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“The One with the Power to Condemn”
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Up to today, we have had 3 sermons on the theme of “Jesus Christ the Saving Lord”. The sermons have been titled

“Jesus Christ — Living Water”, “What we Need More than Anything”, and “The Guest of a Sinner”. The Lord Jesus is
Messiah, the Lord of Salvation. He is not the Saviour just for a certain group of people, He is the Saviour of all
mankind. To accept salvation, you do not need to be rich or poor. It doesn't matter what your social status is, or
whether you are famous. It doesn't matter where you were born, or what is in your past. The Lord Jesus will save all
that seek salvation. Please keep this in the back of your mind as we go through the message today.
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This was when the Lord Jesus was at Jerusalem. A woman was taken before Jesus by the scribes and the Pharisees.
Apparently she was caught in the committing adultery. But of course, one cannot commit adultery alone, so there was
surely someone else involved. Where this other person go? Why was this woman brought before Jesus alone? If
the scribes and the Pharisees already knew this to be a case of adultery, why did they not perform a trial themselves,
why did they go out of their way to take her to Jesus?
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They said to Jesus. “Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in the very act. Now Moses in the law commanded us,
that such should be stoned: but what do you say? This they said, tempting him, that they might have to accuse him.” (v
4-6).
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The scribes and the Pharisees were not seeking to know God's righteous will toward one who had committed sin, but
rather they wanted to use this situation as a chance to accuse Jesus. Here we find out that their hearts were not truly
inclined toward God. They were not seeking a proper judgment from Jesus, what they really wanted was to use the
woman to get Jesus to say something that they could then use against Him. Jesus knew that their hearts were twisted.
Although on the outside they appeared to be fervently religious, on the inside they were filled with deception. The Lord
knew this, so He turned His back on their question and would not answer.

FEFERNY A NIFHOREZMY 23 s, ZOREEZELL SIXKOTERLS, FIHLEOTTR, 2EHH
IZZDE IR L EZYRTTHIENTELDOTLEIML?2RELZLLIEANCKH LT, EHITE L THFHFINTZDOT
LEDM2MIRNDEIEDREZB L < BOHNDLDIE, MOARRELLLIEANE B EZXBIL, 2D AN EARMMEE
EHZTHLRWEDROTL L IDN? ZOXERAFTHICIN TR L2 EOHIHTE BB S THWRNNMD X D IZF
IR 2 F9,



The scribes and the Pharisees, although they knew the law, they did not judge her correctly, but rather used her for their
own purpose. How were they able to do this with a clear conscience? Were they able to treat those that had sinned
however they wanted? Was the reason that God was so strict about the sin of adultery so that the Pharisees could
separate themselves and embarrass sinners as they pleased? | think that they really did not care at all about the fact
that this woman could be stoned to death.
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Could it be that the reason the scribes and the Pharisees used this woman was because they really did not think that
they sin was an issue for them personally. Could it be that they thought that this woman was a sinner and they were
righteous by following God's law. This is probably why they could distance themselves from her, in fact they felt they
had the right as God's servants to condemn her. When you look at their attitude, how do you feel? Do you not
yourself sometimes in the same way justify yourself and perhaps a judgmental heart?
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When | look at this passage, | see a dark side of man, how sinful he is. In other words, the more righteous we think we
are, the more we measure others by our own standard. In this way, we eventually find ourselves measuring others and
judging them. But this never pleases God. The reason is that God is not this sort of God. God does not start with
judgment, but first He shows us love and mercy.
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The Lord Jesus, in they face of their incessant questioning, says the following: “He that is without sin among you, let him
first cast a stone at her.” By these words, the Lord points out the common issue between both the adulteress and the
scribes and Pharisees. In other words, by these words of the Lord, He addresses not the sin of the woman, but rather
presses the scribes and the Pharisees to face the issue of their own sin. And when Jesus did this, what happened?
All that had up to that point been steadfastly accusing her left starting with those that were most senior. (v. 9)
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It is important that we ourselves should regularly consider these words that Jesus spoke. When we mess up, we really
feel deep down the painfulness of sinning. But as time passes, we forget this pain. And then our eyes turn toward
others and another person’s sin comes into view. And then we begin to justify ourselves, and a judgmental attitude
springs up, and we take the place of the judge. The Lord Jesus says to those with this sort of attitude - “Those without
sin, go ahead and judge”. Judgment is not for us. Itis for God. God is the Lord of judgment, and judges all things
according to His own righteousness.
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So what do sinners need? For those that do not think they have a problem with sin, might reply “judgment is needed”.
But you yourself are in the position of being a sinner, then your answer may be different. Is there anyone who would
say judge me harshly? | myself seek mercy from the Lord. | seek to be forgiven. Isn't that what we all seek? The
Lord Jesus, after all the scribes and the Pharisees had left, said the woman “Woman, where are those thine accusers?
hath no man condemned thee?” (v10) “Neither do | condemn thee: go, and sin no more.” (v11).
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The reason that Jesus says here “Neither do | condemn thee” is not because he is admitting to having sinned, as the
Scribes and the Pharisees did by leaving. The Lord Jesus is completely without sin, and for this reason, He is the only
one who can condemn sin. But the Lord did not condemn this woman’s sin. Why? Did the Lord not consider
adultery a sin? No, of course He knew what sin was, and this is why He said “go, and sin no more.”
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So why doesn't the Lord who has the authority to condemn sin, not do so toward this woman? Please turn to John
3:17. “For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.”
The Lord Jesus did not come to judge, He came that all the world might be saved through Him. God will surely pass
judgment on the last day. But in order that we would not all perish through judgment, God sent His Son Jesus, that all
who believe in Him may be saved from their sins.
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We all must face judgment from God on the last day. We must all give an account of how we lived during our time on
earth. At that time, will there be anyone able to hide their sins from God? God knows all the thoughts and plans of our
heart. This is why that if He did not provide a way out, there would be no way for us to escape judgment. But God had
mercy on us, and gave us a saviour Jesus Christ. Jesus is our advocate with God. Jesus is our go between and
defends us before God.
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Kanzou Uchimura said that today’s text is “a short synopsis of all the Gospels”. And it really is and important Gospel
message. “No condemnation” are truly powerful words. The Lord Jesus by taking our sins upon himself, took our
place upon the judgment that was the cross. This became the foundation for the forgiveness of our sins. The Lord
has the authority to say “I will bear your sins, so confess them all to me. If you do, then you will not be condemned.”
This is God's love.
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Judgment attempts to change men by force, but this does not change them. But the Lord Jesus does not use the force
of judgment, but instead the force of love, and first accepts us. He forgives us, and remakes us. We are told “go, and
sin no more.”, and if we could by our own strength, then we would have done that originally. These words are not telling
us to walk by ourselves. Just as with this woman, anyone who has met the Lord, and had the experience of having
their sins forgiven, is no longer alone. The Lord Jesus walks with you. The Lord Jesus gives you strength to
overcome sin. Please consider this. Let's stand firm in our faith, confess Jesus as saviour, and lift our voices in
praises to the Lord.



