rome chapter 1 verse 14: “| am obligated both to Greeks and non-Greeks, both to the wise and the
foolish.” Did Paul owe some debt to these people? No. His life until he met Jesus and be reformed was nothing that he
would owe any debt to anybody. Then who does Paul owe debt to? That is to Lord Jesus. Paul owes the debt of love to
Jesus. It means that previous Paul persecuted God'’s church with his ignorance but God accepted him with love and
forgave his sins, not destroying him. When Paul thinks of the Lord’s love, he says he owes the debt of love that cannot
be returned enough. So he offered his life with pleasure to all people the Lord loves. This act is to love Jesus.
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In 1919, an American missionary J.H. Kolbe went to Japan. Because he was a pacifist and Japan was becoming more
militaristic, he was ejected from Japan in 1939 and had to go to Philippines. He was continuing his mission in Panay
Island in Philippines but fled to the mountains when the Pacific War started. In 1943, he was captured by Japanese
military along with his wife and other missionaries. Then without any proper investigation, they were determined to be
executed for being spies.
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Before the execution, they were given 30 minutes. Mr. and Mrs. Kolbe read Jesus’ sermon on the mountain in Matthew
chapters 5 to 7 together and they prayed together in one heart. Thirty minutes later, their heads were cut off by a
Japanese sword. When this incidence occurred, their two daughters Margaret and Alice were back in the United States
for their studies. When this news reached them, they were crushed with sorrows. Eventually the sorrow became hatred
and they started to think of revenge against Japanese people that killed their parents. However, since there were no
Japanese people around during the war, no action was taken and only time passed by.
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They prayed to God everyday with sorrow and hatred, but one day, a question came to their mind as they were praying;
“What were our parents praying about before they were killed by the Japanese soldier?” Whenever they thought about
this, they always reached two answers. One is for the salvation of Philippians that their parents were on mission for. And
the other was for Japanese people who kicked them out of their country and killed them. From this, they realized that
their mind and wish were completely opposite from their parents’ last prayer.
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However, hatred cannot be easily removed. While they spend everyday agonizing, they meet the God’s word in today’s
verse 16. “This is how we know what love is; Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for
our brothers.” As it is said in this verse, Margaret volunteered to care for captured Japanese soldiers and showed love to
them. Of course, she became a person who is much talked about among captive Japanese soldiers. One day, Margaret
was asked about the reason to her act, and she explained her story and told them the words in the Bible.
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Unfortunately, they could not understand her heart of forgiveness and love instead of revenge. However, former Navy
general Mitsuo Fuchida, the commander of the attack of Pearl Harbor, heard about this later and was led to read the
Bible that changed Margaret’s life. He was captured in God'’s love through the words in Luke 23:34: “Father, forgive them,
for they do not know what they are doing.” At this moment, the hatred in him was also changed to love, and he became a
Christian. He lived the rest of his life as a servant of Christ, loving his brothers. On the side note, it is told that Alice, the
other daughter of Kolbe, gave a year worth of her salary to mission in Japan. Christ’s love will renew us from inside. This
love is being poured onto us today. As people who know this love, let us love one another with actions and in truth.



