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“Guest of a Sinner”
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Last week, we learned about what is most necessary, and the importance of sitting at the feet of Jesus and listening to
His Word. “Listening to His Word” is as important to us as eating. Just as you eat food when your stomach is empty, we
must eat of the Word when our hearts need nourishment. It’s not just a one-time thing; it is important to eat balanced
meals regularly. Let us encourage each other to sit at the feet of Jesus and listen to His Word so that we may be made
alive by His spirit and blessings.
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Today we will study Zaccheaus. Zacchaeus was called a ‘sinner’ by others. Surely no one can easily take being called a
‘sinner.’ But at the time, that kind of thing was commonplace for Zacchaeus because he was a tax collector. Tax
collectors were known to cheat many people out of their money. Zaccheaus was a head tax collector, and as is written,
was a very rich man. People had no problem calling him a ‘sinner’ with the utmost contempt.
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Why did Zacchaeus choose to live a life that would label him as a ‘sinner’ before others? Why did he choose such an
‘evil’ path? Surely he understood beforehand that being a dishonest tax collector would make him hated by others, but
he chose that life anyway. Why that is, we don’t know for sure, but there are a number of things we can presume.
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We can assume that Zacchaeus was raised in a poor household. We don’t know what percentage of those from poor
families became tax collectors at that time. But we know that even today, many people who grow up poor have dreams
of becoming wealthy. We can also assume that the adults around Zacchaeus were also tax collectors, so perhaps those
kinds of adults were the only models of living he had. Many children grow up around people who walk in darkness, and in
such an environment it is nearly impossible to choose what is right. One becomes numb to the idea of right and wrong.
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The other day, news spread around the world about a two year-old in Indonesia that was a heavy smoker. Such a thing
is unimaginable for us. Our little Daiki is going to be two years old soon; way too young to be smoking. But this child in
Indonesia grew up around people who were mostly smokers. The child saw the adults around him doing that, so he
developed no sense of it being wrong. For a person raised in such an environment, it is incredibly difficult to not copy
those around him. We can assume that Zacchaeus had a similar experience.
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Verse 3 writes “He wanted to see who Jesus was, but being a short man he could not, because of the crowd.” There
were quite a few short people in those days, so for scripture to acknowledge one’s shortness is quite rare. So maybe this
means Zacchaeus was very short, shorter than anyone else. If this was true, perhaps he had a complex. Perhaps he
wanted to become a wealthy man so that he could look down on those who looked down on him. Perhaps he had
emotional scars from this, so he didn’t care if others called him a sinner and chose to be a tax collector.
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But speculation aside, we know for sure that in the end Zacchaeus chose to be a tax collector and was labeled a sinner.
Therefore, he is responsible for his own life decision. It was not a decision that pleased God. He probably did dishonest
things as well. But what we must remember more than anything else is that even though Zacchaeus didn’t choose a
good path in life does not mean he has no relation to the salvation that is through Christ. We are no different from him,
for we were all born with sin and we all need God’s mercy and love.
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Our son Motoya was born almost 4 weeks ago. Although we can dream about his future, we don’t know for certain what
kind of person he will become. Maybe he will be labeled a sinner by others, like Zacchaeus. Of course we don’t want that
to happen. | believe that all | can do is put all of my strength into living a life that demonstrates God'’s love and
righteousness, so that Motoya will see this and perhaps choose it for himself. But even as | say that, | am still just
another sinner before God. | make wrong choices, as | believe everyone does. So what gives us the right to look at
another person and call them worse sinners than ourselves? Zacchaeus was a sinner. So were the people who called
him a sinner. And so are we.
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Jesus came down from His place with God and became man to save sinners like us. He came not so that we can look at
others and call them sinners, but so we can realize that we too are sinners. Jesus calls those who acknowledge their
own sin. So that those sins can be forgiven, He gave up His own life on the cross as a payment for them. Jesus picked
Zacchaeus out of the crowd and went to him because Zacchaeus acknowledged his own sins and from his heart sought
the Lord’s salvation. Jesus went to Zacchaeus’s home and became his guest; in other words, Jesus became the guest of
a sinner.
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Verse 7 writes “All the people saw this and began to mutter, "He has gone to be the guest of a 'sinner.” Those that called
Zacchaeus a sinner still did not realize their own sin. That's why they muttered. They didn’t understand that “Jesus came
to save sinners.” They looked down at Zacchaeus as a sinner worse than themselves, yet they did not know that they
were also just a bunch of sinners in the eyes of God. That's why Jesus went to Zacchaeus, not the crowd. He became
Zacchaeus’ guest, not the crowd’s. Jesus surely knew what others would say about Him by doing this. Still, the Lord
chose not to be with the crowd but Zacchaeus, who welcomed Him into his home with great joy.
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It's interesting that nothing is written about what Jesus told Zacchaeus after entering his house. We just know that there
was a great change in Zacchaeus’ heart. Verse 8 writes ‘But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, "Look, Lord! Here
and now | give half of my possessions to the poor, and if | have cheated anybody out of anything, | will pay back four
times the amount.” A person cannot change so drastically on one’s own. This change happened not just because
Zacchaeus welcomed Jesus to his house, but because he believed Jesus to be the Messiah; the Lord and Savior.
Zacchaeus was freed from the things that bound him when he gave his heart to Jesus. In this way, the Lord’s salvation
changes people from the inside. Those who believe in Jesus and give their hearts to Him will be new creations in God.
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After this we will partake in the Lord’s Supper. Jesus will again become a ‘guest of sinners’ by coming to where we are
right now. As a payment for our sins, He gave Himself up and endured the suffering of the cross. Though He was without
sin, He was punished as the worst sinner, and without resisting received God’s judgment on our behalf. Surely God -
who did this much out of love and a desire to forgive us - will not deny us if we repent? On our own strength, we cannot
deal with the massive problem of sin. But through faith and hope in Christ Jesus and His spilt blood on the cross, we are
cleansed of our sin.
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Today, are you suffering in sin? Can you be at peace in front of God, and others? God rewards us with peace if we look
to the cross. When we focus on the sins of others, we cannot face our own sin. Jesus becomes a guest — no, a friend —
of those who joyfully receive Him. How about it? Why not let Jesus take the lead in your life? The Bible says “But where
sin increased, grace increased all the more” (Romans 5:20). This tells us that if you continue to look to Jesus of the cross,
your heart will always overflow with God’s blessing. Let us present our broken hearts to our Lord.



