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“Love your Enemies”
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So far we'’ve learned from the Word about the importance of loving one another as a family in faith, and the importance
of practicing love towards other people. Today’s message is a continuation of these ideas. Today’s text talks about “your
enemies, those who hate you, those who curse you, and those who mistreat you.” Do these kinds of people fit best under
the category of ‘family of faith’ or ‘all people’? Of course, within a family of faith, we would hope that those kinds of
people don’t exist. However, in reality no one can say there is no such thing as that kind of person.
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What does God tell us to do to our enemies, to those who hate, curse, or mistreat us? Does He tell us to ignore them,
disassociate ourselves from them and avoid them as much as possible? Should we take revenge? Jesus tells us the
answer; “Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat

”

you.
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God does not tell us to only love those who treat us well. Rather, God tells us to show love to those who don’t. Over
many years of history, many Christians have endured different kinds of persecution. Within that persecution, many
Christians died and became martyrs. Some of those martyrs include an ltalian woman named Sophia and her three
daughters. The time is 120~130AD, when Hadrianus ruled the Roman Empire. Hadrianus persecuted Christians and
created many martyrs. The Emperor persecuted Sophia and her daughters and tried for three months to convince them
to throw away their faith. However, their faith was too strong, and continued to grow stronger under persecution.
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The Emperor eventually sent them to death. He tortured and killed the daughters in front of their mother Sophia, starting
with the eldest (7 .+ 5 % : Faith) , followed by (A-X—=2 : Holy) , then the youngest, (%7 U % % : Love) . Sophia
was praying and waiting for her death the whole time. But knowing this, the Emperor did not kill her, and instead gave
her the remains of her daughters and let her go. What an unimaginably cruel act! But two months later, after enduring the
Emperor’s cruelty, Sophia was called to heaven and joined the Lord.
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Our mentors of faith hoped in the Kingdom of the Lord with all their hearts. During persecution, instead of throwing away
their faith, they thought it better to sacrifice their own lives, and therefore quietly endured the persecution. But the
thinking wasn'’t just ‘so long as | get to heaven,’ but also in hopes of showing the love and power of Christ to those who
persecute them. There were martyrs who had no way to defend themselves against persecution, even if they wanted to.
But there were also martyrs who could defend themselves, but chose not to. But whatever the approach, these people
did not seek the path of self-preservation, but sought to demonstrate the love and power of Jesus Christ.

- BIAEEN N SICHROMEL > BIZELTVWETOT, 2O HAEETSH LW Z &30 N2 & T,

H 2B, ECTIERLEEZITWIEL RDIONPEHLORE TRV TLE I N2BSEDA I HEITITD AN E,
HBERETLIHEICIEEO R 5MEE5E2 Lo TR LIELS 2D, TR TEZHEOBEENPEDOEFHNDLIEOINE TIER2WVWTL X 9
2. LU, ZARFTEHETEA T AT T TC, FAEBICHEzE L, EE2ITWV, SUEL, T2 L2 bbb o
TY, ZOZEITREBIZE > TRELTHRERZETLE I D?

All of us were born with sin, which makes it extremely difficult to “love our enemies”. Is it not completely natural to wish
evil, not good, upon those who have wronged us? We naturally want to return curse for curse, mistreatment for
mistreatment; this is how we were since birth. But Jesus knew this about us, so He tells us to love our enemies, do good,
bless, and pray. Is this really possible for people like us?
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So what can make it possible for us to do this? It's hard for us to find a reason to love the other person, | think, and it will
continue to be difficult so long as we don’t find it. So where do we find the reason to love that person? That answer
comes not from the other person, but from Jesus Christ Himself. In other words, Christ loved us, did good to us, blessed
us, and prayed for us. It is in Christ that we find the reason to love our enemies.
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The apostle Paul wrote a letter to Philemon, which is in the New Testament. In that letter, Paul asks him to receive
Onesimus, a person who used to steal from Philemon. Common sense at the time dictated that any slave that stole from
his master should be punished severely. But somehow, Onesimus met Paul and was led to have faith in the Lord. Paul
pleaded with Philemon that he show his former slave forgiveness, and receive him not as a slave, but as a brother under
the same Lord, Jesus Christ.
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To Philemon, Onesimus was an traitor and an enemy. Even if Onesimus converted, and no matter how much he had
changed, it was certainly still very difficult for Philemon to show unconditional forgiveness. Paul became a mediator
between the two, trying to restore their relationship between each other through God’s love and peace. The letter doesn’t
say anything about how Philemon reacted to this request. In fact, we have no idea what Philemon did afterwards. But
Paul isn’t simply asking Philemon to find a reason to forgive Onesimus. He asks Philemon to forgive Onesimus for his
own (Paul’s) sake. This is a very important point that | want to focus on.
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In the same way, Jesus asks us to forgive and love our enemies for His own name’s sake. Why would Jesus ask such a
thing? The reason is that Jesus gave Himself up as payment for the forgiveness of all people — wanting everyone to
know the love of God, to repent and have faith, and to be saved. Therefore, we are to unconditionally love, do good to,
bless, and pray for our enemies, as Jesus commanded us to do.
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We cannot, based on ours or the other person’s qualities, find a reason to forgive our enemies. In the same way, God
does not find any reason in us to love, do good to, bless or pray for us. Who in this world has not acted as an enemy of
God? Who in this world has never regarded God'’s actions as ‘unfair’ or ‘unsatisfactory’? Who has not turned away from
God’s power and followed his own thoughts and actions, putting himself before others? But because God Himself is the
very essence of love, He still loves us with an unfathomable love.
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God loves us unconditionally. Therefore, when our eyes are opened to that love, we can receive it. When Jesus chose to
die on the cross for us, was everyone loving and supporting Him? No; most people were enemies to Him. They hated
Him, cursed Him, and treated Him badly. Even still, Jesus prayed to God for their forgiveness, and just as it was written,
threw away His life as reparation for the sins of all people.
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We must love our enemies, because God is constantly pouring out His love to us. We are to do good things to those who
mistreat us, because God blesses us on our own journeys. As heirs of God and as people transformed by grace, we are
to show grace to those who curse us. Just as Jesus prayed for us at all times, we must also pray for those who mistreat
us. Jesus Himself is the reason for us to love our enemies, and it is He that helps us to live our lives that way.

FI=BIZESICHR T NS &, T CIZEOABGEZRTLENET, £ LT, ZOANOHEKEITEIZ SV, £
DNEEDLTRVPEREDLIICEZTLENET, L, =ARYVOEREIZIZZ DOENINTWET, TR HOKM
XM RT A2 b O TR, M, 1. ZOBRLAOMAOXIE-L, £/, RICWDHIHLALADEEICHTDHH
DTT| , ZZTWH ] EIZRZHABOZ LT, LR ZOHTEHRIHFIIATIEIH Y FHA, FATHO
AYOIL, FHE. S, ZOBLAOMRAOXEEL, FLRICWVWDEIHLEAHLADOEE SF 0, EELOTT,

When we encounter an ‘enemy,’” we can only see that person as we see him. We then doubt that person’s character and
actions. Soon, we start to think how bad and devilish that person is. However, Ephesians 6:12 writes “For our struggle is
not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.” This ‘flesh and blood’ refers to all of us: human beings. Our
enemy is not another human being. Our real enemies are the authorities and powers of the dark world and the evil spirits
of the heavenly realms; in other words, the devil.
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We must not look at those who treat us wrong, curse us, and hate us as enemies. Rather, it is the devil, who works
behind the scenes, that is our enemy and we must resist. We cannot win against the devil on our own strength. But
Jesus completely overcame the devil's temptations and conquered him through His own death and resurrection. With
Jesus as our Lord, if we walk with Him, then through Him we can stand up against the devil. Let us believe in the Lord
and walk with Him. By doing that, let us love one another and spread peace between each other. The Lord, the God of
love, works through us to bring about love in truth and fullness.



