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“True God, Everlasting Life” 1 John 5:13-21
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We have been studying 1 John since May. We had three-week break, but let's listen to His word from the last part of
this letter. Verse 13, John wrote; “| write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may
know that you have eternal life.”
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God's will is for us to have eternal life through the Lord Jesus Christ. What is this 'eternal life'? Does it mean the
resurrection after death? Of course the resurrection is included. Then, when does this eternal life start? Is it when
we will be raised from the dead? No, it starts at the moment when we believe in the Son of God. When we believe
and accept Jesus, we are given eternal life and that's when the eternity begins. That's why John did not say '...who
believe in the name of the Son of God so that you MAY have eternal life', he did say '.....you HAVE eternal life.'
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Jesus said, “l am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies.”(John 11:25) and

he died on the cross for our sins. However, he was resurrected on the third day, so that He will triumph over the death,
our last and worst enemy. Eternal life means this resurrected Lord Jesus Christ. Eternal life is given to the heart that
believes and accepts Jesus. We are all mortal beings. However, if we have Jesus Christ in us, we can be made new
as eternal being.

LR LOFRTHELTWDLZ T, bz, MO ADOHIZ, FAEHRKEDO WO L EZRfS>TWNHNE
IMITLNY ER A, LL, EATZREZEFECLMPREMNDRH L2 5I1E, KEOWDOLITE X HILTNWHD T,
RIeBbIZZDZ L 258OTIZ, FBLAHAZENRRUITT, ZNITE-oT, EAZRATRELZEL TREZLD ) HITAX
. BB RN DR, ﬂt%@i%%b\@m:?ﬁiﬁﬁﬁ:%@& LCFaWET, LT, REbIZZEDOED N E2IK
BRI DZLENTEDLDOTT, WHLRTLEIM?HRTIIIKEOVWOLTHLEATA - FU R FE ) BIZW=EN
TWETN?

What we believe in our heart is invisible from outside. It is not clear for others if we have eternal life or not. However, if
you have firm faith in Jesus, eternal life is given to you. It is important for us to believe it without doubting. By
believing, Jesus lives within us through the Holy Spirit, He strengthens us from inside, and fills our walk full of life.
That's how we can experience His power. How about you? Do you have Jesus Christ, the eternal life, within you?
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Today is the last day for me to be a pastor of this church. There may be a chance for me to stand here to give you a
message in near future, but today is the last day to give you a message as the pastor of JCCT. As | was preparing
today's message, so many thoughts came and wentin my mind. | had so many things | wanted to say, it took way more
time than usual to finish this message. Eventually this is the message | was led to. What | want to tell all of you is
what John had said in verse 20, which is, Jesus Christ, God's Son is the true God and eternal life. “Salvation is found in
no one else,....” (Acts 4:12)
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Although verse 16 mentions 'sin that does not lead to death’, the Bible tells us that every sin leads to death. Then, why
is he talking about 'sin that does not lead to death'? It is because true God Jesus Christ carried our sins, and died on
the cross for us. We are all mortal because of our own sins. However, since Jesus was judged by God for our sake,
we are given forgiveness, not judgment, eternal life, not death. This is true salvation and hope. | truly wish that every
one of you here today will believe in Jesus and receive eternal life, and being made alive in eternal life.
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Jesus treasures each one of our lives more than anything. He cherishes our life so much that He abandoned His own
life. Until | met Him, I did not know the worth of my own life. | did not even understand how much worth other lives
are, either. That's why | was thinking that | did not deserve to live, | did not deserve to be loved, and no one would be
sad if | had died. | had no hope. However, Jesus opened His arms on the cross and showed His love with His own
life. Ever since | had known God's love, | started to see my life as something of worth because Jesus first loved me.
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Jesus said, “Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from the will of your
Father. And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. So don't be afraid; you are worth more than many
sparrows.”(Matthew 10:29-31) He said that even one sparrow will not die without permission from God. Then, how much
more does He treasure us, humans, than many sparrows? God knows even how many hairs we have on our head.
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Jesus is interested in our life. His will is to spare us from destruction and to give us eternal life. He gives eternal life to
those who believe in Him. He even protects us from enemies so that we will not be bounded by the power of this world
and die. Why did John say at the end of the letter (verse 21) “keep yourselves from idols.”? Because creating idols is
for us to be apart from Jesus, who is true God. John warned us about idols so that we can gain eternal life through
Christ, and stay in it.
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Look at verse 16; “If anyone sees his brother commit a sin that does not lead to death, he should pray and God will give
him life.” When we see someone who sin, what do we do? Do we judge him? It is natural response to seek fair
judgment when things are unjust. It is important to correct injustice. However, God does not tell us to judge those who
sin. He tells us to 'pray’. In short, God tells us to pray for guidance and help from Him so that the sinner can come
back to God and repent, and have eternal life.
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We cannot make others admit their sins in real sense. However, the Holy Spirit can. If we pour out our heart to pray
for our brothers and sisters in Christ, He will lead them to realize their sin through the Holy Spirit, guide them to real
repentance and give them life. If we easily point out someone else's sin, it usually results in confusion or chaos.
However, when the Holy Spirit works in them, It will save them from sins. We cannot fulfill our spiritual life alone. We
can keep up our faith that is given to us because of prayers and support from brothers and sisters in Christ. We need to
remember that and pray and work for one another.
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When | look back on past five years here in Tucson, | have nothing | can be proud of about my ministry. All | can
remember is how immature and weak | have been. However, our brothers and sisters of JCCT, including those who
are already in heaven and those who moved away, prayed and supported me with their love. That is why | could
continue ministering for the Lord until today.
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Five years ago, | drove from Los Angeles to here alone, with minimum possessions. | did believe that the Lord had sent
me here, but | was nervous. | had never been a pastor before, and | had never lived by myself. In addition, | knew it
would be difficult to live here in Tucson because | was not really good at English. However, God who called and sent
me here, is true God. He took care of me in everything. He had so many blessings ready for me through this JCCT
family.
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In Genesis, Jacob ran away from his brother Esau. After many years, Jacob encountered his brother with so many
possessions. Like Jacob, | have gained so many possessions in past five years. Our moving truck is loaded with
boxes. Most of the boxes we used were boxes of baby diapers. That clearly indicates that the Lord blessed us with
two sons here in Tucson. Daiki said so many times while we were in California for Shuyoukai, “Are we going home to
Tucson today?” For them, Tucson is their home town.
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At JCCT, | worked as a pastor for the first time. We had our newly-wed days here in Tucson. With your prayers and
support, | was ordained as a pastor here, too. | also received a green card here. More than anything, it is my lifetime
treasure that | could worship, pray, minister, and study the Bible with you all.
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Please, please keep your eyes on Jesus. He is never-changing, true God, and eternal life. If we trust and hope in
Him, we will never be disappointed. Jesus surely will welcome us to new heaven and new earth. | trust that | can see
you all there, and | will keep you in my prayers. Please pray for our family as well, so that we can serve our God with all
our heart. Prayer is so powerful. Thank you very much for this past five years.
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Lastly, | would like to share the Bible verse God placed in my heart now; Psalm 103:1-5 “Praise the Lord, O my soul; all
my inmost being, praise his holy name. Praise the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits- who forgives all your
sins and heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from the pit and crowns you with love and compassion, who
satisfies your desires with good things so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's.”



