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“The Flow of God's Love” 1 John 4:7-21

6H bIRGOBMAZMZ FE Lz, 4 BITHESFRNBRAEZ2OT, FELELLLELICFRLA vy E—VICEEHIT T
o ST, BHMATVWEEWETXARMEI, WObLEVADLELIHIGH D £33, 138061681 E TO3Hiz RV TIE
CTRTOEIC 8] EWIHIBERHTEEY, COFROPIIL, CNETICY 18] LWIHISEMIEL TEEL
Temd, AEOE AR 1) 27 —<IZLTWbHENnH 2 EnTExET,

Today is the last Sunday of June. Since there is no Sunday School today, our children are here with us to listen to the
message. Today's text is a bit longer than usual, with 15 verses. Except three verses from verse 13 to 15, every verse
includes the word 'love’. We have seen the word 'love' in this letter before, but today's text emphasizes the theme of
'love' more strongly.
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Generally, we call people who are kind to others 'loving'. On the other hand, we call people who are unkind to others
'unloving'. In this world we encounter people whom we are tempted to call in such a way. Which one are you? Are
you 'loving', or 'unloving'? Some of you may say that you have not been called either way. In the same sense, we
could also call God 'loving' or 'unloving'. But look at verse 8. It says “God is love”. It means that God is love itself.
He is always loving, and His love never changes.
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Then, what is God's love and how can we understand it? Let's look at verse 9 and 10. “...He sent his one and only
Son into the world that we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his
Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.”
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God does not love us because we love God. We naturally do not have the ability to love God or our neighbors.
However, He showed us what love is, by sending His Son Jesus Christ to this world for us. Love flows from God and
pointing toward us. Therefore, if we open our hearts to God, His love will be poured into us abundantly. This is the
flow of God's love. This is the reason why we seek love from God.
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Of course, we also receive love from our spouses, children, friends or families through our daily life. However, they
show love to us voluntarily and we receive it as a blessing. Therefore, we can receive it as a gift, but if we considered it
as natural and required them to love us, we were making a mistake. Love should not be forced. If we force others to
love us, our hearts will never be satisfied.



ﬁﬁ% FREDE A D ET, MEITH LT B EEZRDO TWE L, FICHBRIIFEDICEEZRLTIND LD
CTEVOBRATOELE, bEAHA. FBBITBAVICREZELTINAE L, TS THZ ) T, Ll,

ﬁﬁ@%%5&?é§%& RO D Zh EENObES TWEDO T, CORE, ROLBHLENS 2 LEHY

FHATLE, LA, VO bRHICKH L CRIEE S BRI SATNARN EVHRD 2 0ICH> TV DT,

| was always seeking love from others. Especially | desired my mother to show her love to me. Of course she loved
me in her own way, and she still does. However, the love she was trying to show me and the love | desired from her
were always different. As a result, my heart was never satisfied. Rather, | was angry at her because | did not feel like
she treasured me.
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However, the Bible tells us “...love comes from God.” (verse 7) What would happen when we seek the love from people
when it flows from God? Of course we cannot receive it. To receive love, we need to ask God. If we ask God for
love, He will fulfill us with His own love because that's His desire for us. He desires that His love flows from Him and
fills us up, so that we can love one another.
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One of the pastors | respect is Pastor Bill Wilson. He is a founder of Metro Ministries which has a headquarter in
Brooklyn, NY. Every week, their Sunday School attracts more than 30,000 kids. | introduced him before in one of my
messages. His ministry is now spreading to more than 500 cities in the world.
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Pastor Bill has a very sad past. When he was a little boy, he was abandoned by his birth mother. One day his mother
told him to sit on the street to wait until she comes back. So he sat, waiting for her to come back. However, even after
3 days, she did not come back. He was abandoned by her.
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When he was in the depth of loneliness and despair, a man appeared to him. He saw him sitting in the same spot for
three days so he talked to him. This man paid for him to go to Christian camp. That was where Pastor Bill learned
about God's love. He was abandoned by his mother, but God never abandoned him. Through this Christian man's act
of love, God drew him closer to His love.
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Since Pastor Bill received God's love, he decided to deliver God's love to those children who are as hurt as he used to
be. Despite the danger, he entered the slum to start the Sunday School ministry. Today there are so many children in
the Sunday School, but to get where he is now, he went through so many countless trials. It still is a challenge for him.
However, he never stops to deliver God's love to children. Why? Because he is moved by the love, that flows from
God and is poured into him.
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Of course not every child opened his heart. However, those children who received God's love through his teaching, will
deliver His love to others. Here we can see the flow of God's love. Love that flows from God not only satisfies people
who receive it, but also starts new flow of love. That's the power of God's love and the reason why it is flowing toward
us. The Bible tells us that love is the fruit of the Holy Spirit. (Galatians 5:22) We cannot bear the fruit of love by
ourselves. However, if we receive God's love through the Holy Spirit, we can bear the fruit of love.
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The Lord Jesus who died for our sin said, “My command is this: Love each other as | have loved you.” (John 15:12) ltis
Jesus' command that we receive love from God and love one another. It does not matter how old we are, what we have
or don't have. For everyone who receives God's love, He commands to love one another.
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When God tells us to 'love each other’, does it mean we have to reciprocate when we receive love from someone? Of
course, the Bible says that love 'is not rude' (1 Corinthians 13:5) so it would be not so polite just to receive it. However,
what God is telling us is, each of us should receive the love which is from God, and with that love, we should love each
other. In short, there's a flow of love. The love flowed from God is poured into me, and it will flow from me to others.
If that kind of love is achieved among Christians, we are loving one another. Let us remember this flow of love.
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| want to tell you one of the stories from the book Pastor Bill wrote. There is a long beach, about 2 miles, in southern
part of Australia. Several times a year, a few thousand of starfish land on seashore because of high tide. Most of
them will be pushed back to the ocean when high tide comes back, but some of them are left on the beach. Those
starfish will die, when it dries too much because of sun.
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One day around sunrise, a traveler was jogging along the beach. He noticed several thousands of starfish on the
beach. He also noticed a young man who was picking up a starfish, and throwing it back to the ocean, one by one.
The traveler came to this man and told him, “I know what you are doing, and why you are doing this. But this beach is a
few miles long, and there are several thousands of starfish. Do you really think what you are doing makes any
difference?” The man looked at him, picked up another starfish, threw it in the ocean, and said, “Not really, but | believe
for that starfish, it is the difference between life and death.”
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Each of us is just a small existence. We cannot love many people at once. However, if you start to love someone, that
person who received your love will know what the love is through you. And he/she will continue to love others. When
the love that flows from God pours out through us, it creates further flow of love. What do you think? We should not
stop the flow of God's love within us. Let us being used by God so that we can be the pipeline of God's love to pass on
His love to others.



