2010.9.26 Tucson & L7e &y “Forgive” z 1A Colossians 3 : 12— 14
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Last week, we studied on the theme “Do not judge”. We cannot love our neighbor when we are judging them. A
judgmental heart makes it difficult to practice love. This is why it is important to always be humble before God. And so
that you do not become proud and judgmental, it is important to pray for yourself and for your brothers and sisters. God
gives us the Spirit of Christ to live within us, so the He can help us. Let us think on this, and show one another our
hearts.
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Today | would like to continue on the theme of “Practicing the love of Christ”. When we practice love, there are a
number of important things we need. One of these important things is a “forgiving heart’. When we judge someone
and we have an unforgiving heart toward that person, we cannot love that person. So if there is someone you have not
taken the time to forgive, begin by forgiving that person. None of us are perfect, so there are always the times when
misunderstandings will arise between us. This is what | mean by saying that as we practice love, forgiveness is a
necessity.
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When we speak about forgiveness, we must remember what happened this year on June 2. It is being called the
“misjudgment of the century”. There are many here who may know this story already, but during a major league
baseball game between the Tigers and the Indians, the Tigers pitcher Armando Galarraga had pitched a perfect game
up until the ninth inning, with two outs. There was only one batter left.
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The last batter hit an infield grounder, and just as the perfect game was almost complete, the umpire called the runner
safe, and the perfect game disappeared. The first base umpire Jim Joyce, called it safe, but afterward, looking at the
replay video, he realized he made a mistake. Then he went immediately to the pitcher Galarraga and said “I'm sorry. |
stole your record game”. He apologized with tears in his eyes. In response, Galarraga said, “a misjudgment is part of
the game, nobody is perfect”, and he accepted his apology.
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These photos are from the next game, when in the midst of a storm of booing fans, Galarraga felt bad for Joyce, and in
replacement of the manager, walked out and shook the umpires hand as a sign of reconciliation.
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When we hold on to a grudge in our heart, this binds us up, and disables us, and leads us to an unhappy result. For
Galarraga it was very hard to lose his record game. More than anyone else, he was surely the one who regretted this
ending. Butinstead of holding a grudge and cursing, he chose to forgive. By this he became known around the world
as a great man. People now see him not only as a great player, but as a great individual. Forgiveness does not only
free the one forgiven, but it frees the one who is forgiving as well, and brings peace. And this example starts to change
those around him.
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Peter asked Jesus the following question one time. Open to Matthew 18:21-22. “Then came Peter to him, and said,
Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and | forgive him? till seven times? Jesus saith unto him, | say not unto
thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven.” Seventy times seven is how many times? 490 times. Jesus
is not saying to only forgive 490 times here, he is saying to keep on forgiving without limit. To the one being forgiven
this is really a blessing, but what about the one who is forgiving? It is certainly a difficult and big challenge. When we
forgive someone 7 times, we really think we are a generous person. But the Lord Jesus says “70 times 7”.
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After the Lord finished saying this, He gave a parable. Matthew 18:23-35 “Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened
unto a certain king, which would take account of his servants. And when he had begun to reckon, one was brought
unto him, which owed him ten thousand talents. But forasmuch as he had not to pay, his lord commanded him to be
sold, and his wife, and children, and all that he had, and payment to be made. The servant therefore fell down, and
worshipped him, saying, Lord, have patience with me, and | will pay thee all. Then the lord of that servant was moved
with compassion, and loosed him, and forgave him the debt. But the same servant went out, and found one of his
fellowservants, which owed him an hundred pence: and he laid hands on him, and took him by the throat, saying, Pay
me that thou owest. And his fellowservant fell down at his feet, and besought him, saying, Have patience with me, and |
will pay thee all. And he would not: but went and cast him into prison, till he should pay the debt. So when his
fellowservants saw what was done, they were very sorry, and came and told unto their lord all that was done. Then his
lord, after that he had called him, said unto him, O thou wicked servant, | forgave thee all that debt, because thou
desiredst me: Shouldest not thou also have had compassion on thy fellowservant, even as | had pity on thee? And
his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors, till he should pay all that was due unto him. So likewise shall
my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their trespasses.”
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When we look at this parable, who do we see ourselves as? Are we the king who forgave the debt? Are we the
servant who had his debt forgiven? The Lord Jesus is comparing us to the one who had his debt forgiven by the king.
And He is saying that because we have been forgiven by the king, we should forgive those around us. In other words
the reason we must forgive is not because someone apologizes, but because we have been forgiven so much by God.
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Here | want to focus on the amount of money that was forgiven. The amount the king forgave was 10,000 talents. But
the amount that the forgiven man would not forgive of his debtor is 100 denarii. 1 denarii is about one days wages, so
100 denarii is quite a large sum. So how many times 100 denarii is 10,000 talents? 600,000 times. Not 60 times. It
was this large sum that the king forgave. But the forgiven servant did not forgive. Why? Why did he not give mercy
the way he had received it from the king? Could it be that he got the amount that he owed and the amount that was
owed him swapped in his mind?
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In other words he saw as small the sins that he committed toward God, but piled up the sins that were committed against
him. | think this is the issue much like us who are such selfish sinners. Say for the moment | use again the
expressions of money, even though the reality is different, we all on our own lower the amount God has forgiven to 100
denarii and raise the amount others owe us to 10,000 talents. In this way, although we have been forgiven so much by
God, we forget this, and think only on how others have hurt us, and use this as the reason not to forgive them.
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So haw can we find healing and peace in the forgiveness of God, and begin to forgive others? Last week we touched
on it a little bit, but we cannot look intently at the person who owes us money. It means we are focusing on the painful
wound we have received. And this does not lead to forgiveness, but brings about a vengeful and cursed heart. Of
course we must have healing for the wounds we have received. God is the Lord of healing, so he will heal us. But if
we continue to always focus on the wound, then it will never heal. In fact the opposite will happen, the wound gets
bigger, and we feel more and more that we cannot forgive. And in the midst of this we completely forget that we are
individuals forgiven by God.
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This means if you hear His voice saying “Forgive”, then you need to humble yourself before Him. Turn your eyes not on
the one who hurt you, but on the Lord Jesus. Think about how He forgave you by the love of the cross. Hebrews
5:7-10 has this: “Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and
tears unto him that was able to save him from death, and was heard in that he feared; Though he were a Son, yet
learned he obedience by the things which he suffered; And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal
salvation unto all them that obey him; Called of God an high priest after the order of Melchisedec.”
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Why did the Son have to cry with tears in His eyes as He prayed to God? Why did the Lord Jesus need to learn
obedience through suffering? Wasn'tit all for us? Wasn't it so that all the sins that stood between us and God could
be forgiven that Jesus took the tremendous suffering and pain? Do you think it was easy for God to forgive us our sins?
For us to be able to say “Saved by faith”, for that to be realized, the huge price had to be paid with the life of the Son of
God, Jesus. Because of this great sacrifice, we may be given forgiveness and grace.
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Forgiveness is not easy for anyone. Especially if the other person does not apologize, then it is extremely hard to
forgive. But just as Galarraga said, “nobody is perfect”. We all need forgiveness. Let us think on this, and become
people who forgive one another. May we become like Jesus, able to pray the prayer of intercession, as Jesus did on
the cross “Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.”



