2010.8.29 Tucson [ _CTO AT B EDFEEE) 17 &7 1 Timothy 2:4—6
“Putting into practice our love toward others”

T, BBt MEMOFRICKTHEDOFEK] EWVWIHIBET, MOFELEINTEFTEDRAEWVIZELE Y Z D RY)
SEEHBICFVORFELE, FATRE, FUVRMNDOEBEMSTEEHELZLNRAEVOR TEOREZITH)> ZLIZL T, D
BREEE LT 2 L2BATEBONADTY, Tk, BB EMNORECH L TETELZ REIE, ZNTRWVLWD
TLE O 2MEEIR BB ZO L IICBEMOFEREZT E BB T I L E2LEATEONDDOTL L I N245 I
. MEERGEIMOFHEUNAD NIZXE LT, MEE-oTEoNDDOnE Rz & BunET,

Last week our message was titled “Practicing Love towards the Family of Believers”. We learned how important it is to
love our brothers and sisters in Christ. The Lord Jesus wants us to build up our relationships of love, by working out our
love toward each other who already know Christ's love. But if we only show love to our brothers and sisters in Christ, is
that good enough? Does God just desire us to spend time with only our church family? Today | want to spend time
looking at what God has to say about how we should treat those still outside the faith.
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Verse 4 of today’s passage says this: “[God] who desires all people to be saved and come to full knowledge of the truth.”
And in verse 6: “[Christ] who gave himself as a ransom for all’. Here the phrase “all” is used twice. God wants all
people to be saved, He desires that all become a part of the family of God. And to bring this about, Jesus gave His life
as a ransom for all, by offering Himself up upon the cross.
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Here where we see the phrase “all”, this is referring not only to the people we have already met, but also to the ones we
will meet in the future. To put it another way, those we have already met may also be expressed as those people we
already know. Here of course our Christian family is included. We should think of our family, our acquaintances, our
friends, our co-workers, and anyone we have interaction with is in this group. God desires all of these people we know
to come to salvation, and he commands us to show them His love toward them. How about in your case? Do all the
people you know the love of Christ? God has sent you to the place you are at in order that those around you may know
His love through you.
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Now let's consider those we haven't yet met. These are those that we think we don't know. Those that we think we
don't have any business knowing. God commands us to take His love to them by doing good toward them. When we
think it over again, we were all once strangers toward one another. It has been more than 4 years since | came to
Tucson, and until | came here | didn't know you, and you didn't know me either. And amongst yourselves, you can say
the same thing. Whether you have known each other a long time or not, the fact that we went from not knowing each
other to knowing each other is because God brought us together.
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Until | was married and had children, | never had anyone | didn't know try and talk to me in the grocery store. But since
| had Daiki, whenever | go out somewhere, there will always be one or two people say something to me. When | think
about it, | am not really good at being social, but through this experience, my attitude and way of interacting with others is
changing. Even if we only meet someone once in our life, God teaches us to make each meeting count.
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We never know when or where God is going to introduce us to someone new. There really is no limit to it. What sets
the limit is really depends a lot on the condition of our heart. If we have the idea that “because | don't know them, it is
none of my business”, and our heart is closed, then there certainly will not be a new relationship started. Of course
there is also no way that love will be able to develop either. But when we are thankful for each new relationship, and
accept it with an open heart, then through these new relationships members will become new friends added to God's
family.
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In chapter 10 verse 25 to 37 of Luke, there is a passage about how to love your neighbor. There we find an expert of
the law asking Jesus, “who is my neighbor” v. 29. In response, Jesus tells the story of the good Samaritan. Through
this parable, Jesus shows that it is not as important to ask “who is my neighbor” as it is to think “who can | be a neighbor
to”. Who can you show love to by becoming that persons neighbor is what is important.
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| think when we decide who is our neighbor, and love those people, then it is easy to think that we are living a life of love.
But Jesus is saying we need to ask who our neighbor is, and are we loving them as we should, and from there begin to
look at whose neighbor we can become, and to who are we being sent to by God. It is important to love those we
already know. But, at the same time we should be passionately asking God about who we should be reaching out to.
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As | was thinking about this in my mind, at the Starbucks where | always go, a person that looked like they may be
Japanese sat near to me. It was like God had planned the perfect timing to give me a chance to become someone’s
neighbor. At first | didn't know whether to try and talk to him or not, but | thought this might be a chance from the Lord,
so | said a little prayer and tried to talk to him. And when | did, he was very friendly and replied to me in Japanese.
For a little while we talked, and then we exchanged numbers, and promised to get together sometime again. At that
moment, | felt such a great peace and joy from the Lord. Becoming someone’s neighbor is really almost always a
challenge. But while we consider this challenge, those that walk according to God's word, to those God will use by His
power.
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The Lord Jesus also said the following “inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have
done it unto me.” (Matt. 25:40). Jesus is saying when we feed those who are hungry, and give a drink to the thirsty,
provide shelter for the traveler, clothe the naked, look after the sick, visit those in prison, then we are doing these things
toward Jesus, as He explains in a parable (25:31-40). This is also another challenging word from the Lord. Just now |
spoke about how | tried to witness for Christ to the person who sat near me, but the Lord also says look for Me (Jesus) in
the lowliest of people and through love do good deeds toward them.
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The founder of the Methodist Church, John Wesley said “the world is my parish”, and he felt called to preach the gospel
to the ends of the earth. And isn't this really God's original idea all along from the beginning? When we hear “practice
love toward all people”, we think about what an overwhelming number of people that is, and then think that this is not our
calling. But what the Lord desires of us is not for us to try and take on more than we can handle. No, it is just to wait
on the Lord, and make the most of every opportunity He gives us, and to just keeping practicing love.
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Today in which direction is your heart inclined toward? God says the eyes of your heart should look outward toward
your Christian brothers and sisters and toward everyone else besides. And then to take the love of Christ as you have
received it, and do good toward your fellow man. So what is stopping you? Let's stand once again in the calling to live
in love. And daily receiving the help and encouragement of the Spirit, become the salt and light of the world. May we
richly produce the fruits of love with and among one another.



