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You Were Called by God
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Today we enter a new message series. The theme is “Practicing the Love of Christ.” God has a vision for each of us; that
we would live in the love of Jesus Christ. God desires that we receive Christ’s love and live from that love. God calls us
to Himself for this purpose. Let’s look at verse 13 again; “You, my brothers, were called to be free. Do not use your
freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love.”
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To love, and to be loved, is not something that’s forced; nor should a loving relationship be constricting. Perhaps more
than anything, ‘freedom’ is what makes a loving relationship. God did a very great thing to release us from the power of
sin and the devil, giving us freedom to live as children of God. God gave up His own Son to die for us on the cross. Jesus
was put up on a tree and died to pay for our sins, because we could never do it ourselves. Through His incredible
sacrifice, we have a solution to the problem of sin and death. Receiving this salvation doesn’t depend on human action,
but just by believing in Christ we are made righteous by God.
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Why did God go so far as to offer His own Son to free us from the bondage of sin and the devil? He did this so that as His
children we may serve each other in love. In other words, we never knew what love was; but through experiencing
Christ’s love we may know it. God called us to freedom so that we may live with, in, and through that love. God
commands us to serve each other and the Church he has given us, for it is written “serve one another in love.”
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Let's look at Matthew 5:13-16. “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty
again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men. You are the light of the world. A
city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and
it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good
deeds and praise your Father in heaven.”
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Here Jesus calls us “salt of the earth” and “light of the world.” We are called on this earth to be ‘salt’ and ‘light.” What is
‘salt’ used for? Mostly it is used for cooking. We almost always use salt to put flavor in our food. Salt is very important in
this way. So what happens if salt loses its saltiness? It completely loses its value. Even if you season your food with this
kind of salt, it doesn’t change the flavor, and so is useless. Naturally, it would be thrown in the trash. Salt is used
precisely because it is ‘salty’.
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What is ‘light'? The other day, the light bulb in our closet suddenly went out. Of course, no one can expect any sort of
warning telling you that a light bulb is about to go out. But if a light bulb, which purpose is to give light, suddenly stops
giving light, what happens? A light bulb only has meaning because it illuminates dark areas. If it can’t do that, then it is
completely useless.
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Jesus called us the “salt of the earth” and “light of the world.” Just as salt has a very special role regarding food, we also
have a role in regards to other human beings. And just as light exists to illuminate the darkness, we are also here to bring
light to the lives of others. God calls us to Himself so that we may be useful in this way. We are here to tell others about
God. For us, salvation through faith is just the beginning, not the end. God calls us so that we may receive salvation for
the glory of God, to live in the love of Christ, and to spread that love to others.
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Matthew 5:16 says “In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise
your Father in heaven.” | want to stress the part “...that they may see your good deeds....” Through good deeds we
show that we are the salt of the earth, the light of the world. In other words, it is our hope that when others see our good
deeds, they will come to know the existence of God and worship Him. Faith is should be a real part of our daily lives. It
should be put into practice through our good deeds. Through action, faith becomes real and tangible.
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What are ‘good deeds’? How do we define ‘good deeds’? Let’s look at Galatians 5, the latter part of verse 13 again. “But
do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love.” When we do good deeds, we can
and should do it with love. ‘Love’ should be the motivation, the source, and the final goal of our good deeds.
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Two weeks ago, missionaries Kevin and Nozomi West visited our church. Kevin gave a sermon about how Paul reacted
to and interacted with those who had different religions. When Paul saw the idol worshipping of other religions, he was
greatly disturbed. | believe we can all easily understand his feelings. But afterwards, Paul did not simply act from his
feelings of anger, but instead held discussions and civil debates with the people. On that day, the scripture that we
studied — Acts 17:16-17 — did not have the specific words ‘love’ or ‘service’. However, through Paul’s actions, we can see
that he truly was filled with and living in the love of Christ. He did not depend on his own efforts, but through Christ’s love
he received people of other religions and served them with passion and patience.
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We were all called by God to serve each other in love. We received the love of Christ and are alive in His love to be the
salt of the earth and the light of the world. If we try to do ‘good deeds’ only on our own strength, we will get burned out.
The reason is that serving out of love actually goes against an instinct that we have had since birth. When we were born,
our first need was not necessarily to love, but to be loved; not to serve, but to be served. If we try to love and serve only
on our own efforts, in the end we won’t be doing it for others, but rather for ourselves.
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So how do we really serve each other in love? The answer is to have Christ — the One who died for us — live in us. When
you open your heart to Jesus, He will lead you. In other words, if you live in faith, Jesus Christ will live in you. In this way
you won't be putting yourself at the center of the world. When you put Jesus in the center, you will be free from
selfishness, and be filled with the Spirit of Christ. Romans 8:6 writes “The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind
controlled by the Spirit is life and peace.” If you desire to be led by the Spirit of Christ, the Spirit will indeed lead you and
help you to serve in love.
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God has called us. So that we may live a life according to that calling, God has given us everything that we need. If you
answer God’s calling, you have no need to worry about your shortcomings or be afraid of failure. If you have faith in God,
God will take control of what needs to be done. He will also work to bring good out of all things (Romans 8:28). Let us
firmly believe in the Word of God and respond to His call. Let us daily strive to serve one another in love and show others
our good deeds so that they may come to know and worship the Lord. Let us also continue to pray for the help and
guidance of the Holy Spirit so that we may be able to do this.



