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“If | Have Not Love” 1 Corinthians Chapter 13
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Today is the last day of our message series “Practicing Christ's Love” which we started on August 15".  We had looked

at various topics such as, “You were called by God”, "Practicing love towards the family of believers”, "Putting into
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practice our love toward others”, “Love your enemies”, “Do to others what you would have them to do to you”,“Do not

judge”, “Forgive”.
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Why is it necessary to practice Christ's love? It is because everything is meaningless without love, as it was written in 1
Corinthians 13:1-3. Apostle Paul said that “If | speak in the tongues of men and of angels”(verse 1), “If | have the gift of
prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if | have a faith that can move mountains” (verse 2), “If |
give all | possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames” (verse 3), (I am nothing if | have not love).
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Can you speak in different languages? Do you have a faith that is so complete it can move the mountain? Can you
give all you have to the poor? Do you think you can surrender your body, knowing that you will be burned? All of what
Paul had said here are such an extraordinary thing. However, he said that if we do not have love, none of these will be
useful or valuable.

REZIROTL LI P2 REIRELSIETL20TLLIN?28EZATIFI, [FEIRLTHEALZLBRHY E
BAl LDV ET, REBIZL-oTEE, &k, B, THEV-7b0ETHERULBOTT, ThLIZE->TE
KOFEEZEPVICERADLIENTEET, LAL, ZRETPHRTHLETLEI D THY £7, KEIELIBDT

THY FHEA, TTNL, TIXEPLRTNE, ©RLVWBEDTHERDO>TLEIDTY,

Why does the Bible say so? Let's look at verse 8; “Love never fails.” Language, knowledge, faith and action are all
important for us. It can have a huge impact on people around us. However, eventually it will rot.  It's not everlasting.
That's why it will be meaningless unless you have love.
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What would be left if we took away love from our life? | suspect there will be nothing left. Does your word, knowledge,
faith, or action have love? Are you building yourself upon the foundation of such love? Jesus said, “As the Father has
loved me, so have | loved you. Now remain in my love.”(John 15:9) Jesus Christ loves us today with His love of the
cross. Are we remaining in His love? Are you testifying to Christ with love, as you receive and be filled with His love
daily?
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Christ's love is God's love. God's love does not expect any reward, and it is a self-sacrificial love. It is called Agape
love. 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 explains specifically how the Agape love looks like. “Love is patient, love is kind. It does
not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. Itis not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record
of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trust, always hopes,
always perseveres.”
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Does this portray you? Or do you think you're more of the opposite of those descriptions? Are you impatient, unkind
and jealous? Are you boastful, and proud? Are you rude, self seeking, easily angered, always keeps record of
wrongs of others, and do evil? Are you impatient, suspicious? Do you have no hope, and easy to give up?
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It is easy to explain the definition of love. However, if we cannot practice it, it is meaningless. Because Father God
desires for us to reflect His love within us believers. He desires for those who accepted His salvation to remain in His
love so that they can be a man of love, just as Jesus was. Not only does He desire that, but He also sends His Holy
Spirit as a helper to work within us so that we will be transformed as a man of love. It all starts when we truly believe it,
and become humble before Him to pray and seek.
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On September 26™ 1954, a ferry line that connects Hakodate and Aomori, called Touya-maru sank into the ocean
because of the storm. This was the worst vessel disaster in Japan, and second to the tragic incident of Titanic, with
1175 people dead.
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There were two foreigners among the victims. Canadian missionary Alfred Russel Stone and YMCA director who was
sent to Japan from the US, Dean Leaper. Most of the victims were found while wearing a life vest. However, their
bodies were found without a life vest. Later on, a young man came up to claim that he was saved because those men
gave him a life vest. Now their true story came out....they were calm, and as they encouraged other passengers who
were in panic, they eventually gave their own life vests to others.
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Under the circumstances where they did not know if they could survive or not, why could they save this stranger while
giving up their own life? Was it natural to them because they were missionaries? They are humans just as we are. |
am sure they felt fear in midst of the storm. However, Christ's love was stronger than their fear. His love strengthened
them from inside, making them to sacrifice themselves to save others.
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They may not have thought about the end of their life this way when God had sent them to Japan. However, no matter
what they wanted or not, under the circumstance they were in, they chose to give God's love to others, not to save
themselves. To love others is totally our choice. In short, practicing love is to choose to love others by faith.
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What we are seeing in this world is just a tip of an iceberg. We know Father God and His love through Jesus, but not
completely. It's like looking at the poor reflection of the mirror. However, on the final day when Christ is coming again,
we will know everything. Just as we are known to Him completely, we can know Him completely. That's why it is
important to have faith and hope, as it is written in verse 13. On that day we will come face to face with the Lord.
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The final Day is the Day of the Judgment for those who refuse the Lord. However, for those who await on the Lord, it is
the day of completion of the salvation. The Bible compares that day to the wedding day of Christ and the church.
What is the main idea of the marriage? It's love. Unless there's love between a bride and a groom, the marriage has
no meaning. Without love, they cannot be one. We Christians, and our churches were not perfect. Although we are
saved, we still have a lot of scars and wrinkles. Without Jesus' love, we will be totally opposite from His love.
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However, Christ still loves us and will have us stand in His presence to welcome us as His bride on that day. He will
wash all our stains and wounds with his precious blood, which He bled on the cross. The churches will be united with
Christ as one, and inherit His eternal kingdom. Father God is always working on behind the scene, and His passion
and love for us makes our salvation possible. Therefore, faith, hope and love remain forever, but the greatest of these
is love.
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There are two huge lakes in Israel. One is the Sea of Galilee, the other is the Dead Sea. Sea of Galilee pours its
water into Jordan River. It is always flowing, and there are many creatures living there. This was where Peter was
fishing. How about the Dead Sea, then? It does not have any places for water to pour out. Since there's no flow of
water, it is literally dead sea....no creatures can live there.
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We cannot grow as a man of love just by accepting love. We will be like the Dead Sea, no life in us. We can become
the one who lives to love, by handing out the love you had received to the others. Does Christ's love flow in you today?
Are you handing out that love to people around you? 1 Corinthians 14:1 says “follow the way of love...”. It does not
mean to follow the love to receive. It asks us to pursue the life to love. There's no one in this world who do not need
love. There is always someone who are waiting for you to deliver God's love. Let us hand out Christ's love to others
together. Just as the Bible says “love covers over a multitude of sins” (1 Peter 4:8), our sins were covered by Christ's
love. Let us be the ones to practice His love so that our friends' sins will be covered.



