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“Thanksgiving” 1 Thessalonians 5:18
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It's Thanksgiving season again. | am so glad that | can have Thanksgiving Service with all of you this year. Praise to
God. Intoday's message | would like to focus on 'thanksgiving'.

BRI I lE, EDO LD RBFICEHEZ LET 0 2MNENI ERH o2, M- TV b D% FIC AN TR
WTDTLLIM?2ZORIZ, BOIKESTRELIARWVWEEZIZZ L0, AT LONRESDO LD SR WETE
ITLEIM?ET, ZTOREORS (F2HEE) (KXo TUEHT 20, LRV ERDD EVI ATV TLE D
MPREZIONIEMETLOINEND & FAEOREET D ZOKHE VD BORMARILE LTWDHENEE X TH
TEWIND T, BRI 2RI 2 L E 302

When do you give thanks? Is it when something good happened to you, or when you received something you wanted?
Or, how about when something bad happened to you, or when you could not receive what you wanted? Anyone here
give thanksgiving based on our mood or feeling? The reason why | am asking those questions is because | want us to
think of the grounds of our thanksgiving. What is the grounds of thanksgiving for you?
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When | asked myself that question, discipline for my son came to mind. | want my son to grow up to be a man with
thankful heart. Therefore, | try to teach him to say thank you whenever | have opportunities. For example, if he wants
to drink milk, | teach him to say 'Thank you.' when | give it to him. It's just the way it should be. However, looking at
him, | see that although he says 'Thank you.', | don't always feel appreciated. That's when he didn't even look at me,
and as soon as he had said "Than you,', milk in the glass started to disappear into his mouth.

FARBAOZLEEEBNKS LaNS, T 22 2 HICH XA TWAIEAEHIZIE Y A9 MEELE L, 75
e HEH DD RN LIRS ENTZOTY, NEHLET) LWV SEITEEND LMFEWES, LT, TOH
ZOWRE, EBRERIEH L TWET, LrL, MbihEF-oTHBEEATHADLE, T 5 Z NI BEOE RT3 X
IRLEDITIR o TWVDLDREEZRELNTZL ORI LELE, RLTEGHFLTWRWDITTIES A, L
L. BOODMIEHBP DR WEIICTEZ =0T, BRI AEWDLNTL L O N? HRTZOMMIITER N H Y 90
[}

As | thought of him, | wondered how | am doing, as | teach him to be thankful. Then | realized how little | give thanks. |
often use the phrase 'l appreciate (it).", and every time | say it, | actually am appreciative. However, looking back to
myself, | realized that | was feeling like thanksgiving is more like an obligation. It does not mean that | do not actually
appreciate. | just feel like that my heart has little thanksgiving. How about you? Do you have a thankful heart?
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Look at today's verse. God is telling us to 'give thanks'. He did not say 'if something good happened to you' or 'if you
feel good'. He says 'give thanks in all circumstances'. If you heard this verse for the first time, you are probably
thinking, “It's impossible.” What does it mean 'in all circumstances'?
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For example, let's say that you had lost your wallet or cell phone. Would you be thankful for that? Would you be
thankful if the result of your test score or work was bad, even though you had made all your effort? Would you give
thanks when you were in an accident, or suffering from illness? When you were faced with not only one, but several
trials, would you be able to be thankful? It is natural to complain, saying, “Why do | always have to suffer?”.

ZITEDLNTWD [TRTOFIZHONWT] O [T &k, FEEORIEO “IN” ([2H7- 25 SENFE L TIIfE
PNUTWET, TThDL, V2L [TRXRTCOFEOFT) LWVWHZENRTEET, TXTOEEZNERZEHT D
VO EDE, TRTOFEOHRT, FOLIREBHOFTHLEM LRI NENH Z LT, 4bbifizk oz, Fik
LWAEETHWSHT, TOZEHBRIEHRTERNWZ 137 EAHV 4, T LT, Aba 0 & EFESRN
ITHICEMLET L, 2OVt TRELOEELRELZZ T TCERY TRV LET, TTMD, REbBRRES
W, FBOOEIE R 2T 2RI T 5700, ZRIEFHETOLARALERDDIZRSTLEWVWET, Th i,
MERIIT R TOFEOF T, FEH LRIV EEBS L2D5DTT,

'Give thanks in all circumstances' means that we need to be thankful under any circumstances, rather than be thankful
for the incident itself. As | had mentioned, there are so many incidents in our lives that we cannot be thankful for the
incident itself. Our circumstances always change, and our emotion is affected, going up and down all the time.
Therefore, if we base our thanksgiving on our circumstances or our emotions, it'd be very unstable. However, God tells
us to be thankful in all circumstances.
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Let's look at the rest of today's verse; “...for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.” God did not just tell us to be
thankful in all circumstances. He also gives us a certain reason we should be thankful for. It is “Christ Jesus”, God's
only Son, Jesus Christ (Savior). God tells us that if we live with Christ, it is possible to be thankful in all circumstances.
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Then, how this Jesus Christ can make us find a reason to be thankful in all circumstances? It is summarized in John
3:16; “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but
have eternal life.” If you believe in Jesus, you can have eternal life.

R BIEAHI2AE EWVIREAETTVET, TRENNIETIERBVERILNE, BODONEEZRE—MRITHALTH
FT, HBHAANFEREEHZ LT, FEHHANIALZEENZLLRNLAZTTVET, ARZNEIEDIL TV
HIRBUTIEWY, FOFTE I HDRENTEHSRVIZEZDD, BAEFHLTWAEEIYO T, iThEb, FAilzb
OZDOMTORRIE, VoK TKEbOY 222 TUIWITERFA, TNUNREARTRWVWI EEFEWETR, #iIchbbn
DEHA, TTHL, TORRDORTHERERWVWEIIHA T Z &R, ZoMIZEEZ TR H0RE0 M FE 2 <
TIEWF RNz vz ET,

We are all living this present time. Each of us is trying to do best to live the life, as we each embrace various emotions.
Some live with joy and thanksgiving, others live with fear and anxiety. Everyone lives in different situation, and we each
struggles every day as to how we should live. However, our life here on earth will come to end eventually. | hope for
all of you that it won't be too soon, but we never know. Therefore, as we were born in this world, we need to be
prepared for our final day on this earth.
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[ lilAbout 10 days ago, our beloved sister in Christ, Kathy Atteberry went to be with the Lord. She worked as a

missionary in Hokkaido, Japan, for 20 years and she had been with us here in Tucson since she came back to the US.
She has been suffering with a lung disease for such a long time, but two weeks ago, surrounded by her loving family, she
went home with peace. Whenever | think of her, | remember her talking about how she desires to deliver Jesus' love to
people in Tucson. She was such a faithful woman, | am sure that her trust in Him and belief in her eternal life was never
wavered. How thankful | would be, if | could start my journey to heaven, after winning over the death with His peace,
just like Kathy did.
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Our biggest enemy is not our daily problems, but the sin and its result, death. When our eyes are opened to that issue
and when we start to seek solutions, God gives us the answer through Christ. Thanksgiving in all circumstances starts
there. God had already solved the problem of sin and death through Christ, more than 2000 years ago. The blood of
Christ, that was bled for our sins on the cross, can purify any sin. We were destined to death, but because of Christ's
resurrection, we can have eternal life.
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Lastly | would like to introduce you to a man named Tomihiro Hoshino. He was born in Gunma in 1946. He graduated
from the university with education major and started to work as a PE teacher. Two months later, however, as he was
showing how to do somersault, he failed, suffered spinal cord injury. Since then, he was paralyzed from neck to his
feet. As he was hospitalized for 9 years, he had an opportunity to know the love of Jesus Christ, and was baptized,
receiving the hope to live.
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Although he was disabled, he started to draw with a paintbrush he held in his mouth, as his mother and nurses had
encouraged. Later, he even wrote poems to go with those paintings. After he was discharged from the hospital, he
came back to his hometown, kept on drawing and many of his masterpieces have been published. In 1991 Tomihiro
Museum was opened, and his paintings have been encouraging so many people. Some of them were even published
as textbooks for middle school.
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| had just plainly told you the story of Mr. Hoshino's life, but it made me think what would | do if this kind of accident
happened to me. | would imagine it would be very difficult for me to accept the reality. He was in his 20s, and very
active as PE teacher, | believe his disability brought him such a pain and suffering. You may wonder how anyone can
have thankful heart in such circumstance. However, he had found the real hope and the power to live through Jesus.
That's how he came to await upon the eternal life. He testifies Christ by doing what he can do, not just complaining
and being sad about what he cannot do.
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One of his poems is about thanksgiving. “lI can only do a small thing, but if | can do it with thankful heart, it will be a big
thing.”
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Some of you may be thinking, “l am no in situation to be thankful.” or “I am too busy to think of my present problems, |
cannot even think about my death or eternal life.” However, this is a wonderful opportunity. Let's think about it. Are
you thankful? Can you be thankful for your existence, no matter how little you have, or have none at all? God desires
for all of us to be thankful. That's why He sent His Son Jesus Christ to reveal Himself through His cross and
resurrection. | pray that each one of you who are gathered here today will have eternal life in Christ, and will end the life
with thanksgiving.



