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“Responding to Christ's Love”
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Last week we looked at “Christ's love and hope”. God demonstrates His love for us through the death of Christ on
the cross, and by His Spirit, he pours His love into our hearts, and by this we are given the hope of God. This love
of God becomes a reality within us when we open our hearts to Jesus and believe on Him. And this love gives us
patience and joy in the midst of all sorts of trouble. It brings us hope.
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So how many people really accept this love from God. The following is just an estimate, so you may want to
confirm the numbers yourself, but right now it is said that there are about 6.8 billion people in the world today.
Among those, approximately one third, or 2.1 billion are said to be followers of Christ. Among these are Catholics
and Protestants, many different sects. There are really many forms of belief within the single broad category of
Christianity. However you look at it, one third of the world’s population believe in the Lord Jesus, but when we
look at Japan, the case is quite different.
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The population of Japan is 130 million, and of this, 1% are said to be Christians. This is about one out of a
hundred. How do you feel when you consider this situation? Do you think that this is just someone else's
problem, and think of all the things that others are doing wrong to lead to these numbers? Or do you think about
what you can do to share Christ's love with those that don't know God. Here I have brought up Japan as an
example, but through out the world there are many that don't know Christ's love. Of the entire population, about
two thirds don't know the love of Christ. This is more than 4 billion, an enormous amount.
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So how does Jesus feel about this situation? As Jesus looks at the world, and examines those living in America
and Japan, how does He feel? Of course, we are not Christ, so we cannot answer this directly, but through the
Bible, we can get a look at the heart of Jesus. Let's look again at verse 36. “But when he saw the multitudes, he
was moved with compassion for them, because they were harassed and scattered, like sheep without a shepherd.”
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The Lord Jesus walked from town to town, teaching the people, spreading the Good News, and healing all sorts of
infirmities. And when He saw those who were weak and struggling, He felt compassion for them. In the verse
we read where it says “moved with compassion”, it means He empathized with them. In other words, Jesus saw
them oppressed from above, He saw they did not know what life was for, He saw that they had no hope in the
future, and He felt for them. The Lord Jesus did not see this as someone else's problem, He suffered Himself.
This is the heart of our Lord Jesus.
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We too, when we see someone close to us suffering, feel their pain. Don't you when you see someone you love in
pain, doesn't your heart also suffer with them? God's Son Jesus, when He saw the struggles of the multitudes and
even when He sees our struggles, He considers them His own struggles. Hebrews 4:13 says this: “For we don’t
have a high priest who can’t be touched with the feeling of our infirmities”. The Lord Jesus truly understands our
weakness and pain. This is why He has eyes that are full of mercy when He looks upon us.
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God the Father's will is that anyone who would believe in Jesus would not perish but inherit eternal life. This is
why Jesus who has the heart of God, in the same way looks at us and the whole world with salvation in His eyes.
We are called to accept this love and mercy and to pass it on to those around us. Let us reconfirm this idea today.
And let's make the heart of Jesus, our own heart, and make living in Christ's love our life’s mission.
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Recently the number of churches in Japan without a pastor, or sharing a pastor with other churches is on the rise.
This is a time when we as the body of Christ need to come together and pray about this. There should be none
that say “It's none of my business, I can't have any affect on the situation”. We really have a situation that is just
as Jesus said “the harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few”. And here we should be aware of one thing. This
was said 2000 years ago by Jesus to His disciples. In other words, 2000 years ago, the situation was the same, the
harvest was plentiful, but the workers few. This is why we may say the following: No matter what generation,
or where you look, the harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.
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Last week I touched a bit on my salvation story. Today I would like to talk a little about when I was called to the
ministry. A year and a half after I came to faith, I entered seminary (Tokyo Seisho Gakuin). Then after 4 years
of study, I became a pastor and this year last May marked my fifth year here in Tucson. I am now serving here at
JCCT, and it is surely by the grace of God that He chose me for this position. But when I started out, I did not
have any intention of becoming a pastor. Just the opposite, the position of a pastor seemed like something I would
never think about doing as my work. It wasn't really a question of what I wanted to do for my living, but rather
how I could respond to the God who loves me and lead me to salvation. So I began to pray, asking that God would
use me as a worker in the harvest fields.
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Even as I prayed this prayer, I sought to pursue something other than becoming a pastor. But through the
mysterious work of God, I was lead to become a pastor. With respect to this calling, there was no one more than
myself who was suspicious that this calling was real. Just as all of you know I have a lot of failings. IfI start to
list them, there is no end. But to such an ordinary person like me, God called me by His word. If I did not have
the promise and peace of the Word, I would have ran far away long ago. But when something comes from the
Lord, no man is able to stop it. This is not just true in my case, it is true for all who serve the Lord.
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Jesus did not say, “The harvest is great, but the workers are few. So you become a worker and go harvest”. Jesus
said “Pray to the Lord of the harvest that He would send workers.” To pray for the harvest, in one sense, is for the
person who is praying not to be working as a harvest worker. But this is not the case. When one begins to pray,
they have already begun to work in the harvest fields. The reason is that God will not send someone who has not
prayed earnestly for the harvest. Even if they are sent, someone who does not pray cannot see the harvest right
before them. It is important to remember the harvest and begin to pray. God will send the person who prays in
response to God's love, to where workers are needed.
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On December 24, 1909, Pastor Toyohiko Kagawa, went to the slums of Kobe, where many were forced to live in
awful conditions of poverty. He was called to serve the poor there at that time. At the time, he was troubled with
tuberculosis and he was told he did not have long to live. But with prayer, he decided to give what remained of his
life to God. So, he started to live right in the midst of poverty and prejudice, and began to work for the poor.
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For 14 years, from 1909 until 1923, he worked in Kobe, starting with spreading the word of the love of Christ, and
developing a labor movement, an agriculture movement, a co-op movement, and a peace movement. And he did
not stop with just Kobe, with the chance to help during the great Tokyo earthquake, his movement spread across
Japan. He was used by God until age 71, which is amazing since he was said he did not have long to live at age
21. Tt is evidenced by the fact that he was sent to where workers were needed that God was pleased with his
work.
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The Lord is speaking to you today. “The harvest is great, but the workers are few. Pray to the Lord of the
harvest that He will send workers”. It may be difficult to send Christ's love directly to those who are around you.
But how about it? But how about beginning to pray for them. If you respond to God's love this way, and begin to
pray, God will prepare you to be a man or woman of God. And He will answer your fervent prayer. Let's trust in
God. Let's look forward to seeing how He will send workers, and how He will harvest. And let's begin to pray
together.



