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Testimony of Shuyoukai

SEIOEFRZTIE, ZHOREERLHLSIETVWERLEESELL, TAETHEYE L TWRE - BIHOFEN LS5 E
iﬁﬁrﬁﬁléﬂf;_c‘:%%of DL Y LERHN S THREBSTHWE LR, RGICHONTTINNT —RA
Y MO EBIEORMEEZEHSNTLENE L, LW0W)H ZE T, BBBEMLEZA I BEORNFIILDY £ LD,
MEDLFIRLWE L TAFEOBERSBIREY E LT,

This year, | was in charge of two Bible lectures. | thought this year would be less hectic since | did not have a job of
registration and room assignment which | had been in charge of in past couple of years, but | was asked to create and
control a Powerpoint presentation upon my arrival. My responsibility was different, but this year's Shuyoukai also
started as hectic as usual.
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The best blessing | got from Shuyoukai was to be able to focus on listening to the message. Since | was in charge of
controlling PowerPoint presentation, | could sit in front to listen to Pastor Gouya's messages. We usually have a
Hawaii Conference before Shuyoukai. There, Pastor Nakamura described Pastor Gouya's message as 'Lean, Biblical
message'. It was just as he had described. We will have a CD for you to borrow later, so you can enjoy his message,
too.
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Through his four messages, | had some new discoveries and thoughts that made me think deeply. | would like to
share one of the most heart-felt message to me. It was his message from the last day of Shuyoukai. Title was, “Do
not weep, see, the Lamb it had been slain is standing” from Revelation 5:1-14.
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Revelation records that many mysterious incidents would happen at the end times. Therefore, many people tend to
focus on what it does mean, or when it is going to happen. However, the main focus of Revelation is worship of God.
God is showing us the heavenly worship through the Apostle John. Therefore, Revelation is filled with praise of God.
If we lost sight of this and just focus on the end times and Judgment, we will loose what God really wants to
communicate to us.
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At the time when John wrote this book, it was very difficult for Christians to worship publicly. Christianity became as
national religion of Rome after A.D. 313. That means, since Jesus' time, for about 300 years, Christians had been
persecuted by the Roman Empire. People were always at risk of losing their life because of their faith. Naturally,
they could not publicly worship like we do today. If the worship was known to someone who should not know about it,
their life was in danger. Then, how did they continue to worship? They gathered in underground grave to worship
God.
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Unlike other apostles, John lived for a long time. However, it does not mean he did not face any difficulties in his life.
Revelation 1:9 says, “I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are
ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus.” In short,
because of his faith in the Lord, John had to endure the banishment to an island. Jesus spoke to John through a
vision and commanded him to write the book of Revelation. It was to encourage the fellow Christians who are
suffering because of faith so that they can wait in hope for His Second coming with faith and patience.
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In Revelation chapter 21, it describes a new heaven and a new earth, that is our eternal hope. “Then | saw a new
heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. |
saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed
for her husband. And | heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 'Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will
live with them. They will be his people and God himself will be with them and be their God. He will wipe every tear
from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed
away."”(Rev.21:1-4)
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Here it is written that God Himself will live with those who believe in Christ and He will wipe tears from their eyes. Why
do we have a need to have our tear wiped away? It's because in this world, the church (Christians) are supposed to
cry. Why do we cry? Itis because of the restoration of human relationships, restoration of our relationship with God,
and restoration of true worship, which was also the theme of this year's Shuyoukai. Broken relationship will not be
fixed naturally without any work. It will be fixed by God in three persons, and the love of Christians, who are God's
children.
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Each of us is small. We cannot bear persecution with our own strength, nor can we solve any problems. However,
we can restore the broken relationship because of the Father God who sent His Son Jesus because He loves us, and
His Son Jesus Christ, who died on the cross for our sins to redeem us, and the Holy Spirit, who lives within us believers
to strengthen us from inside. It is possible because of the power from above is at work. If we look up to the Lord with
faith, with His love He will restore not only us, but also those who are around us.
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In Acts, it is written that the disciples rejoiced because they had been counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the name
of Christ. (Acts 5:41) If we really want to live a life of not being ashamed of the Gospel (Romans 1:16), you will have
to cry. However, if we cry for Christ, our tears will surely be changed to joy, as it is written in Psalm; “Those who sow
in tears will reap with songs of joy” (Psalm 126:5) When Christ is coming again, He will wipe our tears away from our
eyes.
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Therefore, it is okay for us to cry now. Rather, we should cry. We should cry and work for our sisters and brothers in
Christ, for those who do not know the Lord yet, and also for ourselves, so that the Lord will wipe our tears away from
our eyes. That kind of lifestyle starts where we worship God with the Holy Spirit and truth. When we worship God,
our faith comes alive. When we worship God, we are transformed into the ones who agree with His will. When we
worship God, we are filled with His spirit and power.
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Believers in early church kept their worship when it was difficult to have public worship, risking their life. Their priority
was to worship God. They cried, but surely they had hope in God's kingdom and that was how they lived their life.
Since we have hope in Christ's kingdom, let us be the true believers who worship God and live to fulfill our life on this
earth



