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“Christ’'s Ambassadors”
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Last week we studied the Word under the theme “The Church is the pillar of truth, the foundation”, God uses the
church to lead all people to truth in Christ, desiring that all would be set free. For this reason God has declared that all
who believe in Jesus Christ are saved. No matter how strong the power of darkness, it cannot stand against Christ,
because salvation comes from Him. Jesus the Son of God holds the light of truth and saves people from darkness. Let
us hold each other up, that we may stand firmly in the truth that is in the word of Jesus Christ.
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Today's text says that Christians, as well as the church, are 'Christ's ambassadors.' 'Ambassador’ isn't a very
commonly used word, but the definition is 'a representative of a king or country; someone who is dispatched to other
lands or countries." So what is an 'ambassador' for Christ? If we use this definition, we can say Christ is the King, and
the nation is the Kingdom of God. In other words, the church is the ambassador of Christ and represents God's country;
for this reason it has been dispatched to the world.
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Being a representative of someone else entails a great deal of responsibility. If the representative acts in a good way,
her actions bring glory to the one she represents. If she acts in a bad way, she soils the name of the person who sent
her. The same thing is true for the church, the ambassador of Christ. If the church, or any Christian, does good works,
then Christ is glorified. But if a Christian practices deceit or does bad deeds, he soils the name of Christ.
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If we confess that we are Christian, we are implying something very meaningful. People around us will base their
opinion of Christ and God's Kingdom on how we act. If we really live by Christ's example, we will truly be showing
Christ Himself. Some people will see this and believe, others may not. But if we don't demonstrate Christ in the way we
live, people around us won't be able to see who Christ is or what the Kingdom of God is like, and no one will believe.
That is why, in all places and at all times, we should always be aware that we are ambassadors of Christ.
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Some may think that being an ambassador of Christ is a burden. Like me, others may think it is literally impossible to
represent Christ and God's Kingdom. But in order to be an ambassador, it takes more than just personal desire. There
is also someone who chooses for you to become one. In other words, we first are able to become ambassadors
because God chooses us and calls us for that purpose.
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Jesus chose us to be His church. When God chose us, He already knew each one of our strengths and weaknesses
(of course, | am also speaking of those who were chosen but still haven't realized it yet). Therefore, as those chosen by
God, we don't have to agonize whether or not we are the 'right people’ for the job. God chose us anyway, and He will
help us to stand as His representatives.
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If you were to pick someone to do an important job for you, what kind of person would you pick? Probably someone
effective, humorous, able, responsible, and distinguished, right? In other words, you would choose someone you can
trust. Therefore, surely when Christ chose us to be the church, to represent Him, He saw value in our knowledge and
abilities, and thought trusting us was worth it?
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We should not regard God's act in choosing us as a simple matter of course. Let's read 1 Corinthians 1:26-29.
"Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many
were influential; not many were of noble birth. But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God
chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised
things - and the things that are not - to nullify the things that are, so that no one may boast before Him."
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Jesus did not choose those who would do well without Him, but rather those who couldn't do anything without Him. He
chose those who didn't seem to measure up, and gives them strength to stand and represent Himself. Not just in terms
of ability, but He also considered the state of our hearts when He chose us. He did not choose those who would never
betray Him, but those who easily put their own thoughts first, who act selfishly and run away when things get
inconvenient. Jesus chose to trust untrustworthy people and helps make them trustworthy. We are these kinds of
people. Jesus fills us up with His power, we who are weak and lacking, and turns us into people who can do His work
and be representatives of Christ and God's Kingdom.
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The work that Jesus gives to the church as His representatives is very important. In fact, the work is so important, we
cannot complete it solely on our own strength. The work He gave us is to reconcile this world to God. Verse 19 says
"God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them." Jesus Himself gives us the
responsibility of helping to reconcile the world to God. After His resurrection and before going to heaven, Jesus gave us
the Great Commission: "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation." (Mark 16:15)
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Because we have sin, it is easy to break relationships and difficult to restore them. I'm speaking not just of relationships
between humans, but between God and this world (humankind). What, as a church, can we do about this? Following
verse 19 it is written " ...he (God) has committed to us the message of reconciliation." In order to reconcile the world to
Himself, God came down to us by sending His Son Jesus to be our savior. The words of reconciliation given to us are
"all who believe in Christ shall be saved."
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Jesus commanded us to proclaim to the whole world these words of reconciliation - the Gospel. Jesus Christ, who has
"all authority in heaven and earth," has also promised to be with us, the church, until the end of the world. Because we
cannot fulfill the work of reconciliation on our own, Jesus promised "wherever you go, | will be with you. Wherever you
are, | will be with you." If we but loyally step out to do this work, the Lord will work powerfully within us at all times and
in all places. He will help us to spread the message of reconciliation.
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It's already November. Pretty soon it will be Thanksgiving. When that's over we will already be in the Christmas season.
Isn't this time the best time of the year to introduce Christ to others? | believe everyone here has at least some people
in their sphere of influence that have not heard of the Gospel yet. There must be those who really desire the salvation
of Christ. As the church, the representatives of Christ, it is our duty to reach out and introduce Christ and the Kingdom
of God. Let us help each other so that we can fulfill this sacred duty.
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God is not eager to punish the world for our sins. God is patient, and is withholding judgment until the final day.
Therefore, this time we are in now is the time of blessing, the time of salvation. Anyone who calls on the name of the
Lord will be saved. We have a chance to make peace with God. So how about it? Have you received and accepted
God's words of reconciliation? Today, are you in a peaceful relationship with God? If not, please accept His
reconciliation. Doing so is the true path to peace. As the church, in order to fulfill our duty of helping to reconcile the
world, Christ has given us His own strength so that we may be His representatives. Let us pray together that we, and
all the church throughout the world, can fulfill this duty with the help and guidance of the Holy Spirit.



