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“The church is the pillar of truth, the foundation” 1 Timothy 3:14-16
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We have been progressing through a series of sermons based on the theme “What is the church?”. First, we had a
message titled “My church”, where we learned that the church is Jesus' possession, that all Christians are redeemed
through Christ. Next we had a message entitled “The church is the body of Christ’, and we saw how the church is the
body of Christ, and He Himself is the head. For the church to be healthy, each member of the body must be healthy in
Christ, and cooperate in Christ. Let us connected as members of the same body, encourage each other, help each
other and give God the glory.
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Today's text says that the church is a pillar of truth, the foundation. In other words, the church has truth. What is truth?
According to one dictionary, it says truth is “the correct way of things, that does not change according to circumstances”.
The Wikipedia said this: “true things, or the true situation. The state of being recognized as that which is, without error.”
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The Lord Jesus said this. “l am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” (John 14:6). The
Lord Jesus said He Himself is the truth. And He said that to know Him is to know the God of all creation. The idea that the
Lord Jesus is truth, is the correct way of things, that does not change according to circumstances. There is no lie within Him.
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So how aboutit? There are many in the world that are just a human being, but lie and say that they are like God. Was
Jesus this sort of person? When the Lord Jesus said He was the truth, was this very statement no more than a lie?
The Jewish leaders crucified Jesus because He said He was the Son of God, and testified that He was at the same level
as God. The Jewish leaders took this to be blasphemy, but was this a lie? Because this came from their hearts, does
this mean that it wasn't a lie? They were actually jealous of this man who lead the people with love and authority, that
they looked at Him simply and tried desperately to kill him.
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If | were to just now say the name of my father, and say “l am his son”, as long as there is no one who knows anything
different, there wouldn’t be anyone that would think that | was lying. In the same way, if Jesus had said, “l am a
Nazarene carpenter, the son of Joseph”, no one would have batted an eye. But Jesus calls Himself the Son of God.
And because He is the Son of God, He says He is the truth. Even if we say for example that this statement is a lie, the
Jesus would really be a big liar, and He would be condemned to death under the law. But what ifitis true? To say that
Jesus is a liar, and He is not the Christ, Son of God, is not this itself blasphemy then?
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We as the church believe the Lord Jesus and His words. This is why the church is the pillar of truth and the foundation.
But it is not impossible to deny that Jesus is Christ, the Son of God. If Jesus is a liar, then at that point, we are all liars
that believe in Him.  We will not know until the last day. But even still we believe that the Lord Jesus is Christ the Son
of God. Why? Because we know that Jesus is the truth.
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Please open to John 8:31-32. “If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall know the
truth, and the truth shall make you free.” says the Lord Jesus. If we believe in the words of Jesus, and abide in them,
then we will know the truth. And then we will be freed by the truth. Are you free today? Or are you living bound up
by something? If bound, what is binding you? Something unforgivable in your past? Money? Fear of the future?
Fear of something else? A desire that is never filled? Someone or some relationship?
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When we as humans do not know the truth, we are easily enslaved. We are bound up by lies. This Son of God, the
Lord Jesus, in order to lead us to truth, to set us free, came to us where we were. Even though He was the one who
made us, He risked rejection by His own people and came to this world. It was for no other reason than to lead us who
were deceived, without hope and suffering, to lead us into truth, so that we could be free. Galatians 5:1 says this:
“Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of
bondage.”
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To try and testify that Jesus is the truth and Christ the Son of God can only be done to certain extent in human terms. If
someone has an ear to listen to the gospel, they will listen, and believe. But, if someone does not have a listening ear,
even though they hear, they will not believe. Even among those that heard the words of Jesus directly, and saw His
works, there were those that believed, and those who did not. So why must we believe on the Lord Jesus, it is so that
we may know the truth by Jesus, and be freed from all lies, become truly free.



TThH, SHL LI ZICEHEAHM-> T, BHICENTEZWEWI ARBLNL R DL, RO ODIZHTFLRIZH D>
THATTE SR EA A - F YR FEZEFELTUILVOTY, EA T RTHFLRIC ﬂ#of%@hibt#\i
HEHIZHEELY LAHANRZD, ZOEIEOWOLZ LS TELHATRTOFICKEDVOLENR L TELNET, TT
MWH, BRENRZOFEEFELCHIRL, SRFENTERZMD L), BSR4 HHIZTH5DTY,

So if there is anyone here today that wants to know the truth and be freed, then we want you to believe on the Lord
Jesus who died on the cross for you. The Lord Jesus died on a cross, but after three days He rose again to life, and to
all those who believe he promises everlasting life. So if you believe in Him, then you will surely know the truth, and the
truth will make you free.
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When we are freed by Christ, we are given the hope of becoming like Christ. This is one testimony that a person has
been freed by Christ. Someone may say that if they are free, they will live however they please, isn't this true freedom?
But this is not the freedom that comes from Christ. This is just serving their own fleshly desires, and this causes sin to
be born, and leads to death and eternal destruction in the end. That which leads to death is a lie, not the truth. When
we are free in Christ, we proceed to live in love by our freedom. In other words, when we are changed into one who
loves God, and loves our neighbor, this being free. And this figure of true freedom, this is the figure of Jesus Christ.
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However, there is one who will try and stop us from knowing the truth and being free. This is the devil. The Lord
Jesus spoke of the devil this way: “He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is
no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.” (John 8:44)
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Our lives are a fight with the devil. The father of lies, the devil, seeks to keep us far from the truth, and seeks to shut us
up in lies. His attacks come daily. This is why we must cling close to the truth of the church, the headship of Christ.
And in this way, we must show the truth to the world. We looked at it earlier, but we must abide constantly in the Words
of the Lord Jesus. We must pray with passion for guidance from the Holy Spirit sent from Jesus. The reason is that
the Holy Spirit testifies about Christ (John 15:26), and leads us into all truth. (John 16:13)
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What is today? Reformation Sunday. On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther nailed his 95 theses to the door of the
Roman Catholic church at Wittenberg, protesting the injustices in the Roman Catholic church. This was the start of the
Reformation.
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Starting with Martin Luther, following with Huldrych Zwingli, and John Calvin are among those well known early
reformers. They each worked to reform and return to the truth, the church of that day that had strayed. And out of this
was born the protestant church of today.
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The church reformation did not happen from outside the church. It was brought about internally. In other words the
fact that the church drifted from being the pillar of truth, and foundation, this truth was within the church itself. In some
ways this is embarrassing, but it is a fact of history that we cannot easily forget. God is warning us in the same way
today.
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Just because the Bible says the church is the pillar of truth and the foundation does not mean the church is always
standing on the truth. The church is the pillar of truth and the foundation because it abides in Christ. Lies are all
around us. In fact we can say that there are many lies within us. When we listen to the lies of the devil, and not the
words of truth, we easily become a slave to the lies. This is why this world says “believe in yourself’, but we know that
we should not believe in ourselves, but in the truth of the Lord Jesus. Let us stand on the Lord's words which never
change.
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| would like to finish with 1 Peter 1:24-25 “For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The
grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away: But the word of the Lord endureth for ever.”



