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“The one who lives among us” 1 John 4:1-6
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Last week, we listened to the Word of God; entitled “The love of Christ”. The Lord Jesus forsook His life for us, in that we
have come to know what love is. John claims that those who have received His love also forsake their lives for their
brothers. How about you? When you look back last week, did you strive to love your brothers and sisters in Christ just
like the Lord Jesus did with deeds and the truth?
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It is not easy to love people—there are many challenges associated with it. Even if you may have a thought of loving
others, it may still be a challenge to take action. Even though you might finally be able to take action, your actions may
be misunderstood; therefore, there is a chance that you will get hurt by loving others. If we experience such a thing, we
feel it is hard to love; we even feel fear and hesitation to do so.
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Why is it so? Why is it difficult for us to love one another? | think there are two main reasons. One reason is because of
our own sin; the Lord Jesus already took care of our sin (on the cross) and it has been resolved. However, even if our sin
is forgiven, it is a matter of time that we commit sins. Therefore, we must crucify our “old self,” the sinner by faith.
Thereby, the old self dies: we live as a new creature with Christ and the way to love others begins there.
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What is the second reason? It is the existence of Satan (the devil). Verse 3 marks, “the spirit of the antichrist,” which is
the spirit coming from Satan. Satan does not like when we confess that Jesus is the Christ and that we live in His love
and life; therefore, Satan frantically attacks Christians and strives to separate us from Christ’s love.
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The Lord Jesus says about Satan. “...He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no
truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.” (John 8:44) The power of
spirit which leads us into lies is Satan—there is no truth in him. He is a murderer from the beginning; by leading us into
lies, he strives to separate us from salvation in Christ and lead us into destruction.
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The way Satan deceives us is by word of falsehood. One of the reasons why John wrote this letter was to (warn people)
that there were a lot of false prophets coming into the world. They prophesized not the truth but spoke of the word of
falsehood—this fooled people and drew them into deception. These false prophets were human beings, which were led
by the spirit of antichrist (Satan). If there was no power to the word spoken by these prophets, people would not have
been deceived. However since the spirit of Satan led them, the word spoken by the prophets had power to draw people
into deception.
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Satan, from the time of Adam (the very first man) to this day, has been speaking lies to human beings. Satan’s word is
clever; it is not easy for us to distinguish lies from the truth. Therefore it is easy for us to be fooled by the spirit and by the
word of falsehood. Nobody would believe these words if they knew it were false from the beginning. However, since it
sounds true, we are easily deceived, which takes away trust from the human minds. Without this trust, we cannot have a
relationship; therefore, it bores “loneliness.” Do you think that we can say such a state of being, “life,” or “light”? In this
way, Satan drags us into the darkness and death.
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John said in 4:1 that “Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but the test the spirits to see whether they are from God.”
Not all the spiritually sounds words come from God. If they are not from God, we will be drawn into deception, which fills
us with anxiety and fear. Therefore it is necessary for us to be sure that even the spiritually sounds words are indeed
from God.
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Look at verses 2 and 3; “Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is form God, but every
spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God.” In other words, you need to look at things through the filter,
(which is Jesus Christ): if it is word, event or whatever it is, you must test if it reveals the mind of Christ. When you
distinguish the Lord’s sprit, you must not base it on your thoughts, opinion and other people’s opinion, but His Word.
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When talking about “spirit” | am sure quite a few people would say that they cannot understand it since spirit is invisible
to us. However the spirit does indeed exist. We, ourselves are spiritual beings. We cannot see our spirits, but what we
can see is our physical body. Just as we cannot see the Holy Spirit of God, Satan, or the spirit of antichrist in this same
way, it does not mean these spirits do not exist. While we live in this world, Satan will always challenge us with his
deception. However, we do not fear: those who confess that the Lord Jesus as Savor, have been poured out His spirit on
them. The Holy Spirit dwells in us, and protects us from the evil ones.
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Look at verse 4. “You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater
than the one who is in the world.” The passage which said that “have overcome them” is written in the present perfect
form. In other words, when we have accepted the Lord Jesus into our hearts, we have always been victorious. It is not
because we are strong—we are weak. However, since the spirit of the Lord which dwells in us and the One who sent
(Jesus) are stronger than Satan, we can stand firm against Satan’s attacks.
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The Lord Jesus said: “In this world, you will have trouble. But take heart! | have overcome the world.” (John 16:33) He
spoke this word to His disciples before he was crucified, but He declared it as having already achieved. Why so? It is
because the Lord Jesus knows the one who is greater in power than Satan, and was obedient to God with His whole
being. The Lord Jesus himself was tempted severely by Satan, but overcame these temptations by trusting the Word of
Father God. Therefore, the Lord had already won to Satan even before the actual resurrection took place.
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The Bible clearly tells us about the spirit of truth and the spirit of Satan (the false spirit). Therefore we must not ignore it
and continue to walk as if we did not know anything about it. Our life is a spiritual warfare. As the Word tells us, we are
victors in this spiritual warfare by the spirit of the Lord. If we believe it and walk with the Lord day by day, there is nothing
but victor. Satan tempts us with a false word, but he cannot separate us from the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the beginner
and finisher of our faith.
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The Lord Jesus taught us how to pray in Mathew 6: 13, the Lord’s Prayer that “And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from the evil one.” Why do we pray like that? It's because we are easily tempted—we cannot save ourselves
which is why we pray to God. He is on our side; we remember that He is greater in power than Satan. We pray so that
we can live relying on His spirit.
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Today is Father’'s Day. For this year’s father’s day, | wrote a letter to my own father and attached pictures of my own
children. | did this because | lost my grandmother this past March and grandfather in May, which made me to think that |
must deliver the Gospel to my father when it is still possible. | have been praying for my father and gave him Christian
related CDs and books. But this time, | was strongly prompted, believed that it came from the Lord, and wrote him about
the salvation of the Lord Jesus. The other day my father wrote me back and said “Thank you. If | feel like it, | will read the
Bible.” This is a big step for me. | do not know what will come next; | cannot save my father. But | believe that the love of
God will work in my father and lead him into the truth with His spirit.
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The Apostle Paul said what a man’s role is in1Timothy 2: 8 “| want men everywhere to lift up holy hands in prayer,
without anger or disputing.” This is the image that God has for men. Are the men around you men of prayer? Let us pray
so that they will become men of prayer for the sake of fathers, children and brothers. They will not become men of prayer
without first being prayed over. Let us start that prayer. The Holy Spirit which dwells in us has more power than Satan;
God will grant us His blessings and His kingdom. Let us believe the power of the Holy Spirit and His leading.



