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“Do to Others What You Would Have Them to Do to You”
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Last week's message was titled “Love Your Enemies”. We have to practice love not only for those who are amicable,
but also for those whom we do not get along well. That's what Jesus is teaching us. It is a big challenge for anyone to
love someone whom we consider as our enemies. However, when we find the reason to love not within themselves,
but in Jesus' love, we can start to love even our enemies.
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Our message today continues with a theme of “Practicing Christ's Love”. What is the most important commandment in
the Bible? It is to “love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind” (Matthew
22:37) and to “love your neighbor as yourself.” (Matthew 22:39). Jesus also had said, “All the Law and the Prophets
hang on these two commandments.” (Matthew 22:40)
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In today's scripture Jesus said it in the same way: “....do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up
the Law and the Prophets” For believers the most important thing is to love God. However, loving our neighbor as
ourselves and do to others what we would have them to do to us is just as important as well.
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A famous Jewish scholar in B.C. 100 had said, “Do not do what you hate to your neighbor. This is the most important
part of the Law and everything else is just annotation.” | agree that this is very important. However, to obey 'not to
do..." does not result in loving relationship, although it helps not to cause any troubles among the neighbors. Thus,
Jesus changed this scholar's negative aspect of the statement into something positive, by saying that we should build
the loving relationship by doing to others what we would have them to do to us.
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Two weeks ago | touched a little bit on the story of 'Good Samaritan'. | believe that this Good Samaritan did what he
wanted someone else to do to him when he himself was in trouble in the same way. He found a man who was attacked
and robbed, and was left on the street to die. He cared for this man's wounds, took him to the inn and paid for his stay
and care. This is a parable, but what Jesus wanted to tell us through this story is to 'do to others what you would have
them to do to you'.
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We all have the desire to be loved. And each of us receives the love in different ways. What is the most effective way
for you to feel loved? As many of you have already know, there's a book called “The Five Love Language” This is the
book written about how to communicate love between a husband and a wife. They say that there are five ways to
communicate love---Words of Affirmation, Quality Time, Receiving Gifts, Acts of Service and Physical Touch.
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What is the best way to communicate the love for you? Do you feel loved when you receive kind, encouraging, and
positive words? Do you feel loved when you are given a lot of attention and spend time together by talking, doing some
activities together? How do you like to receive a gift? Do you feel loved when someone did something for you? Do
you feel loved through physical closeness, such as holding hands, hugging, or kissing?
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There is a test that you can take to find out which is your love language. According to the test, my love language was
“Words of Affirmation”, and the second was “Quality Time” and “Physical Touch”. My wife Noriko had totally different
results. | believe the difference comes from our own personalities and how we were raised. In any case, to do to
others what we would have them do to us, it helps a lot to know what we want others to do to us. When we try to
practice the love, it also helps to know how others receive the love.
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When do we need to feel loved the most? | believe that's when we feel alone, fail on something, or experience pain or
suffering. When we go through our trials, we realize our weaknesses. That's when we need the love more than usual.
How does God's love delivered to the people? His love comes from the Holy Spirit, but specifically, it is delivered
through us. God uses us believers to reveal His love to people.
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Is there anyone around you who might need love more than ever? ltis hard to call for help or realize our own weakness
when our pride is preventing us from reaching out. Even when we realize the need, we usually are careful not to be a
trouble to others or not to hurt the person. In that sense, it is a challenge for us to love or to receive the love.
However, as we look up to Jesus in the midst of the challenge, our relationship of love and peace will be built.
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Tsuneyuki Nakajima is the famous Japanese pro golfer. He is also one of those who experienced God's love through
trials. Although he has such a great career record as a pro golfer, his career plummeted down since 1990s and he
experienced his career low for 7 years after winning the championship in 1995. In midst of the trial, he felt alone, and
realized that all victories and fame he achieved in the past were something that won't last forever, and they were no help
when he was in trial. That was the time he started his journey to find his true treasure that would support him anytime.
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His wife, Ritsuko, is a Christian who was baptized when she was in high school. With her support and prayer, Nakajima
discovered God. In midst of his suffering, conflict between his family, and career low, he finally got to know God, who is
beyond human abilities, and who can carry the burden that is too heavy for him. “l will not leave you as
orphans...”(John 14:18) This Word jumped into his heart during his very important championship where he was trying for
the victory after 7 years. Truly God is with us in midst of trials and supports us with His own love.
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It is important to learn different methods to love our neighbor. However, it is more important to have a desire to love our
neighbor. Jesus wants us to do to others what we want others to do to us. Others do not know what you want them to
do to you. You are the only one who knows. God tells us to follow the heart, and practice the love. Romans 13:10
says, “Love does no harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfilment of the law.” Acts of love, that stems from
pure desire never hurt others.
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Are you doing to others what you would have them to do to you? Is there anyone who are doing to others what you
would not want others to do to you? We are naturally sinners. Therefore, if we try to live with our own desires, we will
go toward evil actions. However, when we look up to the cross of Jesus with our faith, His blood will free us from the
power of sin and helps us to do good deeds.

FA AR HDEOIZ B D @b\@%%?"f%ﬂt I, A BbIMOEE B A DT2DTT, £ = A TIEFRIX
HHEHEAND, %Lt%@ctﬁ ZHODREDD ruifﬁbiyz%iﬁwiﬁ/ufbto e, B bodE%E
FTOHIZADI ZLITE - T, 35%%ﬂ%f£b\j§7b>aﬁ)\k LTEHZAONTFE 272D TYT, EIZZDOXLIITLTEADONK
FEpoT, %Lf:%@ﬁb@a:*ﬁﬂ%&%%éci%%%cffTéb\i L7z, ZOFOEWEHODZIZ, bl
XTI, DONAPRENTWNDLEDTYT, ZObbNAEZIT TnHEL LT, bt blicbbArzRd
HERAITIEDY THEALD, RATHOEIL, %AT:%ODSEES'?JK&T%@%LTT%S 5H5TT, WOLFTELDOHIZA
ST, AAEbOREEZEZ, UEOFEENC IS8 TT, ZOFICAELIZEEEEZBEME TV ZEE L
I, FL T, ZOHOHFEIZHE ST, BHIKLTHHWEWT LIk, o Al %%@io T D2BHEWERLET
WhEEEL X9,

Jesus died for us so that we will understand God's love. Jesus was sinless so He did not have to suffer from His own
sin, just as we do with our own sins. However, by carrying the burden of our sins, He was counted as a sinner, although
He was innocent. He became a representative of sinners and faced God's judgment for us. Because of His sacrifice,
we are given mercy, not judgment. Since we accept His mercy, let us be the one to reveal His mercy to others. Our
Lord understands our weaknesses and faults. He always thinks of our best and leads us to His blessing. Let us put
our complete trust in Him. My prayer for us is to follow His word and do to others what we would have them to do to us.



