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“Practicing Love towards the Family of Believers”
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Last week's message was titled "You were called by God' (Galatians 5:13-14) as we looked at how God leads us to His
salvation so that we can live in love for Christ. Living in love for Christ means to be filled with His love and serve our
neighbors through His love. Then, who are our neighbors? Whom should we serve, or practice Christ's love to?
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Today we're going to look at 'Practicing Love towards the Family of Believers'. Let's look at today's text again; “A new
command | give you: Love one another. As | have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know
that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
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Jesus commanded His disciples to 'love one another' as a new commandment. Why did He give such a command?
The answer is easy. It's because Jesus Himself is the man of love. Just as it is written 'as | have loved you', Jesus
Himself came to live in this world so that He can reveal God's love to us. Therefore, He desires us to serve one
another, who believe in God, through His love.
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Another reason is this; If the believers have such love among one another, all people will see that they are the disciples
of Jesus through their love. When people love one another, it benefits not only those who love one another but also it
teaches what love really is to others. Jesus told His disciples that 'If you love one another, all men will know that you
are my disciples'. People see Christ's love (God's love) in the way the disciples love one another. That's the reason
why Jesus desired His disciples to receive His love from Him, and love one another through His love.
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When Jesus said 'you', it directly means His twelve disciples. However, it also means all of us Christians. 'You'
includes us. The word 'disciples' implies strongly the relationship is more like 'companion’, however, Jesus calls us to
the relationship that's more than the companionship. He calls us to the relationship of the family. We are called to be
the family in faith, that is beyond the general concept of companion. We are added by faith to God's family, whose
Father is God in heaven and the first-born Son as Jesus Christ. Therefore, He commands us to live the life together
and to build the relationship of love among us which shares joy and sorrow.
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Apostle Paul wrote in Galatians 6:10 “Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those
who belong to the family of believers.” By adding the word 'especially’, He emphasized how important the family of
believers is. Since we are the family, we are also brothers and sisters. That's why we serve one another with love.
We carry each other's burdens and pray for one another. Thus we build the relationship of love. This is the mission
and privilege given from God to all Christians.
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Do you know how wonderful this family of believers is? Are you utilizing the privilege? Are sisters and brothers of
JCCT (or of other churches) your family of believers? This mission and privilege given by the Lord has no meaning
unless we practice it. Our relationship as a family is deepened by practicing His love. To practice His love, having a
faith is more important than anything else. The faith works and becomes alive when we hear God's word and try to
obey it. Therefore, we first need to realize that we're the family of believers. Then we should accept His mission,
which is to serve one another, and practice it whenever the opportunity arises.
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It is never easy to love. We often feel it is difficult to love even ourselves. The Bible teaches us to 'love your neighbor
as yourself' (Mark 12:31). To love our neighbors, we need to know how to love ourselves. | believe that we can show
His love to others without expecting anything back from them by loving ourselves. Then, how can we rightly love
ourselves? To do so, we need to understand our identity.
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Do you know who you are? There are so many people in this world who are suffering because they do not know the
answer to this question. Some of them commit suicide because of the lack of the answer. What does God say to us?
He tells us “I love you, and you are my child because of your faith in Me.” By faith, we are made to be children of God,
who created the heavens and the earth. God is our 'Father'. If we firmly understand and accept this, we can have a
correct identity of ourselves. When we know that we're children of God, we take a good care of ourselves. When we
take a good care of ourselves, we can have a heart for others to treat them in the same way, and it becomes possible for
us to reveal His love through our actions.
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When [ think of practicing His love, | tend to become legalistic. It means that | try to do it with my own strength and think
that | 'have to' love others. However, when | feel like loving others is the duty, there's no way | can practice true love to
others. The more | try to show the love, the more | realize that | do not have the love within myself and | would be
disappointed. However, in those times merciful God leads me to look upon Jesus' cross. When my eyes are focused
on within myself where there's no love, He guides my focus to Christ's unconditional love.
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Then, His love sets me free. | recover my identity as a child of God, the fact that | was made as His child by His mercy.
Joy starts to fill my heart and | no longer think 'l have to love' but | am led to have a positive desire to love and serve
others. | believe this is the power of Christ's love. Only by filled with His love, we can love others just as He loved us.
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There are many people in the family of believers. Some are babies, and others are elders. We have men and women.
We all have different personalities. Our church is also unique because two cultures and languages coexist. The more
differences we have, the more difficult to love one another sometimes. However | believe because of the diversity, the
church is truly a family of God. If the family of God is limited to certain people, it is hard to say that that's the house of

God, who created the world and universe. God made this diverse church as His own family, and desires us to love one
another.
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Last Sunday was our first Sunday after our vacation. | was watching how our son Daiki reacted to people here as he
had not seen them for two weeks. | could see he was totally thrilled to see all of you. It was just two weeks of
absence, but | could tell he was more excited than usual. When | saw his excitement, it reminded me that the sisters
and brothers here at JCCT are truly his family. He has big brothers and sisters, uncles and aunts, and grandmas and
grandpas. That's the church for him, and his family. | am not sure how much he understands that but there are so
many thing we can learn from small children, as Jesus taught us. | myself was reminded how wonderful it is to have a
family of believers through the reaction of Daiki towards you all.
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There are many problems and issues in our earthly families. In the same way, the family of believers going through a
lot of issues. We share not only joyful times but also sorrow and pain. Sometimes it is hard to accept our differences.
However, as a member of the family who has the same Father and the same first-born Son, there's nothing we cannot
overcome if we look up to God the Father and His Son, Jesus, with our faith. Father God will unite us as one family by
His love, through the Lord Jesus.
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Do you know who you really are? Who are those people gathered here for you? Jesus commands to all who listen
and obey; “As | have loved you, so you must love one another.” Just as Jesus had said 'as | have loved you', we need
to be reminded that His love is poured within us. Let us work together to practice the love towards the family of
believers by filled and encouraged by His love.



