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“Accept God's Testimony” 1 John 5:1-12
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We have been studying 1 John for 2 months now. We have been through eight messages. Let's review the titles:
'What Fellowship with God Could Bring You', 'Walk as Christ Walked', 'Do Not Love the World', 'Remain in Christ',
'Hoping to Be Like Christ', 'Christ's Love', "'The One who Lives Among Us', 'The Flow of God's Love'. We have today,
and the next week to finish up this study. Today, we will start the last chapter, chapter 5.
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Here, John is talking about two 'testimonies’; 'man's testimony' and 'God's testimony'. When we tell others about the
Lord Jesus, it's man's testimony. We talk to others based on our own experience, such as how we had met Jesus, how
we were led to salvation, and how we are walking daily in His blessing. At the beginning of this letter, John gave a
testimony by saying that he saw the Christ, who came to the earth as a man, and touched Him with his own hands.
Also, Peter testified in his letter that he witnessed His majesty on the mountain. (2 Peter 1:16) These are man's
testimonies.
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John has also said that God Himself did give testimony for His Son Jesus. How does God testify for Jesus? Verse 6
says, “This is the one who came by water and blood-Jesus Christ.” What does water mean here? There are some
theories, but it generally means baptism. Jesus had received baptism by John the Baptist. Why?  John was giving
a baptism of repentance. Does that mean Jesus needed to be purified from His sins?
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Let's look at Matthew 3:13-17 “Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. But John tried to
deter him, saying, 'l need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?' Jesus replied, 'Let it be so now; it is proper
for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.' Then John consented. As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of
the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on
him. And a voice from heaven said, 'This is my Son, whom | love; with him | am well pleased.”
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When Jesus was about to be baptized by John, John refused to do so. Jesus told him, “It is proper for us to do this to
fulfill all righteousness.” (verse 15) What is 'all righteousness'? What is righteous to Jesus, to John the Baptist, or to
all people? ltis to do Father God's will. His will is revealed to us through the Bible.
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What does God say about Christ? Isaiah 53:12 says “...because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered
with the transgressors.” To be numbered with the transgressors (sinners), that's God's testimony for Christ. The Lord
Jesus has never been against God's will, but He became equal to sinners by being baptized, so that He can carry our
sins.
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After receiving baptism, the Holy Spirit came down on Jesus, and there was a voice from heaven; “This is my Son, whom
| love; with him | am well pleased.” God called Jesus who became equal to sinners 'my Son, whom | love'. In short,
God Himself testified that Jesus was God's Son, and Christ. Jesus 'came by water' means that God's Son came to this
world as a man, and became a sinner just like we are. Through this, we can know God's love, God who is willing to
come close to us.
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Then, would the fact that Jesus was baptized save us from our sin? No. We need to look at another God's testimony.
Jesus did not come only by water, but also by blood. What does blood mean? It's the blood Jesus bled on the cross.
It was the redeeming blood which was poured out for us. By becoming equal to sinners, Jesus carried all of our sins.
And He was judged by God for our place. That's how the way of God's salvation was prepared.
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It is said that God's word, 'l am well pleased' is cited from Isaiah 42:1; “Here is my servant, whom | uphold, my chosen
one in whom | delight; | will put my Spirit on him and he will bring justice to the nations.” Why did God say “l am well
pleased.” to Jesus who became equal to sinners through baptism? It is natural for a father to be pleased with his son's
existence. However, what kind of father would be pleased with the fact that his innocent son to be a sinner? Usually,
he would grieve, not to be pleased. | would think that he would suffer for thinking of his son, who is going to suffer from
sins.
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However, it was God's will for His Son Jesus to be numbered as sinners, and to be judged for our sake. Father God
grieved over the fact that we are going to be destroyed because of our sins, so He handed His own Son over to death.
Therefore, God was pleased with Jesus who became a man to come to this world so that He can give us a life. God
sent the Holy Spirit to Jesus to support and lead His walk as Christ. God uses the same Holy Spirit to testify to us that
Jesus is the Christ.
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We do not believe in Jesus without any good reasons. We can see Jesus is the Christ, because of God's testimony of
the Holy Spirit, water and blood. John said, “We accept man's testimony, but God's testimony is greater because it is
the testimony of God, which he has given about his Son. Anyone who believes in the Son of God has this testimony in
his heart. Anyone who does not believe God has made him out to be a liar, because he has not believed the testimony
God has given about his Son.” (verse 9-10)
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Jesus came to this world by water and blood, that means God and Jesus Himself carried a huge risk for us. Because
for God to judge His own Son is the same thing as He is judging Himself. When Jesus suffered through the road to the
cross, Father God also went through the suffering with Him. God, His Son Jesus accepted the power of death to His
own body. Why did God do that? It's because through His Son Jesus, we will know God's love and we will be given
God's life.
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Jesus died on the cross but was resurrected on the third day. Just as He had said, He overcame the death and was
raised to life. This power of resurrection is the eternal life given to those who believe in His name. Jesus told His
disciples after His resurrection; “.....you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8) After receiving this
promise, the disciples were gathered and were praying earnestly. Then the Holy Spirit came down on those disciples,
and it was the beginning of the church. That's the Pentecost.
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As a Christian who has God's testimony, we testify that Jesus is the Christ. In fact, even that can be God's testimony
because if there's no power of the Holy Spirit, no one can believe in Jesus. If you don't understand Jesus, no one can
learn about eternal life within Him, or attain the eternal life. However, because Jesus is testified to us by the Holy Spirit,
water and blood, we can believe in His name and have eternal life.
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Verse 12 says “He who has the Son has life;. If we have an eternal life, we should have God's Son Jesus Christ within
us. If we have Jesus within us, we should love and obey God, just as Jesus loved and obeyed God joyfully. Whatis
God's command? Itis to love God's children. Commands can be burdensome. However, John says that since
everyone born of God overcomes the world, for God's children, God's commands will not be burdensome. How about
you? Is God's command to love one another burdensome for you?
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Today, we will celebrate communion. Why do we do this? Why is it said that we need to confess Jesus is the Lord and
receive the baptism? It's so that through communion, God's Son Jesus who came from water and blood is testified.
When we receive the communion with faith, we are assured that we are forgiven by Christ's blood and received eternal
life. How about you? Do you have God's Son Jesus within you? Like His Word says, eternal life is within His Son.
Let us look up to Christ's blood and receive forgiveness, peace and life through Him.



