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The Love and Hope of Christ
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Last year’s annual report (2009-2010) showed that the Church’s theme for the 2010 year (from June 2010 to May 2011)
is ‘Putting Christ’s Love into Practice.’ | would like to begin the first message of that series sometime in the middle of next
month. So for this week and next week, | would like us to study the basics of ‘Christ’s love.’
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First, what does ‘Christ’s love’ mean? Look at verse 8; “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were
still sinners, Christ died for us.” Christ’s love is God’s love. “While we were still sinners, Christ died for us” means that it
was through the death of His Son Jesus that His love was made clear to us.
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Why would Jesus die for us and love us, even though we are sinners? Why does He continue to love us sinners even
today? Is it because we live as we are supposed to? Are we incredibly merciful? Please look inside yourself. Does your
righteousness warrant Christ's death? Do you have a righteousness that looks like God’s - one that never changes?
How about mercy? Does God see the need to absolve all your sins, at no cost, because you have such incredible
compassion for others?
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Jesus died for our sins not because we are righteous or merciful, but because He received the command to do so from
His Father and obeyed. We were born with sin, helpless and destined to perish because of it. God sent His Son Jesus so
that we may be freed from the bondage of sin. Jesus’s death became the base of the love and mercy that God — the
creator of all things — has for us. God had a plan for salvation for us, which Jesus made complete through His death on
the cross. This is the ultimate display of God’s love for us.
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However, though there are many people who have knowledge of The Cross, not everyone who knows will become a
Christian and believe in God. Why is that? The reason is that it is not enough to just have some knowledge about ‘the
love of Jesus.’ The reality only sets when a person really receives Christ’s love for his/her self. This is made possible by
the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit cannot be seen with the naked eye, but because the Spirit really moves, works and helps
in our lives, we are able to personally receive the love of Christ.
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Therefore, it’s very important for a Christian to know just who the Holy Spirit is. Do you know who the Holy Spirit is? Are
you walking in the Spirit’s help daily? To know how the Spirit works, it’s important to think about whether or not you know
and believe in the love of Christ. However, just because one doesn’t believe in Jesus doesn’t mean that the Spirit is not

working in that person’s life. If you received and believe in the love of Christ, it was because the Spirit showed it to you.

You came to know the love of God not because you are smarter or better than others, but because God showed you His
love through the Holy Spirit. When you responded to the work of the Holy Spirit, you came to know God’s love at a very

personal level.
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Before | met Christ, | thought that no one loved me. | wanted to be loved, but | didn’t know what being loved felt like. |
didn’t think | was worth loving. | was always full of fear. That fear became the motive behind all of my actions, and | never
determined to actively do or pursue anything. | had no joy, no matter what | did. The only thing to do was to wait for death.
This was the kind of life | lived.
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But God would not cast me aside. God remembered me. God revealed His love for me, which was a time of immense joy.
He didn’t do it through a big miracle. Rather, He showed Himself through others who were already living a life of power
through the love of and faith in Christ. I've always been a very logical-minded person. | didn’t start my relationship with
God through a strong willingness to believe, but rather with lots of doubt. | thought believing would be scary. But God is
patient and merciful, and continued to show me the love of Christ over time. Of course | could not see the Holy Spirit with
the naked eye. But something other than my self was working. Through God’s encouragement, | was able to make the
decision to receive His love and believe in Him. That was eleven years ago; but | am still thankful for Jesus’ love and
blessings in my life today.
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Verses 3-5 write “Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces
perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope does not disappoint us, because God has
poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.” It is not normal to rejoice in the things that
cause us to suffer. But Jesus’ love is poured into our hearts, which allows us to look to the Lord and have hope in the
midst of hardships.
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Before meeting Jesus, | did not believe in hope, nor did | pursue it. Is not hope a gift from God? Whenever | didn’t have
help or a clear solution when facing hardship, | would lose hope. But in the midst of hardship, when | call out the Lord’s
name, He would lovingly fill me with hope again. That hope isn’t just a worldly, temporary consolation. It is an eternal
hope. It is the hope of heaven; though this body of flesh will eventually die, heaven will never pass away. God gives us
this eternal hope through His Son, Jesus Christ.
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Today, is your heart filled with the love of God? Have you received God’s love, made clear to us through His Son, Jesus
Christ? Jesus died on the cross to give you life, not put you down. Jesus spread His arms wide on the cross to invite you
into the love of God. As the apostle Paul said; “I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained
through the law, Christ died for nothing!" (Galatians 2:21). What are you putting your hope in? What are you living for?
Let us together put our hope in the love of God; a hope that will last forever, and never end in despair!



